Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



rj 




■*7 "''at; 



9f>s? 



O * 



vATS- 



r- • 



i 



'V(rv>A*,<JL«NM. J ^i^ot a.1j».^ , ! ") I ^ > — I «-,« > 



T H S 



HISTORY 



o ^. 



A R S ACE S, 



PRINCE aF BETLIS. 



Fiffa, veluftiaif tmifi% Jlnt fnxima writ. 



By the Editor ofCHRYSAL. 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 
VOLUME I. 



L O N D O N: 

Printed for T. Becket, Corner of tha 
Addpht, ia the Stfaod, mscclxxiv* 



t T O T H E 



^5 

o 



i 

m 



RIGHT HCNOURABLE 



THE LORD CAMBDEN. 



My LORD, 

T Mud not make any Apo- 
logy for claiming your 
Lordfliip's Patronage for the 

following Work. It is a Claim 
of Right. The Spirit of it is 
your own. I caught it by 
long and dole Attention to 
your Lordlhip ; and now that 
it is let loofe into the World, 

A 2 it 



DEDICATION. 

It" naturally llies DacK to its 
Parent for Protedion. If I 
hav^ beer\ fo ; happy . as to 
make the Body worthy of 
fuch a Spirit, that is all the 
Merit I pretend to. 

I am, with Attachment and Rerped, 

My LORD, 

Your liOrdflbip^s moft humble 
and moil obedient , Servant, 
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CHARLES JOHNSTON. 
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P R E F A C E. 



IN this enlightened age, when 
men judge intuitively of all 
things, it may not be improper to 
fay a few words concerning the 
following work, if only to fave 
critical fagacity from the misfortune 
of being led aftray by the title. 

In the Hiftory of the Prince of 
Betlis, there is not one ibft fcene 
of love, one fentiment 'of loofe 
defire. Outrageous Virtue is never 
gratified with anecdotes of private 
Scandal ; nor Licentioufnefs ikttered 
with the facred name of Liberty. 

ft 



vi PREFACE. 

It muft noty though) be concluded: 
from hence, that Arfaces is a meer 
moralift, or held up ,as a pattern of 
perfeaion, a monfter which Nature 
'never formed. He is drawn as he 
was^ with all his faults upon his 
head, fubjed to the power, but not 
the flave of PafEon ; and fpeaks with 
freedom the fentiments fuggefted by 
the occafion, whether gay or grave, 
of reprehenfion or applaufe. 

To wipe ofF the falfe colourings 
t)f Prejudice, and (hew Truth in her 
native purity, is the writer's aim. 
How he has iucceeded, is not for 
-him to fay. There is, at leaft, fome 
merit in the attempt, and upon that 
he humbly refts his fate. 

Amid 



PREFACE. vli 

Amid the variety of incidents, 
with which our hero's life was filled, 
the learned reader may probably not 
be difpleafed to find fome curious 
points of hiftory brought to light, 
which have too long lain in unde- 
ferved obfcurity : • Nor will he be . 
ofi^ended at the writer's not having 
paid more minute attention to the 
manners of the times and countries, 
in which the various fcenes of his 
work are laid. He has endeavoured 
to draw the univerfal manners of 
Nature, which fuit all climes and 
ages. Greater particularity would 
have been only pedantry. 
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BOOK THE FIRST- 
SECTION I. 

AS Temugin was riding through his 
army, on the morning after his 
vi6tory over Mohamnled had added the 
mighty empire of Khouarefm to his bound- 
lefs conquefts, he obferved among the 
captives of the war, a youth juft finking 
under a double weight of chains, while 
the dignity of confcious virtue (hone 
through his diftrefs, and ihewed a foul 
fuperior to misfortune. 

Vol. I. B Temugin 



z The History of Ar^ace^, 

Tcmugm was ilru<?k with the fight ^ 
and calling to the leader of the band, 
which guarded the captives, enquired who 
that youth was, and how he had mferitcd 
ifuch feverity, 

* I^ord of the Earth," anfwcred the fol- 
4ier, *this flave 'de(erveth| every cruelty 

* which can be inflidied dni him. .• He it 

* was, who yefter evening flew the valiant 

* Tq@rul ; and by his obftinate refiftance, 

* for fome time delayed the viftory, which 

* crowned your arms/ 

•^ Say rather,* tehirtied' the eaptnrtf, with 
a tooit and'acceik ^df vbklignant coneempt, 

^ that'l llippbWcd^taiiltfaliy the 'ckufe hi 

* whieh I ^fodght i -krid^^^ITdanirig nfe, 
« withput Its greatcft 'Wefling, liberty, 

* ftrove, 'fhorigh iafasf in vain, to lolc 
•« iJdthtohburablj^^tdgether.* 

The manner in which the captive fpoke 
thcfe words, heightened the favourable im- 
predion which his appearance had before 

made 



Prince c/ Bitj.is. .. 3, 
made upon the heart of Temugin. * Take 

• off his chains,' faid he, * and leatlhim 
' to toy toit : I will examine hiiii mo^c 

• particularly, when , I fliall be at better 

• leifurc.' ' ' , ,,, • 

Tbei foldier jnfUr idfthe 

captive, proftratingl' .e cm- 

pen»r, exprefled his ^ ivour, 

which darted a ray ( _ Ji the 

gloom of his pcefcnt ^tuation. '' ".[ 

^ .' ■*■ . ^■ ytl ■. ■.', J. -■ 

Other caares prcrenteg Temugin from, 
thinking more of this adventiire for the 
remainder of th^C d^,} but; vf^ h^ ^- 
tired Ml tfic-CT|5i)ing,tp f^,.t|ic,id^ of 
(be ^f^verec^ini^^jiii iiynd» , ftnid topk 
fii^h ftfiw^!,p(rffi?lfi«i ofiit, astOiforbid 
evfry ' apptoaeh ^ ^fleep. Calling there- 
fivQ one of ithe^^nucbs* iwho^watched at 
the entrance of Ifis.tc^t^ he CQi^^anded 
him to order his attendance. 

' ' ■ i- ■:■■>.■-' '■ ,, ■ 

Aa fpoA as,thc captive entered, * I have 

* fwu.ftir thqc,' faid the emperor, 'to 

B s * learn 



4 ^he HiSTORv of Arsaces, 

^ learn the ftory of thy life. What is 

* thy country, thy lineage, and thy name ? 

* And by what adions haft thou fupported 
' the fentiments, which I have heard thee 

* utter with fuch energy ? Arife ! fpeak 

* the words of truth, and expcd a candid 

* hearing/ 

* * Conqueror of the World,^ anfwered 
the captive, as he arofe from the empe- 
ror's feet, • the incidents of a life of mif- 
^ fortune will afford but little entcrtain- 

* menc, to one who is raifed above the 
' reach of fuch hintfelf; as they cannot 

* intereft a fympathctic regard/ 

^ * No ftate,' interrupted the emperor, ' is 
< exempt from the common lot of huma- 

* nity: nor is h€ capable of enjoying 
^•happinefs himfelf, who is infenfible ^o 

* the fufFerings of another.* 

The captive replied not; but fearing 
himfelf *on the ground, at the foot of the 
emperor's cogch, began in thefc words. 



SECTION IL 

r. '. : * 

^ MY naiTic^ is ^eiim/ I come from 

the Valley of Amoim, in ^^\z\^ 
Happy ; where the wifdom and virtues 
of Abudah, my' father, procured bim, 
in a private ftatiohj^.rcfped. nftore fin*' 
cere, than t{iac ^hich ^ (V^Uy, paid, to 
wealth and pow^r.' v.Myc^r'had he. repd^ 

• and thought ftill more. Hf had alfo tra- 
veiled tlupiigh many'?Bat4ons> anjd ,by 
a companfoa of theii^ citai^iierss difpelkd 
the prejudices whiih too often' fprcad a 

5 cloud over a contraftcd ^fphw'er 

< But^he wo^^ftoQped^in bi& purfuit of 
•" knowledge, by the nearer duties of do- 
^ meftic life. The cultivation of his min^ 
« had refined, not exti^gui(hed the ^paf- 
^ fions of nature He viewed in a light 
* of juft contempt, the miftaken, imper- 
^ fe£t happinefs of celibacy 4 and in ober 
' dience to the firft purpofe o£ hb Crea* 
*- tion, took aVife into his bofom... , 

B 3 'Heaven 



€ The HrisTaRY tf Arsaces, 

* Heaven ftcmed atlirft'tofmile upon 

* his marriagc-bec! ; b*l tB^ bloflbm$ of 

* his hope were foon blatfted; the hour 
^ which gave him a foo,' depriving him 
*ofaiJi?ife. 

/ S^verifly a&*4e f^k'thi^ lofi^ faefiuik 
"* not tifkler it. Reafoa fiiccecdcd the firft 
^ emoi^ons of nature ; and liis piety ttcm*- 
^ bled at the apprehMfloii iof oflntdtng 

* Keavei>» hj rcf^iriiAg iit its^ trrcfiftible 
^ decrees. -~ Pafdbn, gracious lord» this 

* mentiOQ of t a Ikdieiv to>wbom. life^is mj 
^ leaft oUigatiofi. It is a ncceffiiry intiro^ 
« duAioRvto rbe ftoiy of iirir iiuaf Oitillicat 
"^ it is a tribute id his iaemory, which 
^ N'ature: #iU 6btnldt' ' tbroisgjb > aSl re- 
•^ ftraint/ * 



< Difgrace not realbn/ aniWered Te- 
iDiigtn, •'* by making an excufe* for vir- 

• tue. Duty to a father,' a^ it is the foun- 
' dation, fo alfo is it the belt aflbrance of 
*" loyalty to a fovereign. A good fon can*' 

♦ not be a bad fubjcft. — Proceed.* 

• The 
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• TKq 1q\^c/ ifCfun^ed^ the captiw, wip- 
ing away the p^)U^ te^^rr \vKich trickled 
dovrn his cheek, ^ whi(;h J)febu<)ah bad &lt 
^ lor JH& wife, W43 ,tvans£erred to her 
^ wretched orphan, and doubled jtrhe force 
'^ of paterBal afFeftioD. As foon^ as he 

^ had (>aid >tbd If f|:i ^t^of huinaBtty to her 
^ beloved r^nains^ he, hid me in his bo- 

* .&ni^ and {unnfd h» ijteps home to his^ 
^ nacit^ kod^-wbeiff; l;tiK^ tendernefs yeli 
^' fvipplkd^ihe lpfipl;had>fui^a^^ 

[is ikiK' oare was^tfi^l^]!' a foundations 

* for that kc^kh, which i& neqcffaiy for 

* the'e^ymeni! ofKky afid the peilpcm-^ 
^ afice oi ail its ditti^ 7 He taught, toe to^ 
•^ feel nowantfi^ bui^tilipfeof nature, whoier 
^- inevitable mb^cUities were ao& aggra**- 
^ vdted by injudicious fondnefs. Hunger 
^ fweetened the nadft fimple fart ; and 

* exevcife made me foid refrefhment in. 
^ flcep, which was hever allured by luxu- 

* ry, nor iridialged to enervating excefs ;. 

* whfle my body,, gradually inured to the 
^ vi£i(Ctude5> of the feafons, required not 

B 4 ^ the 






8 ^he History of Arsaces, 

* the voluptuous incumbrance of cloath- 

* ing to fcreen it from the fevcreft incle- 

* mencies of weather. My food was vege- 
^ tables, I drank of the brook : and I 
« wore jao.cloaths but barejy what the laws 

* of /decency demoded. 

^ Yet intent as he was on eftablifhing 
rny health, his care was not confined to 
that alone. As foon as the firft dawn 
of reafon began to e^n)ig|iten my mind^ 
he dircAed my thoughts to fuch objefts, 
as neceflarily led to wifdom and virtue. 
He imprintii&d upon^my foul a juft fenfe 
of the obedieoce .which. I owed to the 
Author of my being, by cacplaining to 
me my dependance on him. He taught 
me to read the facred proofs of his wif- 
dom, his goodnefs, and his power, in 
the tremendous volume of his works. 
The ftars of heaven (hewed me the 
glory of their Maker. The fun by day, 
and the moon by night bore witnefs to 
his power. My foul was humbled before 
the Lord of the Univerfe, and adored 

* the 



Prince of Betlis; 9 

* the goodnefs which tncefiantlj^ fopports 

\ the. creatures of hii hand* 

. " As the life of man is dcfigned for 
^' aflion^ he would fay, all knowledge 
" which . leadeth not to the pradice of. 
"virtue, is but vanity," — While my. 

* mind therefore was expanded .by thefe 

* fublime Ipeculations, " he explained to 
^ me the principles and reafon of every 

* duty of focial and civil life ; proving 

* that obedience, which arifcth not from. 

* conviction of the juflice and neceffary 

* obligation of a law„ has no more real 
^ merit, than the habitual ferviL'cy of a 
\ brute animaU 

* He then unfolded to me the compli- 

* ^atcd relations in which man ftands to 
^ man, both as an individual, and as a^ 

* meniber of a community; and from^ 

* them deduced all the various duties of 
'. either itAte.* "The higheft degree of 
*' perfeftion,!* would he freq^uently fay, 
"' to which the human nature can arife, 

' B 5 ** con-* 



to Tie Hf 1T0& Y 4^. Ai^tAcns^ 

M-coftfiftfft&in db/imicatbii of^tibrdwSnc, 
«^a;rhitk.' is poffdHc oftfy in bencibiepce •, 

« 

•* and conftitiites the cl&ncc of att the 

^* moral, focial, and civir virtues^ how« 

^* '^vcr TBijed id their' appearances, in the 

^ various circumftances and o oi m e fl lons 

** of Kfc, fmrn the pealant in the fidd, 

^ to'the priiitcc' Tjpoki Iris thrcnt.^ ' 

■> - . , • ' . 

«;The example of his ^{oofi enforced 

« {jhe'pitceprs of K\^ y^gcQ* ap^J led mc 

• infcwfibly to prajSifc: fh? vHtu<$ ..he in- 
5 c\ilcated, aa tlfing years aSferded ability. 

* I filffrr«d hunger,; to fj^d the hungry ; 
^th0 l^ble afld agc;d Ibun^'^^^ppQit in 
^ the ftr/ef|g)ifcolnDy ypstl^^ 

♦ iajo d#Rg?r %f> fcfoue t}ig diftrcffsd^ : 

* Nor were his inftru6lipn3 Kimteid to 
« the narrow fphef/? pf^ur private ftation. 

♦ As the powers of my mind became capa- 
^ I ble of mone ex tenkSed; ei^cccion^ v he raifed 

* my ,vSew to higher fceacs* He traced 

* gOTCSmment to its origin in ^he gene* 
^ rat welfare and happinefi of mankind^ 

3 l^^ 



^ tbe iburee^ fkom wfiiich ufdimtdy and* 
« eqiiktH]P''ft>w the diffirtioit,, but reei* 
^ ' procal duties' of fuhjcdion and com- 
^ xnaqdv'^fid^reoonctkd dbeir apparent 
^ .oppofitiona^ orndtt unerrfa^ piiocipleaL^ 

* Th^ avidi^c . with whicb iie&w my^ 
♦^ foul imbibe the inftrudton of his wch^s,, 

**' wTaft ori^afiy «Oi^^i<idf M a^i«#dt)dt: of 
*• fopefior tnei^t^ ^nd Virm6'; ^ ftill kht 
« hand'HS^HeaVeA dbi* (^Ife ifioft uiiex- 
**' ffiS-t^finA^ffbtn thi'^cttliigj:^>t9'' the 
•* throhcj tt(^ ft^rifiWW ti tl««J'^w6«hy 
** to govern. It is a > duty, . therefore, to 
** quaKfy oarfelves lo '^1 jpftoperiywhat'" 

• . • • ... \ h ' 

' - J » * . w .4 ,^ , i <" . .;_ ; L . .»».•'. I t : ' \ 

' 'fpilQfthpiplwfing' iMafiofi iof /thbfcrfond 

* Tcfte6fi6ns, hr imfblded' w mriihe ordi- 

* nancM'of pcace,^^»he* taughr tncithe arts, 
; and inured me tathc toils of watl ♦* That 

B 6 *• general 
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*• general happinefs, he faid, which waff 
" the caufe, iand fhould be the invariable* 
aim of fovereign power, can be enjoyed 
only in the ihade of public tranqUYllicy, 
^ the cultivation of wliich therefore, as it 
is the firft duty, fo is it the. true glary^ 
of a prince. But then, as the follies 
^^ and vices of niankind makeit jmpoffible 
^^ always to maintain that ;moi\; defirable 
«* ftate, it is alfo indifpenfibly neceffary for 
<^ him to be abk to repel iojuftke, and 
*« afferthis rights by war 4 of which,' ht9W- 
*< ever, as th^e^ are j^.only jttft motives^ 
\* fo' when they a^e ^ccompUlhed, he 
V ihould never let , re^vcnge, avarice, .or a 
" pafljon for falfe gl9ry,.iihQ^mpd by tlic 
" deceitful .fmiles of /^c?efs^ ,|irge Jiim. to 
purFue it farther . He fbould .qever for* 
get that his foestjare hisfellow-creaturfs;, 
•* that his yery viiflorips are purchafed with 
" the inevitable miferies of his own fub- 
** jefts."-7-But whither da 1 fondly run ? 
•, Why ihould I rcpe^ the maxims of aa 
^ .humble minded r^duie to the Conqueror 
* of the world ?' 

« Pro. 



CC 



Prince of Bbtlis. i} 

* Proceed,' anfwcred the ^pperor^ ' I 

* am attentive to thy:Wor4s8 Xhc fenti- 

* mepts of thy father were fuited .to bis 

* ftation. Had he been a^fovereign he. 

* would have thought otherwifc.* , . . 

SECTION III. 

« M Y mind had foHowed the words 
^ of my father, continued the captive, 

* without difficuky or doubt, while he 
^ egtp^iiied the dtRies of life, upon fh6 
^ principled of reafon^ and trtsth ; but.wiierf 
' he defended' from them to tbe« |>m(5tice 
^ of mankind, when he came to fpeak 
' of the caufes, and confequencea of war, 
^ the- fiienc was changed. I lo((.the awe 

* of "divine jufticcj. which had: led mo 

* hitherto-; and wandered in the perplcK- 
^ iilg labytinth of human life* I faw no- 

* thing b\lt contradi<ftions;in the ways of 

* man, All*'prQfcflfed to feek happinefi, 
' but wilfuU/ turned at^ay ftofu the 
« paths, which led direftly 't<> it# Al> 

* profeiled virtue, but praftifcd vke^ . * 

' Falfe 
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^ Fklfe ihftme, (Ihotitd^I fiot rather calll 

• it pride!) would' riot permit me to dif^ 

• dofe the difljcultics in which I was en^ 

• tangled, to my father. I thought I 

• could ftruggk through thent, by the- 
*- ftrength of my own mind,, without be- 
** traying my weakhefs, by having re- 

• courfe to his afliftance. A-prcfumption,^: 
•" juftly puniflied by all the miieries I have 
^ fufFered fince,- 

* Defiltute thus of tMe guide,, who had 
^ always led my fteps in fafcty, I attempted » 

• in vain to grope my way,' through the 

• darknefs, -with which I was eiivelopcd. 

• oi^ eVery^^fide. T ^ttmpted fo*^' -trace 

• cdnftc^tiehc^ td tiieir cafuifcs ; biit the 

• attempt f^ill left me in greater uncer- 
^ tatnty. I faw vice triumphant J I faw 
^- virtue deprefled ! 1 was utterly at a lofs 

• to knoWy whentethis ctt^ild proceed. 

• If from gdod, ■ why was the contrary 
^ pirefcHSedft If from ^vil,'why wa» ir 
^permitted ?' My mind was perplexed 

• with many doubts. I attempted to 

' meafurc 



* meafdf^^ the wttgpiof bcswffi with the 
^ line of human realbny but it was too 

* ihort; and the more I thought of the 

< fubje&, i was only perplexed the more; 
« in ib mucb^ that I was at fooietimcs zU 
^ moft tempted to ^oubt^ whether virtue 

* and vice differed more than in name! 

* Whether heaven really interfered in tiic 

* government of die world, or left it 

* merely to chance* 

. < Aa I iat me evening, on the bank of 

* theriv»le^ wfakh rona tbtro^gl^ jih^ vde 

< of.Amoim^ wrapt > in thefe fpecalationa^ 

* my fenfe^ were fuddei>ly overwlielined. 
y n^ fleep^,and I %w, as in a/y;ifiop» a 

' .<9cv^ fuf^isia tbe^ cekfti^ fpiritsi,. who 

* *att:h,.fty<yr . the aa;iw? ftf jr|>^)LiitfJ^ ase 

f , jej^eientcd. to be„. rtanding befidc mc. 

«■ • • 

^ B^atdipg tij^i for jbine timet with a 
^ k>Qk> of .rfptebenfioi\ foftened by piry^ 
^^ Son of Abudah/' niethougEt be fak!, in 
^ a vokc which tfariUed my foul, *^ thyun* 
^ happinefsc is beheld with compaffioo* I 

" come 
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« come to put a ftop. to refearjches, which - 
** if purfued - too firr^ would over-turn 
" reaibn. Thy knowledge is only fpecu- 
*^ lative.: Thou fceft tmr^ but \as in a- 
mirreur ; , and doft thou attcn3|M: to ia- 
veftigate all the myfteries of his nature ! 
Vain pjrcfufnption!- Rirft look into real» 
life ; hot pretend to judge of the fub- 
«* ' ftance -frorri the, lhadow."-^Say ing this 

* he vaniftied from my fight ; arrf at that 

* inftant I awoke. 



u 

<6 
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• * H was fiwne moments before 1 re- 
-covered from the extatick awe, with 

* which this vifion ftruck me. Smiting 
«' up at lengA, and continuing Aeillttfion 

* of imagination, i Iboked eagerly around 

* for my kind inftruftor-, and could hard*^ 

* ly believe tliat I had feen him only in a 

* dream. 

, * Nor did the difcovery put an end to 
^ .that illufion. . I confidcred thei words of 
••my father, ":that heaven often opens its' 
^ will in the .vifions of* fleep, when the 

« foul. 
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^ foul^ freed from the clogs of fcnfc, is 
" more capable of entering intp in(er- 
" courfe with the fpiritual beings, which 
^' continually forround us, though kn* 
"• perceptiWe to corporeal fight," — ^ And 

* I looked upon the rcrcrential awe, with 

* which I had been over-powered, as an 

< inconteftible proof,, that the being, , I 
^ had feen, was my better angel, fent ta 
^ me with a command from heaven, to 
\ which it was my duty to pay implicite^ 
;[ and inftant obedience*. 

^ But tbU obecj&nce was attended with 

* difficulties .^f the weig^tidt nature* 
^ Agjupft thie will of n>y father,' I was 
^ fenjib)e.t^ it ^H)d be impiaujs to be-i 

< gin, in vaifi to expe£L fucceis yp. any 
^ undertaking; 4^d the anxiety he al-« 
^ ways (hewed, if the ardour of.^ the 
^ chace, or any other accident detained 

* me out of^ ^i^,.figlit, . only a few 
\ minutes longer ^than he expected, left 
^ me no room for hope, that- he would 

* conient to my plunging thus alone, into 

• the 
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* the difficulties and dan^Si of the 

* world* 

^ lit n cookp tnomcnti tiiis vefleftiofi: 
^ woufd have beat faffkient to. deter me 
^ from any attempt: but my ibul was 
^ now oa fire i and irtclinatioD, oo-opc- 

* rating with the power of imagination^. 

* proved too ftrong for reafon. 1 thought 
•• I only preferred the fopcriof-.duty, ex- 

* prefily commanded by heaven, when E 
^ refolved to leave my facher^s hou&, that 
^ very night ; and launch into the bound- 
*' leis ocean* of Kf^^ without giving him any 
^ notice of mji diffign; an^ expedient^ by 
^ whfeh I flattered myfblf, that by a«otd- 

* bg an exprt& inhibition, I evaded the 

* crime of direfl: dlfebediencc, never re^ 

* membering the maxima in variably incnl- 

* cated by him, ** that candour is of the 
•• eflcnce of every virtue y* and that ** no 
«* good^ in the end propofed, can juftify 
^ any evil ia the means made ufc of ta 
^ attain, it.** 

* Vain* 
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* Vaia i» this evufioa was, it. fiknccd 
^ all my fcmples \ and I atteiul^ tho 

* call of my father to our evening's r^aft^ 
^ with « ferenity ia lany Iqc^ whk^ my 

♦ hcan^iwtt ferfitoi ftffingjif -: 



■V f 



^ But my foil iboi> ftiriink b^ck from 
^ filch deceit^ and I daiied not to cftieec 

* \m tf^y or mfom wk4^ equal! ^varcoth 

* the ki6' iA\m^ wifb which be feaied 
^ his? bei3f:di£t«^nv wiiea he: difmifTe^ me, 
< as h^fi>iidlyihOfied|,ta9e%^ iBa\if^aau9 
« omen ! Abs» ;t«o ftn&ly jBdfiUed bf 
^ tlief uabappy' eMiia Ohi whene: mt 
f^ dien my ^tiardlati aogidbPv W&}r]bi4w>t 
^flf^F ibul iome |m&ge« .db^tithi^hJiilt 

* woiiM be th« laft(r wiith whicklihmdd 
^ ever be^blefied by him I That thought 
^ would have opened my ey^s-; and 

* brought me back to reafon, and to 

* VHtoc/— ^ 

A ffooci of tears here choaked' the ut- 
terance of SeKm. He hung^ down, hia 
head'^ and fobbing aloud gave vent to 

the 
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the grief, with which the recital of this 
unhappy event had overTcharged hiy 
heart ; while Temugin kindly fympathi- 
zing with him, interrupted not the piau9 
offering of filial duty and affection. 

SECTION IV. 

NATURE at length being relieved by' 
this indulgence, the captive thus con- 
tinued. * Having but few wants, I re« 

< quired little preparation :£br my- intended 
^ expedition. As iboa a^ my. father re^ 

* tired into his own tent to reft, I girded 
^ on the (abre, and mounting the horfe^ 

< which he had provided for me to lean> 

* the execcifes of war, departed without 
f- having fo much as confidered wluthes 

^ I ihould direct my fleps«. 
« • 

^-But my infatuation was too ftrong ta 

* permit my attending to any thing, be- 
« fide cdmplcating my efcape. I therefore 
^ travelled forward during the whole night,^ 
*• withaut beftowing one thought on the 

• folly 






^ 'folly and danger of fuch an undetcr- 

* mined ftate; or (topping even for a 
^ moment, till the appearance of day re** 
^minded me of the duties of religion, 
^ when alighting from my horie, and 
^ fprinkling my face with an handful of 

* fand, for I had no water to perform the 

* ablution, I offered up the prayers of 

* the morning/-^** Break not your narra- 

* tive thus, by enumjwatiog the pcrfocm- 
^ a nee of religious duties,' interrupted 
Temugin ; ^ We will fappofe them al« 

* ways regularly perforiped.* The x:ap* 
tive bowed his head in obediencC) and 
proceeded. 

^ The^filGred awe which always accopi* 
panics a£h ^ devotion, ftilled for.fome 
moments the tumult in my mind, and 
turned my thoughts in upon myfelf. I 
flarted at the firft glimpfe of my Situa- 
tion, which now began to open upon 
me. I dared not to look back ; ^ and 
^ before me, all was darknefs and difmay* 

* I paufcd 
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^ I paufiBdtaconfideriioiviIlhouIdfpro* 

* ceedv but before I could determine 
« upon any thing, the.power of detennin- 

* ing for myfclf was taken from mc^ A 
^ troop iA Bedouins ruflied from the co* 

* vert of feme trees, near to which I had 

* flopped, and feized me as I lay proftrate 

* on the earth« 

« All the hmtors of mf iitUMjon in** 
ftsmtly arofe to my viim. > 7410 ^ more 
than bmcal ^oomhce ^^alid &iiisirtty lof 
thofe kwle& ravtfg^rsi of which I had 
heafd too miony melapciioly-inftanees, 
Irfc me bur little hope of £ivQur at dieir 
hMd$%- However, in the iflftinfti ve im- 
puife df?fel frpm fe i»ai ibflv I tfa»w. oiyiMf 
at the feet of their leader, :and embracing 
fais kneeS) oimjinied htm toiake compaf* 
fion on my youdi, a^d fuifer me to 
return to mi aged fadiot,^ whofe gtey 
hairs die Idfi of his only fon wouldnthei^ 
\ wife bring with farrow ta the guVe* 

!3ut 
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* Biit I prayed to the wiB4&' Inftcad 

* of being moved by my intreities^ . the 

* ruffian ' fpumed mc from hitn with hii 
^ foot 5 and nodding t0 hi$ folkjwew, they 
•* inftantly bound my arm&i and putting 
-* me. on; my horfe, led mc aw^ with 
f them; 



p«' • 



* What I now felt, at die thooght of 

* being thus torn, iptoh^fcgerer, from 

•♦ thcar«flCof.«yrfarftlPf^>^u^^ 

* the ang^oifli taf his Jind^ cpn ,ii^ 

* that nioraing; I ftw,. tbo* v ttfo^ . lite, 

* my crime in its pfoper cfdour$ % I pwned 
^ dv jnftiir laf ihex^itfl, mtoytmnfktci 
'* and only; gricired; for vtho: tinha|^e& 
f >«ith whtofal badoevmirii^itieddhi^.^ 






* B«r I vf8t^nQt^{dSsmdito:iniviiigi fiicfi 
^ refle&iimt^ Xfae tt^^^^ mitb which 
^ the nhrj^rs humed mf alon^^ kept my 

* fpim^ in ^involuntary motion ; ^nd the 

* novdty of their manners excited a cu- 

* rioGty, which in fome degree diverted 
t my attention from my own diftrefs. 

* On 
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* On a divifion of the captives of the 

* expedition, I fell to the lot of the leader 

* of the troop, by whom I wss appointed 
^ to the lowed offices in his fqualid oeco- 
' nomy. But I repined ftot, I remem- 

* bered the words of the prophet, that 
^' the days of man are numbered ; and 
" the events of his life written on the 
** table, ^hich ftandeth before the thrOne 
" of God, from the beginning of the 
*' world." — I therefore Jmnibled myfclf 

* before heaven ; and fubmkfied without 

* murmuring'to its idctreesi - 

, * Nor did this refignation, to the divine 
^ will, pafs 'without reward. It was taken 

* by my mafter for a willing acquiefcencc 
^ under his authority ; and in a fhort time 
< gained me his good opinion fo far, that 
^ he fet me over the other flaves of hi$ 

* houfcbold. 
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S£'CT10N V. 

^ 7 U £ fiirfib life which I m^e of sny 

< new autjhoriiiy, w^ to l^^imi the y^e 
^ of ^ndgge upQQ ny . ^low-c^m^^. 

< Tii^7 racked fii^ckfl^: fufl^innce ; thfir 
f iabpur^ \«iese iuiicd to |heir ftrength apd 
« capadia^s; and their iquls were not 

< wounded by unmerited infult or re« 

• pro^cfa, 

^ The f:Qo|fiquf n«e foon juJOti^ this 

< condu&. Tl^ wQck of our matfter was 

* performed to his fatisfafkion ^ and he 

* Skft in fafecy amqng flaves> whp had 
^ no caufe to wi/b him £vil« 

^ JPiat { was far from enjoying fuch 

< l^ppu^b as they feemed to feel at thi$ 

• Qh^n^ of theijr condition. My foul, 

• impneiSed with the deepcft fenfe pf piety 
^ ^nd virtue, w^s ihock^d at fuch ^n abr 

• ienpe of both, as degraded man below 

* the level of the brutes which perilh j 

* and I trembled with fear, that the force 
VpL. I. C ♦of 
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of example might infect my heart, and 
Gnk me down to their degenerated ftate. 
Moral virtue and religion, my father 
had often and moft earneflly inculcated 
to me, are fo eflehtially connefted, that 
the one cartnot exift without the other.' 
Gf the truth of this maxim I had abun- 
dant proof in niy prefent fituation. 



' As the revelations of the divine will," 
vouchfaftd as guides to reafon in mat- 
ters above the inveftigation of its own 
powers, were either utterly unknown,' 
or at Icaft fo corrupted as to bear no 
refemblance to the facred originals; fo 
were the very rules of conduft, and 
mutual intercourfe invariably; imprinted 
by the hand of Nature on the human 
heart, for the moft part effaced among 
them. Their knowledge of a Deity 
was uncertain, and debafed with notions 
contradiftory to thofe principles of his 
ellence, which open themfelves to rea- 
fon in its firft efforts. For beneficence 
* or gratitude they had not even a name ; 

« and 
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V and juftice was no farther known or re- 

* garded by them, than as it ferved the 
' convenience of preferving their refpec- 

* tive property, and having that recourfe 

* to force among themfelves, by which 

* all their difagreements with others were 

* decided, 

* Though the horrors infeparable from 

* flavery, were aggravated an hundred 

* fold under fuch mafters, I never loft 

* hope ; nor flackened my afliduity in the 

* execution of the truft committed to me. 
" I will do my duty," faid I, whenever 

* defpair began to fteal upon me, " and 
^' depend, upon the juftice of Heaven.** 

* A refolution, which by keeping my 
« thoughts employed, prevented them 

* from brooding over my own unhap- 

* pinefs, and thereby enabled me to 

* fupport its weight.' 

' The effecls of my management foon 
< became too evident to remain unno- 
' ticed ; though my mafter, who held it 

C 2 * beneath 
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t)eoeath fiim to look fo low, was the 
laft to perceive the change. Awakened 
at length from his inattention, he gazed 
around him m ftupxd amazement ^ and 
enquiring the caufe of what he faw, 
opened his eyes and mouth into a broad 
ftare, while I explained the reafons, and 
inftanced the advantages of my con- 
dufl: ; then awkwardly relaxing his £ba* 
tures into the firft finite of complacency 
they had ever felt, exprciled fomethin^ 
like approbation. 



* Nor did he ftop here. He repre- 
iented me in fo favourable a li^t to 
the tribe, that looking upon me now 
as one of themfelves, they admitted me 
to accompany them in dieir exctirfions 
for prey; an honour never before con* 
fcrrcd upon a captive. 
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SECTION vr. 

« THOUGH fuch a courfe of life 

* waa eqtially contrary to the pmnciples 
^ inftilled inta me by my father, and ta 

* the difpoCtioa of tny owa heart, the 
*^ hope of one day reg^ning my liberty, 
^ and returning to him, which it ieemed 
^ ta open to^Bio^ oocweighed every other 
^ con&deration^ and ftKB^caied my band 

* oa icycraL occafions. in iiick a manacr 

* as ^lined the appoobadoa of my ncv 
)^ cMipaoions^ 

« I had not been lon^ in this ibt^ 

* when in one of ottr expedUbns,. wr 
« happened to^ fall in with a Caravan^ fo 

* numerous and wtH piovided for de* 
« fence, that it speared madnds in u$ to 
^ attack them^ 

* But the profpe6t of rfch pfender^ 
^ owr-balanced every thought of danger;; 

C 3 ^ and 
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* and we fell upon them with the fury of 

* wild beads enraged by hunger, rather 
. ^ than like human creatures. 

* The event was fuch as the ralhnrfi 

* of the attempt deferved ; and we were 

* fepulfed, with the lofs of more than 

* half our nurtiber. 

' As I was not blinded by the famc^ 

* palTiohs with the reft of our troop, I 

* had prefcnce of mind to efFeft our re- 

* treat, after tHey had all given up every 

* hope of it i the importance 'of' which 

* fervice. raifed me fo high in their opi- 

* nion, that their leader being among the 

* flaih, they conferred his poft upon me. 

* This, feeming honour, only added 

* anxiety to additional • fatigue ; for as 

* they pay implicit obedience to the 

* orders of their leader, during their 

* excurfions, the care of conducing 

* which rs thrown entirely upon him ; 

• fo 
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/ fo every failure of fuccefs is imputed 
' to him as^ a crime, and expofcs him to 
^ worfe than brutal outrage. 

* But the fafcination of command, 

* made me blind to every objedion •, 

* and I entered upon my new office 

* with all the eagerncfs of inexperience, 

* encouraging myfeif with this refleftion, 

* that at any rate it was better to rule 
' than to ferve fuch favages : and that I 

.* fhould have it in my power to diredt 
' their motions to the way mod favour- 
;[ able to my efcaping from them. 

ft 

^ As I faw.that difappointment of the 
^ plunder fat heavier upon the furvivors 

* /than the lofs of their fellows, I confi- 

* dered whether it might not ftill be 

* poflible.to.compafs by .ftratagem, what 

* we had failed of by force; and revolv- 

* ing in my mind various fchemes, I at 

* length ' hit upon one, which proved 
^ fuccefsful. 

C 4 f For 
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* For fome d^s after our defeat, wfe 

* feoTcred about the caravan, uh$/bh tb 
•bear the thought of quitting it, and 

* giving up our hopes, though we could 
^ fee no prolpcft of obtaining th^m. 

* Having advanced thus a confiderablc 

* way into the defart, a ftrong wkid a^^(e 

* one morning, juft after the caravan had* 

* begun to march. This incklerft iri- 

* ftandy fuggeftcd to me, \«rhdt I had 
« Mth^rto weatied my thoughts b frtiit- 

* fcfs feiarch of. 

* Drawing our people out in a finglo 
^ line, at fomC itttefvaJ from each other, 
^ I led titctn above (be caravan, m the 

* wind I and galloping fapkBy aloltg, we 
^ railed a cloud <^ fand, whidi ^ wind 

* poviteA dbwn trpon (hem in « (onieiit 
>^ horrible to kn^ittfttions. ^ 

< As fdon as I had Msidied the end Of 

* the caravan, in this manner, I turtial 

* oflF with the foremoft of my followers, 

* and 
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» and taking a fufikienc ^rnpaH, to 
* avoid kiconvmodipg our own inen» T 
^ wa$^ i\vf^ enou^v back id the n^, to 
^ coflunue idie \\s^ as^ the la& began to 
^ move. 

* Hayuig repeated this^» a$ Smg a$ I 
^ thou^t it poflible for human« nature t<>* 
^ fupport it^ wf attacked them in the 
^ midft of their diitr^fs^ when^ finking^: 
^ under what they had fuffered;^ and con- 
^ eluding,, frbrp the manner in which t 
^ had kept up the lin^ that otir numbers. 
^ muft be many times greater than they 
*" were, they loft alt ipifit, and made but: 
^ feeble refinance.. 

** It was impoffible for mc, in the firff 
^ transports of victory, to prevent a^ car- 
^ iiage,, to which the inecju^^lity of nun^- 
^ bers unhappily gave the appeamace of 
^ nece0i^ \ but as iboq as their fury be- 
^ gan to copl, I eiserted mylfelf to put a^^ 
« ftop to thaj^ and att^ the other outra^j^ 
^ toagenfri^y offe^ ta cap^ves* 

C 5 «* The 
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• The booty gained on this occafion 

* was fo grcfat, as for fome time to fatisfy 

* dcfires which had never known bounds 

* before; a circtrmftance moft favourable 

* to my farther defigns, 

• • « * 

V • When the'captives were fccured, the 

» * 

* next thins was to take meafures for our 

*j , « ■ 

* fafe return home, which it was far from, 

* being eafy to effeft, as we were liable 

* to be attacked by the other troops of 

* Bedouins, who range thefe boundlefa 

* defarts, and make no diftindliori of 

* perfonsj where there is a profpedl of 
' prey. 

* Asi this care fell entirely upon rae> 

* I rcfolved to execute it in fuch a man- 

* ner, ias to procure the liberty of as 

* many as I could of the captives, whofe 

* lives I had faved. Accordingly, when 

* all things were in readinefs for our 
*- march, ^ I felefted thofe whofe youth 
^ made them beft able to bear the yoke 
[ of flarery ; and then difmiffcd the reft 

* in 
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* in peace, with provilions fufficient for 

* their journey : an a6t of humanity un- 

* known to the Bedouins, whofe cuftom 

* it was to flay all fuch captives as they 

* thought ufdefs to them. 

.* The difpofitions I made for our 
^ march, and the vigilance with which it 

* was condufled^ fecured our retreat 

* through the midft of many dangers, 
' fcveral troops of much fuperior force 

* having met us on our way ; but deceived 

* by our appearance, they did not dare 

* to attack us. 

SECTION VII. 

* THOUGH tlie authority of the 

^ leaders of thofe tribes has relation only 

* to the condudt of their excurfions, and 

* ceafes at their return hgrne, I flattere4 

* myfelf with a fond hope, that the great 

* fcrvice I had done them would procure 

* me an influence . which might enable 

* me to do them fcrvices ftill greater, by 

C 6 *« enlighj:^ 
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* enlightening the brutal ignorance of 

* their niifldis, aod hutnaniadng their 
manners; 



« 



* I was not infenfible of the difficuldes 

* and dangers of attacking prejudices, 
^ grown fsicred by long ufe-, and that 
^ ignorance, always captious, ieldosn fails 
^ to revey^ the imaginary afiront of in- 

* ftruAion ; but the thought of {ucccft 

* was fo pleafmg, that I was not to be 
< difeouraged from the attempt by any 
^ apprehen(k)ii» 

* The firft thing, neceflary for accom- 
^ plifhing my defigiif was to feled fbme 

* perfbn, on whom my inftrudions might 

* be bellowed to beft advantage, that he 

* might affif^ me by communicating the 

* information he fhould receive, and re- 
^ commending it from his own experience. 
^ Nor was I long at a lofs, whom to 
^ chufe. Khaltd, the fon of my hte 

* mailer, was the one in the whole tribes 
i with whooi I had the grcateft intiaiacy, 

< whether 
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< wiieibcr from the ckcumftanGe of our 

* bavir^ lived together, while I belonged 

* to hb father \ or that my having ooce 

< fdved his life at the imminent hazard of 
^ my own, had attached him to me. With 
^ him therefore I refolved to begin, not 

* more encouraged by our intimacy* than 

* becaufe I thought I perceiv^ in him 

< fomething more like that rational cu- 

* rioiity, which is the £rfl incitement to 
^ knowledge^ than in any other of the 

* tribe. 

* The only fdence of which the Bedou<» 
^ \m had even the £aimeft conception^ 
^ wais that which r4^;ard$ the mouons of 

* the heavenly bodies. But though the 

< clearnefe of their hemirphere, and the 
4 circuoaAaAce of their being ebligied by 
« the heat of the fun, to perform the 

* greateft part of their occupations in the 
^' night, ^ve t&em the moil favourable 

* opportunities for pufffuing this ftudy to 

' advantage, they had made no farther 
^ piqgieis in it) than hacatly what wa» 
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« neceflary to direft their fteps through 

* the pathlefs defarr, where they could 
^^fiave ho knd-marks to guide them in 

*-tKcir way. On this fcience therefore, 
« as ' that moft likely to intereft their at- 

* tention, I ' propofcd to found my at- 
^ tempt. 



« For this purpofe, I took occafion to 
enter into converfation with Khaled, as 
if accidentally, on the various appear- 
ances of the heavens -, and beginning 
with the firft rudiments of the fcience, 
led him, as it were, ftep by ftep, up to 
the Creator of them, proving the ne- 
ceflity of his exiftence from the exiftencc 
of his works -, and his wifdom, his 
power, and his goodnefs, from the 
wonderful conftruftion, and fupport of 
them. 



* Having thus eftabliflied in his mind, 
« the firft principle of religion, in the 
'^ belief, of a Deity, I proceeded to de- 
* duce from thence the duties of piety^ 

• I « and 
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* and moral virtue. But my endeavours, 
^ in this latter inftance, were far from 

* being attended with equal fuccefs. 



* \yhile my inftruftions had been con- 
fined to matters of meer fpcculation, 
he liftencd to me with willing attention ; 
and not! only aflfented to truths, which' 
interfered not with the tenour of his 
life,* but aHb exerted his utrrtoft aflidurty 
to communicate and inculcate them to 
others. 



* But when he faw, that an utter change 

* in his whole conduit was to be the con- 

* fequence, that paflion was to be fub- 

* jefted to reafon, and juftice made the 

* rule of aftion, no evidence, however 

* clear and conclufive, was of force fuffi- 

* cient to combat habits, pleafing in 
« praftice •, and as it were fanftified by 
' long and general reception. On the 

* contrary, from that moment, he with- 
I drew his confidence from me i and I 

* foon 
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« ibon fouml that he couAtierafk^ inftead 
f of affifti^ nay endcilvaursr 

* Though I was well aware of the dif- 
\ ficulties^ wUch this defection of Khaled 

* threw in the way of my defignsy I was- 
^ too fanguine in the purfuit to be deterred 

* by it^ and refolved to try, whether I 

* could not Gff€& by example^ what I 

< had faikd of by the force of reafon ;; 

< taking care to commence with fuch 

* things, as from their obvious advantage* 

< in a political, as well as reditude in z< 
^ motal lights I ^oncludied muft aeceC- 
I farily command inftant aOcot. 
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SECTION VIIL 

< THEr lofs) fuftaioed m the late c:^ 
pQdinMtb} had: reduced ttie numbers of 
tlite tribe; £>Jow, that <bey welt obliged 
V^ mctmiii ae* hoine^ for fear of being 
ovQr*p0wer#d .by jbtee of the other 
tribes^ wfaqo) th^ fliigbt mott la their 
excurfions. . 



< A8 tbey were ienfiUe of this 
^ vaiiU0s» the fevereft totbeoH of which 
< thejF had any iefifei 1 jvdgitd thtt an 
^ atttmpt to Kmedy ii^ muft i)eembraced 
S whk the greateftreadinds and joy« 



< Though the irt<dMteit of tho marriage 
^ bed^ was guarded agatnft attoag tfaetin^ 
** by every' preventive car^ cfwy ttitot 
* of puni{hment» the female ib^ bcfbtt 
« that bond, was abandoned to the moft 
f ihatntk6 {tfoilitiicibxu 

f Criminal 
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* Criminal as this cuftom was, the me- 

* thod taken to remedy what were looked 
' upon to be the only bad efiefts of it, 

* was ftill a greater crime. The wretched 

* fruits of this licentious commerce wf re 

* expofed to perifh in the defart, without 
^ regard to the duty of paternal tender- 

* nefs, or the welfare of the community 
^ thus robbed of its fuf^ort. 

^ Againft a pra£tice, lb contradictory 

* to nature, as well as to reafon^ I urged 

* every argument which either could fug- 

* geft J and to. give weight to my .wprdi^, 

* began the reformation of it among tny 

* own ilaves, branding with a mark of 

* infamy every female p^rfilting in pro- 

* mifcuous proltitutiort ;' anjl obliging 
e* every male to rcarj ancl^niaintain by ex^ 
f traordinar y labour, eVery ijtifant afllgned 

* to him. . : . . /. i' V *^ * 






• Though, as 1 have before obferved, 
^ the public advantage was as obvious, as 

. • ^ - * the 
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* the private virtue of. this regulation, 

* a general outcry was inftantly raifcd 
' againft it. The unmarried of both fcxes 

* exclaimed that they.were robbed of the 
' liberties and rights of nature ; and the 

* whole tribe declared againft the intoler- 

* able tyranny and crime of fuch ah inno- 

* vation, which, as they alledged, would 

* compel people to * rear children againft 

* their wills \ and contmry to their con* 
' vcnience. 

■ 

* It is impoffiblc to cxprefs what I felt 

* at this utter difappointment of hopes, 

* upon which I had fo ftrongly let my 

* htart. I now, too late, remembcrec! 
^ what I had often heard from my father,* 

* that " though it is the - duty of every 
" perfon,'and efpecially of thofe, whofe 
** ftation may give influence tp their cx- 
** ample,- to live according to the didates^ 
" of reafon afid virtue, yet a general re* 
" formation of manners is not to be too 
" fanguinely expeftcd from the nioft emi- 
** nent example- or beft eorltertcd fcheme,' 

'^^ « if 
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^ if the circamftanccs of the fifiic» ftre 
^ not affifting v but when th«fe co-eperace^ 
^ Che moft iooM^deraUe, Md improbable 
^ means ^re found fuffieient to accomplUb 
^ the greateft endi^'^^^But my thoughts 
weiae foon diverted ffom thefe refleftionSf 
ID maicterfli of nearer concern to me. 

^ The charge of making innovations in 
dsir eftabtilbed cuftoms, was looked 
upon to be ib atrocious avCrime^ that they 
rdblved Mlantly to put a ftop to it, hf 
the moft essemplary puniihment, in order 
to deler any future prefumption of the 
.kind; for which pqrpo^ they fuddenT/ 
iwfounded my tent, and having feized 
nde before I comkl attempt either defence 
or cfcape, were {mweedkg to drag vm 
out of die camp, ki drder to ftooe me 
to cfeath^ when I owed my iafety to a 
^nciple, from which I had never eic» 
pci&ed to receive fo great a benefit. 



« KJhaIed» who bad totally eflxanged 
\ Umielf froad 0ic» for ibme time, and 

# was 
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* iras now become one o£ my loudeft ac- 

* cokfssy no fooner perceived ihcur kitei^ 
^ tioA, than be rulhcd out oi the Pj;oydh 
•* and clainssd me ibr his Aav^t ^ hawng 

* been the pwpmyflf his fiither. 

^ I availed myklf of tbe ntomw^^ry 
^ chcok, which ifliss claim |^w tQ their 
^ fury, to fpeak in my owa defence. I 
« jdemanded to knov^ my Qtmcp mi my 
« aocufers. I pleaded my iervjic^. I cal- 
« ied upm t^eir girauwde. I af-gyed, up- 
•« bnaidedy s^ beip^ght ; but^aU^egAially 
^ in vain. My voice wa$ drowned in jdve 
^ cry 9£ffmn4fi0h which iv^as i^ared^pm 
« evefy mouthy a^ftd wi^ow 4pi£;4iqg to 
« make any oCh^ X«ply, tdiey.difc^^ g^iie 

* me up :to IChf^d> to rftjiirn po ^ iUte 

* of flavcry, from which I was deemed 
< unworthy to .be. fjreedf ffizij^ ^n, my 
« flwr«, and. every thii^g which bptoogQd 

* to nxe, aj^ipuWic property 5 fir o^bcr J 
« ihouW'^j?, iw pwp^r ol^rjls of pi*lic 
^ rapine. 



As 
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* As foon as the croud wcs.difpcrfcd, I 

* turned to Khalcd, and thinking he had 

* dcvifed this claioi only to fave my life, 

* was advancing to embrace him, in tefti- 

* mony of my gratitude j but I was loon 

* undeceived. Without (hewing the lead 
* ' concern for my misfortune, or ' e\ eil 
•taking notice of ever having known me 

* before, he ordered me to be thrown into 

* a kind of dungeon, where they were 

* wont tb keep fuch flavcs, as were found 

* unferviceable to them, till a certain fea- 

* fon of the year, when they difpofed- of 

* them, and fuch other parts of their 

* fpoil, as they had no bctafion' for them- 

* felves, to merchants, whom they went 

* to meet for' that ^^u^rpofe, in exchange 

* for matters of more immediate ufe, . 

* Thefe occurrences were far from clear- 
ing up the doubts, which had been the 
caufe of my leaving the .bofom of my 
father. - On entering the dungeon, my 
foul (hrunk in upon itfelf in horrour. 
« If this be real life," faid I, « better did 

« it 
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** it appear in the mirrour of fpeculation. 
*' Mprc favourably was the fliadow to be 
** judged of, than the fubftance !" — 

* It was fome happinefs to me however, 

* not, to be left long to thefe refledions, 

* That very evening, a party of the 

* Bedouins fet out to meet the merchants, 
^ and took me with them, among the 

* other ufclefs lumber, which they wanted 

* to difpofe of ; when Khaled {h€\yed his 

* proficiency in knowledge, and virtue, 

* by the value he fet upon his inftaiftor, 

* giving me; in exchange for a wallet, 
^ m^de of the (kin of an ^i%. 



: ^r* 
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SECTION IX. 

• THE merchant^ whofe property I 
^ thus ^became, tbinkiog he faw Ibmeching 
^ in my appearance^ not iinworthy of his 
^ ftroor, as ibon as die Arabs had con- 
^ eluded their markets, and departed, 
* afkod tne in a humane maoner, ^< for 
«^ what fault I had been fold at fo low a 
« price ?♦• 



my tongue knew no language but 
^ that of truth, I not only infernned him 
< of what he enquired, buc aUb of thb 
^ firft motive and manner of my leaving 
* my father, and the end propoied by my 
^ travels: to all which he liftened wifh 
^ attention ; and then told me, when I 
' had concluded, that <* thefe were mat* 
^"^ ters, about which he had never con* 
^^ cemed himfelf *, that all h\s care was^to 
<^ buy and fell as well as he could ; and 
*^ that he was content to take the world 
;* as he found it, witl^out enquiring 

3 ^ farther 
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^< farther into the adions of men, than 
<^ as they might afied): his own intereft." 



< Contraded as thefe fentiments then 
appeared to me, I was foon ienfible of 
the advantage in my change of fituation. 
My new mafter had much experience 
of the world, and its ways ; and where 
a view to intereft did not interfere, 
formed juft conclulions from what he 
faw, 

* The converfation of fuch a man, 

* which I enjoyed in the moft unrefervcd 

* intimacy, fweetened the bitter cup of 

* flavery, affording me plcafure, and in- 

* ftruftion, at the fame time. Without 
^ attempting to trace motives, or confe^ 

* quences, he related plain fafts ; and in 
^ them fupplied a kind of artificial expe- 
' rience, unincumbered with thofe dif- 

* quifitions, which for the greater part 

* only obfcure what they pretend to iJlu* 

* ftrate, and are more apt to miflcad, 

' than guide reafon to the right way. 
Vol. I. D « One 
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* One evenings as I was fitting by my- 
< ielf in his tent, indulging the fond 

* hope, which my mailer's favour feemed 

* to open to me, of returning to my 

* father, he entered, and feating himfelf 
*near me, " Sclim,** faid tit, ^l have* 
« obferved your demeanor ever fince you 
" have been with me, and fee that your 
" wifdom much exceeds your age. I have 
•* therefore refolved to confult you on an 
•' affair, which gives me much anxiety ; 
*' and if your fentiments concur with 
" mine, Ihall be glad of your affiftance to 
** carry them into execution. 

« I have followed this painful profefllon 
" of a merchant, with various fuccefs, 

for many years, without being ever able 
to acquire a fufficiency for the fupport 
<* of old age, in comfort and decency. 
** Often indeed, have I thought myfelf 
" within fight of the end of my wiflies, 
^^ but fome unforeieen misfortune hath as 
^ often difappointcd my hopes, A re- 

« vcrfe. 
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** vcrfe, which I have too much reafbn to 
** apprehend at this tinte. 



€C 
CC 

«c 

C4 
CC 



CC 



In the courfe of my prefent journey^' 
it has been my fortune to purchafe a 
female flave, of fuch exquifite beauty, and 
rare accomplifhments, that I may well 
cxpeft to fell her to the Sultan of Cairo, 
whither I am now going, for fo high a 
price, as fhall make the reft of my days 
happy, if her own perverfenefs does not 
prevent me. 



CC 
CC 



An invincible melancholy has preyed 
upon her heart, from the firft day of 
*' her coming into my pofleffion. She 
^' keeps a gloomy filence, which . neither 
*« threats, promifes, nor intreaties can 
*' prevail upon her to break. She turns 
*' away, with dilguft, from every attempt 
*« made to entertain her 5 and the fufte- 
*• nance (he takes is fo little, that it ihews 
" fhe wifhes to fliorten the number of her 
** days, 

D 2 <« Such 
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" Such a conduft alarms me with ap- 
*' prehenfions, not only of miffing my 
** expcded profit, but alfo of lofing the 
*^ great price I have given for her. A 
*« lofs, which I can not bean What I 
*' have to propofe to you therefore, is 
** that you will ftrivc to irifinuate yourr 
•" felf into her confidence -, I am not in- 
^« fcnfible of the danger of fuch a truft ; 
** but I know your difcretion, and depend 
^ upon your virtue. 



** I fufpcQ: that her heart fofters fome 
♦* fecret grief! If it could be difcovered, 
** means might poffibly be found to ad- 
** minifter alleviation to it, at lead;. Will 
•** you then try to make this difcovery ? 
*« The human heart finds comfort in the 
•* communication of it's woes; and if 
** you can once engage her attention, I 
«* have no doubt, but fhe will open her* 
« felf to you."— 

* There was fomething fo uncommoa 
^ in the nature of this propofal, that ic 

* raifed 
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* raifcd a curiofity I had never felt before^ 
« Totally engaged in the purfuit of know- 
« ledge, under the eye of my father, I 
^ had never had any particular intercourfe 

* with the female fex ; nor formed any 

* notion of that power, which nature ha& 

* given them over the heart of man. 

^ I had a defire therefore to fee a wo^ 
^ man, on whom were founded expefllar- 

* tions, which appeared to mc fo extraor*- 

* dinary -, and readily undertook a com^ 

* miffion,^ witk the dangers of which I 
< was unacquainted j if I Ihould not 

* rather fay, that the mention of thofe 
'• dangers was my firfl: motive for under^ 

* taking it, as it feemed to promife aa 

* opportumty of raifing myfelf ftill higher 

* in the opinion of my matter^ by my: 
^ furmounting them. 



^z 
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SECTION X. 

* THE firft time I faw her, fbe was 

* fitting in her tent, with her eyes fixed 

* upon the ground, and motionlefs^ as if 

* the action of every fenfc was fufpcnded,. 

* Struck with the fight, I gazed on 
^ her, and while my eyes eagerly devoured 

* her beauties, thought I was only ftudy- 

* ing how to addrefs her in the manner 

* mod likely to anfwer the hopes of my 

* matter, 

* I had ftood thus for fomc moments^ 

* melting in fenfations utterly new to me» 

* when the fair flave, not having perceived 
^ my entrance, exclaimed with a figh, 

* which feemed to burflr her heart, ** Un- 
** happy Sappho ! To what new mifery 
•• am I referved ?**— 

* The found of her voice awoke me 

; from the cxtafy, in which I had ftood 

« entranced. 



Prince $f BsTtis« ^$ 

* entmnced. Throwing tnylelf eagerly 
« at her feet, " Lovely Sappho !" faid I, 

* feizing her hand,: and prefling it to my 

* heart, " uafold the caufe, the nature c«f 
•« your unhappinefs, and depend upon 
•* every efibrt, in the power of man to 
^ make, for your rclief/*^ 



* Her furprize at fo unexpefted an ad- 
'* dreii deprived her of utterance for fome 

* niomeiits* Recovering at length, . ^* Infi- 
*^ dious man,'' faid * fhe, tearing away her 

* hand witb indignation,. ^^ to intrude upoa 
^ my foUtude, in ord^ to fteal the fecret9 
f ^ of my ibul ! But your bafe arts (hall 
^ not avail I In my name, you know 
^ more, than I ever intended to difcover f 
*« But more than that Ihall you never 
^ know.'WSaying which Ihe wrapped 
^ herielf in her veil ^ and refumed her 
^ filenoe, which my moft paflionace en-- 
^ treaties couM not prevail upon^ her to 

* break. 

D 4 rTh» 
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^ This repuUe threw a damp upon my 

* fpirics, which I knew not how to ac- 

* count for. I was furprized at what 1 

* felt, I queftioned my heart, whence it 

* could proceed j and at length refolved 

* it into my anxiety to fcrve my mailer, 

* heightened perhaps, as I thought, by 
^ compafiion for fo fair a creature. 

^ This thought encouraged me to pro-* 
ceed, with double affiduity; in the 
execution of the taik affigned me. I 
walked befide her camel, as {he tra- 
velled, beguiling the way, with tales 
of entertainment ^ and veries, which I 
hourly compo&d in praife of her beauty. 
I lulled her to fleep with fongs of love, 
and confolation. t ) 



^ Such a conduA could not fail to zScA 
* an heart naturally fufceptible of the ten* 
< dereil imprefllons. She relaxed her 
« refcrve. She received my fervices with 
^ complacency; and admitted me to a 
familiarity, which was foon improved 

* into 
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* into that tender kind of friendlhfp,L 
« which can fubfift only between the dif-; 

* ferent fexes* 

* As I was walking one eveningi by 
^ the fide of her camel, converfing withr 
^ her on indifferent fubjefts, fhe dropped 

* fome expreflions of furprize, at my never* 

* having fhpwn any curiofity to know who 
*- fhe was, or by what means (he had been* 

* brought into her predent. unhappy ftate» 

* This was an opening, which I had 

* anxioufly watched. for. I replied, " that> 
< far from being incurious about anys. 

* thing which concerned her, my heart 
^ panted with the eagercft defire to know' 

^ every incident of her life, in hope of ~ 

* making fome difcovery, which might: 
' fuggeft the means of removing her unhap- 
^ pinefs; but that T had been kept filent: 

* by refpeft, and fear of awakening that: 

* grief, which I. had the pteafure to fee. 

* in fome mcafure beginning to fubfide,!* 



D 5 \ Thanking 
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* Thanking me for my delicacy, flie 
faid with a reprehenfive fmile, that her 
griefs were too deeply imprmted on her 
heart, ever to be forgotten ; but though 
flie could not flatter berfelf with the 
fainted: hope, of its beii^ poflible for 
me to afford her relief, &e owed too 
much to my humanity to refufe gratify- 

J«ing me, with the information I defired. 

• Saying this, fhe paufed for a few 
* minutes, to recover her fpirits; then 
< wiping away a tear, which accompanied 
^ the recoUe^ion of her misfortunes, fhe 
f began in thefe words. 
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SECTION XI. 

" MY name you already know. I was 
•* born in the ifland of Mytikne, of a 
«* family which never knew difgrace, be- 
** fore I was unhappily added to it, 

" The fondnefs of my facher viewing, 
*^ in too favourable a lights, the i^oor en- 
^^ dowments bellowed upon me by na- 
«* ture, he fpared no pains to improve 
<< them^ by every accompliflunent of 
*^ education^ flattering bimfelf with the 
<* hope, that they might raiiib. me to a 
<^ more exalted rank in life, by alluring 
^< the aSedion of fome of our yoong 
*^ nobility, whoie own riches comld enable 
<^ them to coniult inclination only in the 
^ matrimonial choice, as he bad not him* 
«* felf a fortune to give with me, ccjual ta 
** his wiifaes. 

•* Wc often owe the difappointment of 

^ our defighs to the very means, upon 
/ D 6 ^' which 
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^< which we build our moft fanguine 
" hopes of their fuccefs* 






C< 



The power of pieafmg, in which 
nature was thought to haire been moft: 
♦* liberal to me, was my voice. Fond of 
mufic himfelf, my father omitted no- 
thing, which could conduce to perfect 
^* me in an accomplilhment fo uniyerfally 
^^ admired. I was inftruded in the ufe 
^< of every inftrument. I had matters of 
«* every country to modulate my voice, 
^ and form my judgment, and fame faid 
^^ that- their endeavours were not un*; 
«• fucceisfuL 

<^ Among thefe matters, the moft cele- 
^^ brated was one, who had been educated 
^^ in the feraglio of the Khalif of Bag- 
<^ dat. The care taken in that jealous 
** court, to prevent the minifters of plea- 
i* fure from abufing the accefs, which 
*« their occupations neceflarily give them 
•* to the female fex, prevented alfo my 
^ father's having any apprehenfion of dan-* 
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^^ ger, from the familiarity of his accefs 
** to me. I pradiied with him every 
** hour, alone, in every drefs and every 
^^ attitude he thought proper % to try,* as 
^' be pretended, which fuited beft the 
** powers of my voice. 

« Of all the pleafures of fenfe, that 
*^ which captivates the foul mod: ftrongly 
^' is mufic. By its command over the 
<< paffions, it commands the heart, while 
^' it filences reafon by its union with fenti-> 
** ment, 

*^ Nor is this command exerted only 
" over the hearen The feelings of the 
** performer advance with his execution^ 
^^ till he becomes infenfibly the flave of 
<^ his own art, as I foon unhappily ex; 
^ perienced, 

" The praifes, which I received for my 
<* proficiency, warmed my heart with 
" gratitude to my teacher, to whofe inde^ 
Jf fatigable affiduity I was fcnfible of my 

^ being 
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^* being indebted for them ; and doubled 
1^ my attention to bis inftruftions. 

•« In vocal exprefliofl, the attitude of 
•* the body naturally accom^panies the fen- 
** timcnt. My teacher pradifed this to 
^ an extreme, which I at firft thought 
** ridiculous, and difgufting. But that 
•* difguft fbon wore off. I faw him, if I 
«* may ufe the expreffion, only with my 
^^ ears; and found fuch pkafure in his 
•« voice, that every thing he did pleafed 
« me, 

^< Such a jprepofleffion in Tits favour 
f^ could not k>ng efcape his obfervation, 
f^ He perceived it too plainly v and took 
f^ an advantage of it, eqtially bale and ab« 
•* furd, to attempt- improving my admi- 
« ration of his voice into a paffion for 
" himfelf. 

•* With this intent, whenever we prac- 
*♦ tifed alone together, he chole none but 
J^ the moft tender themes of love for Hisf 

" leflbtis V 
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^ leflbns; and not content with my 
*^ accompanying his voice, as before, 
«^ taught me aUb to imitate his looks and 
^< geilureS) in which he proceeded to 
** every endearment of the paffion he 
*f cxprefled, till Nature, catching fke, 
^' realized thie imitation on my hearty 
•' and I felt the flames he only afted. 

<^ My foul had, till now, been fo tcv* 
^^ tally engrojGfed by my pafllon fo» 
*^ mufic, that I had never before fek 
** the impulfe of any other. Pleaied 
^^ therefore with fenfations I did not ua^: 
<< derftand^ I took M pains to conceal 
« them. 

^« It is Impoflfib]^ to defcribe the rage 
<< of my fat;her, at a diicovery ib deftruo* 
^9 tive to his hopes, fb fatal to his fond* 
** nefs for me. He diredly turned ofF 
" my teacher in the mofl: opprobrious 
** manner i and loading me with every 
^ reproftch of ingratitude^ degeneracy. 



^'and* 
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«« and folly, interdided my ever feeing 
« him, with the fevercft menaces, 

« Nothing fhews the natural right of 
«* the human foul to liberty ib ftrongly, 
«< as the reludancy with which it bears 
^ every femblana of reftraint.^ 

«< Though my heart had been warmed 
«« by the caseflcs of my teacher, I was 
<« fo far from having a confirmed paffion 
<« for him, that I knew not even what 
^ that warmth meant; and would have 
<• rejefted any direft offer of love from 
^ him with indignation. But my pride 
«« was now piqued on the oppofite fide, 
«* by this treatment from my father; 
<< and I thought it no- more than a jiifi: 
•« aiTertion of my liberty, to do that 
•« which he had unjuftly attempted to 
«« prevent my doing. 

** My teacher, who had found means 
*« to have intelligence of every thing 
if which pafled upon the occafion, foon 

" availed 
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^ availed himfelf of this fpirit of liberty, 
<^ (fhould I not rather call it contradic- 
•* tion ?) which my father had raifed in 
** me. He requefted a private interview, 
which in the prefent ftate of my mind 
I made no difficulty of granting ; when 
*« preffi'ng his fuit with all the ardor of 
<* defire, and treating the charge of its 
^< abfurdity with contempt, as a calumny 
*• devifed only to deceive my inexpe- 
•* rience, he worked up my paffions, par- 
** ticularly my refentment, to fuch an 
<* height, that he obtained from me a 
^< promiie of marriage under the ian^ioU 
^ Qi the moft folemn vows. 
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SECTION XIL 

•* A moment's refledtion ihcwed me all 
the mifery into which I bad plunged 
myfelf ; but I was, not Ipng permitted 
tt merely to refled upon it. 

<< My. promi&d hufband could not con* 
f^ ceal his triumph over the contempt 
<^ and contumely w^h which he had beea 
^ treated by my father. The ccmfequencc 
^ of this indifcretion was equally fevere 
^ upon us both^ I^e was thrown into 
^^ the cotnmpn prifon, wh^re he fufiered 
^ all the indignities and wretchednefs of 
^^ poverty and guitt among the vUeft male^ 
** faftors, for having feduced a pupil, 
" whom he had been entrufted to teach 
^" for hire ; while my father, in virtue of 
** his paternal authority, confined me to 
*' my chamber, in which I was guarded 
^* with the mod rigid vigilance, and de- 
•* nied every thing like pleafure, or even 
^ comfort 5t in order to punilh me for my 

•^ paft 
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*^ pad difobedience, ^d bend me to his 
*< purpofe of breaking the engagement 
*? into which I had entered* 

*' But this feverity difappointed itfelf, 
•* and only hardened my refolution into 
f* obftinacy. Though I favr all the wretch- 
** ednefs I had to expe£t, with fuch a 
*« hufband, in a life of vagrant poverty, 
<^ dependance and di^race^ I dreaded dill 
^ more the feoffs of my acqo^ntance, 
^^ and the bad treatment of my faftiily^ 
** of which I had already tafted fo bit* 
^ teriy, (hould I remain among them* 

^ I therefore determined ta feign a 
** paffion which I did not feel, as the 
*« only excufe for my folly ^ and take 
•« my fate, ho¥rcver hard, among ftran- 
^ gers,^ away from the flights and xtm 
^ proacbea of my friendst 

*^ I fay, a paflion which I did not feeK 
" For upon examining my heart, I 
^< found in it none of that cnihufiafn^' 

" that 
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" that madnefs of love, which is dc* 
^^ Icribed as delighting in dangers, and 
^^ fweetening diftrefs. I found it had 
«' been the mufic I had loved, not the 
** man ; and that the connexion between 
«* them had even Icffened that lovci I 
^< had dreamed of happinefi, but I awoke 
« to mifery. 

** My obftinacy at length fo effeftually 
^* weaned me from my father's love, that 
•* he caft me off from his care, and aban- 
** doned me to my fate 5 when the firft 
•* ufe I made of my liberty was to fly 
•* to my teacher, and perform my pro- 
'< mife of marriage, amid all the horrors 
•« of his prifon. 

<« Formed by nature for love, the hu-' 
« man heart fympathizes inftin6tively in 
<< the misfortunes too often occalloned by 
•« it. This aft of mine had fuch an ap- 
c* pearande of thq, infatuation of that paf- 
« fion, that it moved the pity of all who 
?^ were not immediately intcrefted in the 

«« honour 
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<< honour of my family ; and my huiband 
*< found protcftors, who foon reflored 
«* him to liberty. 

«* Our fituation, however, fcemcd to be 
<* but little amended. |,We were at liberty 
^< to go whither we lifted \ but we wanted 
<< the means -, and to remaining where we 
*< were, could we even have fubfifted 
** there, I would have preferred periihing 
^^ of famine in any other place* 

*' At length the cold h^id of charity^ 
^ fcantily enabled us to travel to the me« 
** tropolis 5 where curiofity to hear a 
voice, which had had power to invert 
the laws of nature, for fome little time 
^' drew fuch crowds to my hufband^s per« 
<^ formances, that we were relieved £tx)m 
^* the immediate preflure of poverty. 

^' But xnoft dearly did I purchafe this 
** relief. The curiofity of the public was 
** not confined to my huiband. They 
^' muft alfo fee the fubjeA of his triumph ; 

« the 
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^ the fool, who bad facrificed fenfe t6 
<• found. Every one, who patronized^ 
** aflumcd a right to vifit him* I wai 
** (hewn from morning till night, to a 
** fucceflion of ftrangers, who broke' in 
** at all h'ours, without refpedb or cere-* 
•* mony ; and gazed at me with as much 
** indelicacy and infolence, as if I had 
** been a monfter exhibited to light for 
« hire. 

" Nor did I fpffer from their gazing 
" only. They infuited me inceflantly, 
** with fuch ribbald queftions, and fuch 
«* bafe propofals, as were an outrage upon 
" the female charafter : and when I ven- 
^^ tured to exprefs difapprobation of their 
^* behaviour, though in the moil humble 
" terms, they treated my tears with ridi- 
** cule •, and threatened to punifh me for 
** fuch prefumptuous afFedation, as they 
«* gibingly called it, by withdrawing their 
^ favour from my huiband. 

I «« Much 



K— 
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^ M^ch a$. I w^s humbled in my own 
** eyes, my Ipirit was not yet fufQciently 
*^ fubdued to fubmit to iuch ufage, £ 
<< complained to my hufband, in bitterne& 
^ of foul ; and declared my refolutioa 
" to Ihut myfelf up from the fight of the 
^< worlds rather than fuffer a repetitioA 
« of it. 






4€ 



But I w^s far from receiving the ap- 
probation of my conduft, much lefs 
the protection I expeded from him. 
«* He anfwered me coldly, that my fcnfi* 
** billties were too lively, and took unne* 
ceflary o£fence ; that what I complained 
of was merely a thing of courie ; that 
we muft humour the caprices of thofe, 
" by whofe favour we lived ; and that 
^^ other women^ inftead of being offended 
^< by the propofals made to me, would 
^* have turned them to good advantage^ 
^^ as they were indeed one of the beft 
ff refources in our way of life. 

cc It 

^— 
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I *^ 1% is in^oflible to exprefs what I felt 
^ on his iayiog^ this. I thought < I had 
•* before fcen all the horrors of my fitua- 
^ tion; but thefe words opened new, 
^ of which I had not had the remoteft 

4 

^ conception ; atid betrayed the infa- 
^ moiis origin- of all his bafe defigns 
5* upon me. 

•* As foon as the fullnefs of my heart 
^ permitted me to fpeak, I anfweml him 
•* with a look of the moft poignant dif. 
** dain, *• that what he meant by bis way 
•* of life, I knew not, nor defired to 
<* know ; but that minet though a life of 
•* folly and misfortune, had ever been, 
« and ever fhould be, a life of virtue and 
•* honour, nor would 1 add to the dif- 
*« grace I had already brought upon my 
" family, by departing from thofe prin- 
•* ciples, to fave myfelf from perifliing 
•* of famine, as I juftly defcrved.** — 
<* Saying which, I retired to my cham- 
^ ber^ nor could all his expoftulations, 
3 " menaces. 
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^ menaces, or entreaties, ever prerail 
^' upon me to alter my refolution. 

** The curiofity which our ftrange ad-' 
«* venture had raifed, was no fooner gra*' 
** tified, than my hufband's voice loft its 
** attr^ftion ; and we funk back into our 
** former diftrefs ; for fuch a flave was 
«* he to the appetites which he could 
^^ indulge, that he always laviihed his 
** acquifitions in the inftant ; nor ever let 
** the wants of yefterday, warn him to 
•* make provifion for the morrow. 






" I was now obh'ged to fly my native 
country, and enter upon a life of ^a- 
^rancy, literally for a model of bread ; 
*' without the illufion of hope, or gratifi- 
" cation of paflion to filence the reproaches' 
«' of reafon, and divert my thoughts from 
^* dwelling upon the wretchednefs into 
** which I had plunged myfelf. 

** The fcene was the fame wherever we 

^' went Curiofity, for he took care to 

Vol* I. E " make 
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*« make my folly known, at firft procured 
^' us momentary relief, which was as 
** quickly diflipated ; fo that we were 
" dways in the extremes of poverty or 
** profuiion. 



C4 



My <»)ly {hadow of fatisfaAion ^as, 
" that my hulband defifled from his bafe 
<< follicitations ^ in expectation, as I loon 
^' faw, that the converfation of fuch com- 
" pany, of cither fex, as I was obliged 
<* to confort with, would in time under- 
mine my principles, and reconcile me 
to enter willingly into all their ways. 



cc 



^ But his neceflities foon became too 
** urgent, to permit his waiting for an 
*' eflfeft, of which he thought himfelf fo 
^ fecure ; and he compkated the villainy 
^ of his firft fedudion, by felling me for 
^ a flave to this merchant. 



u 



My refentment, as the bafe wretch 
** never dared to fee me more, fell juftly 
.*^ upon myfislf i and I rcfolved to ihorten 

« the 
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« the dayg of my mifery gradually^ by 

** abftinence, as the leaft painful way. 

" But your kind confolations have Ihakea 

*' that refolution* In the feraglio of the 

•* fultan, for which you fay I am de- 

** ftined, I fhall have tranquillity at leaft, 

** and that is the nearcft approach to hap- 

♦* pinefs which I have any right to hope 

** for in this world." 

SECTION XIII. 

' WHEN the fair Have had finifhed, 
•- I left her to recover her fpirits, which 

* appeared to be exhaufted by the length 

* and nature of her ftory •, and upoa 

* confidering the circumftances of it, I 

* thought I had found the objeft of my 

* fearch, in the fource of her misfortunes, 
^* All the evil in this world, all the errors 
*• in the condud: of man," faid I, " cer- 
** tainly proceed from wrong education. 
** How could (he efcape the fnare, into 
" which flie was led by thofe, whoo) Na- 
^^ ture and Reafon taught her to look 

E 2 *' upon 
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^ upon as her fafeft guides ? With what 
<« colour of juftice could her father blame 
^ her, for a condufit which was the necef- 
^ fary confequence of his own indifcre- 
** tion ? From wrong education certainly 
•* proceed all the evils which deform 
« human life/* 

* I was pfcafcd with this difcoveiy ; and 

* plumed myfelf not a little upon the iaga- 

* city which had made it. But my cxul- 
« tation lafted not long. 

** But if her father's indifcretion," I 

* continued on farther reflection, *^ was 
*« the caufe of her firft error, was his 
*' exertion of the facred right of paternal 
•' authority, a juft caufe for perfifting in 
** that error ? For aggravating it by di- 
<* reft difobedience to his juft command ? 
.« Did this .indiilcrction of the father, in 
«* giving. his daughter fo wrong an educa- 
•'^ tion — Did the villainy of the hufband 
•« in bafely felling into flavery the vidim 
V of his bafe fedu<5tion^ proceed from 

" errors 
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«* errors in thck education alfo ? — There 
^ is more in this matter than I was aware 
" of. I fhould be acquainted wit^ every 
*' particular, to be able tQ forni a juit 
•♦ judgment of the whole.. 

*' And even, ff I knew all thefe cir^ 
*« cumftances, is it fafe to extend a judg- 
-** ment formed upon one event, or one 
*^ feries of events^ to the infinitely varied 
" tenor of human life? I muft fufpend 
" my opinion, till I (ball harve fcai far- 
*' ther into the interior principles on which 
** it is conduced. A wrongs education^ 
^^ is certainly the Iburce of njany evils ; 
^* but it is not equally certain, that it is. 
•** the fource cf alU" 

; - . * - * 

4 

^ Though many drcumftances in the 
^ ftory of the fair flave had neccfiarily 

* lowered her in my opinion, they feemed 
^^ to have a contrary effcft upon my heart. 

* To the corapaffion which I had before 

* felt for her fufferingB, was now added 
^ a-defire to corred the errors from which 

E 3 * they 
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« they fpfungi a talk which I flattered 

* myfelf would be as eafy as pleating^ 

* from the candor with which ihe had coti- 

* fcflfed them. 

* 

* Happy in this thought, I entered 

* abruptly, at our next meetings into 
^ thofe partic\iUrs, in which I thought 

* fhe had been moft to blame ; and exfif* 

* mining them clofely, proved by aigo- 
^ ments more conclufive than compbi&nt, 
' that all her misfdrtunes had proceeded 
« from herfelf. 

* Though her looks fufficiently ihewed 
^ that this fubjeft was far from being 
< pleafing to her, fhe ^ heard me to the 

* end, without interruption 5 When inftead 
^ of making any reply to the purpofe of 
^ what I had been faying, Ihe hummed 

* a tune for a few minutes, and then 
^ afked me, if I had heard whether the 

fultan was fbhd of mtific. 
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* So contemptuous a repulfe embarrafled 

• me fo much, that it was fomc time be- 
« fore I could make her any anfwer. At 

• lengthi bowing coldly, I toW her, that 
^ the fultan's tafte was one of thefe fecrets 

• of the feraglio, with which the voice of 

• fame prefumed not to meddle : adding, 
< with a fignificant; iinile, that I had 

• pleafed mj^If with the hopes of turr>* 
^ ing her attention to objeifis more worthy 

• of ic. 

* She fiiw my embsurraffment, and feemed 
^ unwilling to encreafe it. " Your inten- 

• tion,*' flie anfwercd, " did not efcape 
**-iny notice; but I cannot accommodate 
** myfelf to it. You have drawn fo favour- 
*« able a picture of the life led. in the 
^ feraglio, that I have fixed my heart 
" upoti entering into it,- If the fultan is 
^< fdnd of mufic, I ^have no fear but I 
^* fhaU gain his favour Such a conqueft 
" only can compenfate for my paft mis- 
^ fortunes; and I would attempt itto- 
*' morrow, if I were at liberty,, and able 

E 4., " to 
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««^tb'ftiltow-'ihy- oWh iricliiiatfdns. '^ Any 
•••' advicfe ^Yi/tt^foTty ' which you can give 
*» mt to iacGompIifh this, I ffiall receive 
^*'With gnatitudc. ' To any other purpofe 
** it will ' be in vain for you to ad- 
^ vife me-** 

* So peremptory a declaration efFcftu- 

* ally filenced me# I bowed my head 

* refpeftfuUy, and left her, without fay- 

* ing another word^ refolved never to 

* think of her more. 

* I was fodn fenfible, that the only way 
« to fulfil this refolution was to avoid her 
' company. * I therefore tdld - the nier- 
*:chanc what fhe had faid to me, who 

* thanked me in the warmcft terms for the 

* fcrvice I had done him, in reconciling 

* her :to his views ^ and acquiefced in my 

* opinion, that it was not neceflary for 
^ noe to continue my rifits to her. 

* Such a facrifice to reafon was not un- 
f attended with pain ; nor am I certain 

* that 



.* that I ^uld hav€..per^ftedin myrcfoi 
^ lution, but that our .arrivpil at Caira 
^ produced fuch an unexpeded change in 
^ my ncuation) that: if the remembrance 

* of the fair flave would at. times force 

* itfclf upon me, it foon gave place to^ 

* other objefts.* 

* How unjuft is the pride of fpecula*- 
« tive wil<iom,f interrupted the emperor;- 
'^ You. were offended at her, becaufc ftie 
*' would not liftcn to advice (he could not 

* follow. What could Ihe think of^ but- 

* improving a fate, which (he could fee 
' no poflibiiity of avoiding ? In reality, . 

* it was you; who gave, caufcwof offence. - 

* Impradicable advice is only infult to* 

* the unfortunate.— 

* BiJt ftop! The appearance of the* 
^ mocniDg callr my attention to ocber^ 

* matters. I have iwac leifure- 4a : Men ' 

* to thee longer now. At Ibme other 
« time, . my curiofity may pofflbly requh-e 

. E 5 ^thc^ 
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* the continuation of thy ftory. In the 
^ mean while, remain at thy liberty anuxig 
< my attendants; fipd fy: tlune kefirc at 

* eafe. Thou art hoc now amOn'g the 

* Bedouins.' 



End 0f the First Boon 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 



SECTION r. 

QOME days paffcd before Tctnugii^ 
^ could attend to the continuation of the 
captive's flory ; but his curiolity, chough 
reflrained^ was far' from being fatisfied. 
The firft evening he could fpare from his 
weightier cares, he commanded his atten- 
dance ; when he refumed his narrative, ia 
thefe words. 



E 6 • From 



84' ft^ History of ARiActs, 

•From the general tenour of the mer- 
« chant's convcrfatlbn, I had been led to 

* think his principles ftrlftly jvrff, and 

* generous to the bed of his conception ; 

* but I foon found that the difference be- 

* tween fpeculation and praftice is equally 

* great, in every ftation of life. On the 

* third day, after our arrival at Cairo, he 

* fulfilled his profelfions of friendfliip, 

* and gratitude for the fervice I had done 

* him, by felling me as a flave to the 

* grand vifier. 

* I mult not, however, in juflice to 
him, omit a particular circumftance, 
which happened onthis occafion. When 
he was delivering me to the vifier, be 
told me, as an excufe of his difappoint- 
ing the hopes of liberty, which he had 
always given me, that it had not been 
his intention to fell me, but the vifier, 
who had been pleafed with fomething in 
my appearance, offered him fb high a 
price, that he could not poffibly refrain 

* from accepting it j ^ for you know, he 

" con- 



«* concluded, that it is. a rule with us> 
" who live by buying and felling, never 
" to refufe a good offer." 

, « This excufe took effeft, though not 

* in the manner it was intended* It gave 

* me fuch a contempt for the man, who^ 

* made it, that I . left him with pleafure, 
^ though to continue in flavery. 

* The accounts which I had received 

* from my father of -the perfeftion, to 

* which every power of human art and 
^ genius had been carried in Egypt, had 

* raifed my curiofity to high to fee the 

* country, that I almoft forgot the wretch- 

* ed.ftate, in which I went thither. But 
^ how was my. expeftation difappointed ! 
« The ruins . of ancient magnificence only 

* madeprefent mifcry the more remarkable, 

* The rulers prided themfelve^ in brutal- 

* violence, in the deftru(5tiof> of works 
' they, could not imitate; -^ and the con-^ 

* tempt of fciences above their compre- 
I hcnfion. The people, a .pii;cture of that ; 

' \ ' c draff 



./ 
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* drafF of all natioBS, who deftitute of 

* principle or fentiment, mmblc from thdr 
^ native homes, and fubmit to all the iiv- 

* fults and oppreffion of foreign tyranny 
■* for the fordid fake of fcraping up wealthy 

* which they dare not enjoy, had neither 
^ leifure, genius, nor fptrit to cultivate 
f either art or icience. 



* My foul fickened in the contempla- 
tion of luch degeneracy. I would have 
preferred returning to the Bedoums iit 
the deiart, to remaining in a country, 
once the pride of nature, had I been 
matter of myfelf. There was a poili* 
bility at leaft that thofe lavages might 
be reclaimed in' time; but here, every 
thing was evktently growing worfe ; nor 
could imagination let boun& to their 
fall, when the height, from which they 
had already fallen, was confidered. 



« But I was foon delivered from the 
* pain of fuch contemplations.. In lefs 
I than a moon, after I was fold to the 

« vificr. 



< vifier, he was dcpofed, and (trangled ; 
^ and all his property con&fcated to the 
I ufe of the fultan. 

* In the diflipation^ ufual on (uch oc« 

* cafionSy it fell to my lot, to be given to 

* an officer^ who was fcnt the very next 

* morning to execute a like fentence, oa 

* Almanzor, the brother of the late vifier,^ 

< who commanded the Egyptian army on 

* the confines of Biledulgerid, and took 
^ me in his train. 

-r 

* As it was neceflary to the fuccefs of hb 

< commillion^ that he fhould execute it, 
^ before the fate of the late vifier Ihould 

* come to the knowledge of his brother, 
« to put him on his guard, as his great 

* abilities and virtues had endeared him fo 
« highly to his troops, that they would, to 

* a man, have defended his life^ with 

* their own, we traverfcd the inhofpitablc 

< defart of Barca, with the utmoft expe- 

< dition* 
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SECT TON ir. 

« ON the fourth morning of our jour- 
« ney, as we fat upon the bank of a river," 
- ^ to refrelh nature after fo (evere a fatigue, 

* we were furprized at the fight of a troop, 
•' which came pouring down upon us, from 
•* every fide, 

« The ftate of univerfal war, in which 
« we knew the rovers of thofe defarts live 
« with all mankind, left us no room to 
' doubt or their intentions ; at the fame 

< time, that their numbers fhewed it was. 

♦ in vain to attempt refiftance. 

^ In fuch a fituation, there was not a 

< moment to deliberate. I iprunginfirantly. 
« upon my horfe, whom I. had learned 
« from the Bedouins neyer to quit 5 and 

* calling to all thofe, who preferred death . 
« to flavery, to follow me, I plunged into 

• the river : But not above three or four 

* followed 



^ followed my example ; the reft, ftupe- 

* fied by the afFilght; and fcftd of life, 

* even in its moft abjedt ftate, not daring 

* to make fo deiperate an effort to prcferve 

* their liberty. . ' . 

* The rapidity of the ftream hurried me 

* away, with a violence which foon di- 

* verted my attention from every thing, 
^ but the immediate danger of my life. 

* Thrice was I fwallowed in the whirl- 

* pools,, which foamed among the rocks, 

* that broke the current of the river; but 

* the ftrength and Ipirit of my horfe, to 

* whom I clung in the inftinftive impulfe. 

* of felf-prefcrv^tion* after! had loft fenfe. 

* of every thing elfe, bore me through 

* to the oppofite ftiore. 



* When I had recovered myfelf a little, 

* and returned thanks to heaven, for fo 
« fignala mercy* Hooked wiflifully around 

* for my companions, but all in vain. 

* However as I had been - borne by the . 

* torrent, 



c 
c 
c 
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torrent, out of the view of the enemy, 
I lingered awhile on the bank, to fee if 
they might not happily have gained fome 
other part; till at length lofing every 
Ihadow of fuch hope, and growing ap* 
prehenfive, that the rovers might find 
fome fafcr place to pafs the river, and 
purfue me, I turned about, and plunged 
into the pathkis wildernefs. Ignorant 
whither to dir^ my fteps. 



* I proceeded thus, guided only by de^ 
(pair, till the approach of n^ht, when 
the roaring of the varbus beafts iiTuing 
from their dens in fearch of prey, warned 
me to provide forthe fafety of the prefent 
moment, however dreadful the farther 
prolpeft, which lay before me. Accord^ 
ingly faftening my horfe to the root of 
a lofty tree, I climbed its flimmit, and 
imploring the divine protedion, difpofed 
myfelf to reft among the branches, in 
th^ beft manner fuch a fituacion would 
admit* 



Nature 
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^ Nature was fo exhaufted by the ac- 

* cutnalated fatigue, which I had under- 
^ gone, both in rmnd and body, that I 

* foon funk into a profound deep, in 
« which I loft) for fome happy hours, the 
^ remembrance of my misfortunes, 

* At the approach of morning, when 

* my fenfes were refrefted, and the facul- 

* tics of my mind had recovered their 
■ vigour, I faw a vifion, and in the power 
^ of imaginatk>it beheld the fame cekftial 
' being, which had appeared to me, in 

* my tkeam, the morning before I fcft 
f the houfe of my father. 

•* Selim,'* methought he faid, regarding 

* me with a look of reprehcnfion, ** from 
** thine own prefumptuous folly have 
•* arifcn thy misfortunes. Let experience 
** teach thee wifilom. Thou art now 
** launched forth into the great ocean of 
** tht world. Purfue thy courfe fteadily 
«« through it, under the dircdion of rea- 

« foni 
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(on 5 ixor white thou (halt merit its pro- 
teftion by virtue,, fear being defcrted 
by that power, which hath hitherto fo 
eminently proteded thee. Remember, 
that thoi^ the days of man are num- 
f* bcxc(}^ and the hour of his death ap- 
♦* pointed from the beginning, the man- 
" ner of that death depends upon himfclf,, 
whether in infamy or glory,"— 



cc 
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* My vifion was broken .ofF» ashefpoke 
thelewordsi by a moft tren^ndous noiie, 
at which I inftantly awpke 3^ when 
the fi/ft object I faw was an. huge lion^ 
which had juft feized uppn my horfe, 

and was tearing him piece-meaL 



« Tlie diftrcfs,, w.ithwhichlwasaffefted 
at. this fight, is, not to be cxprefTed. The 
fcnie of my dreadful fituation,. deprived 
thus of my befl: afliftance to traverfe 
tbofe boundlefs wilds,, was, heightened by 
gratitude to the noble creature, which 
had, fo lately faved. my life. I wept in 
the weaknefs of my foul j and was 

* tempted 
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* tempted by defpair to precipitate myfelf 

< jupon him, and either revenge, or (hare 

* his fate. 

< Butarecollcftionof thewdrds, whicK 

* I hadjuft heard in my vifion, prevented 

* my being guilty of fuch rafhnefs. I 

* confidered that the dangers, whith made 

* my prefent profpedt fo terrifying, were 

* yet lefs immediately terrible, than thofe 

* which I had fo lately efcaped*; and 
-• gathering hope from thence, I implored 

* a continuance of the divine proteAion^ 

< and refigned myfelf with humility to the 

* difpcnfations of heaven. 

* This reftored my mind to fome fc- 
« renity, and enabled me to* confider, 

* which way 1 (hould diredl my coarfc, 

* as foon as the departure of the lion 
« (hould permit me to de(cend from my 

< place <A fafety ; bat fo many obftacles 
f prefented themfelvcs on every (ide, that 
« reafon could find no hope, whereon to 

* form a choice. * . 

^2 ; * In 
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^ In this perplexity, it occurred to me 

* at length to purfue the journey, in which 

* I had been engaged 5 and ftrive to join, 

< if poflible, the army of Almanzor, 
y thougb ^itl^ d different intention from 
2 that with which I had been fent. 

* No refokuion, which was not abfo» 
"^ lately impofiible, could have been at> 

* tended with greater difficulties. I had 
^ ftill an immenfe tra(5b of this iohofpitable 

* ^Idcrnefs to travetfe. I knew not my 

* way through it. I knew not even where 
^ the. army of Almanzor lay. My only 
' dire<5tion was, that I had heard our 

* journey pointed to the weft ; and I im- 

* agined that the traces of fo great an 
,* army, would be eafily difcovered, when 

* otice I Ihould come into an inhabited 

< country. 

^ On the fupport of this (lender hope, 

< I fet out accordingly, as foon as I de* 
^ icended from the tree, and travelled 
f through the wildernefs for the fpace of 

I ! forty 
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forty days, without meeting the footftep 
of any human creature, or having the 
fatisfaAion of any certainty, that I 
was not involving myfelf deeper in 
thofe inexplicable wilds ; chufing my 
fteps by day with the moil anxious dread 
of the ferpents, and other venemous 
reptiles, which hifled continually on 
every fide ; and flying at the approach 
of night to fome tree for fafety from the 
various beads, whole roarings tore the 
air around me; while I fed on wild 
fruits, with the birds of the air, except 
when failing of them I was forced to 
feed upon the birds themfelves, which 
I flew with my bow and arrows, 

« At length even thcfe relburces failed 

me. I was fcveral days without meeting 

any fruits 5 and confcquently met very 

' few birds, which feldom refort any 

^ places, but thofe in which they find their 

\ food, 

!My 
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* My fpirits lofing by degrees the fup- 
port of hope, funk with my ftrength. 
I thought it in vain to ftniggle longer 
with a fate, which feemed inevitable ; 
and therefore layed me down to wait 
for death, in whatever ihape he fbould 
pleafe to attack me. 

SECTION III. 

* THE place I chofe for this purpofe 

* was of itfelf fufficient to throw a gloom 

* over the happieft mind. Stupendous 

* ruins, inhabited by every animal, the 

* moft fierce and poifonous of the favage 

* race, and furrounded with woods, al- 

* moft impervious to them, hung over 

* a rapid ftream, broken into numberjcfs 
« cataradls, by the fragments of the build- 

* ings, which had fallen into it. 

* Imagination wearied itfelf, in the pre- 

* fent contemplation, in refleftion on ' the 

* former grandeur of this fccne of defo- 

* lation. 



« laxioo, till I funk into a kin4 of flumber. 

* But the impreffion made upon my mind, 

* by. fuch' objedts, had heightened the 

* fwfe oi my own mifery, too much, to 

* permit my flecping long. I foon awoke, 

* and raifing my eyes, what was my 

* aftoniQiment to fee a beinjg, whofe ap- 

* pearance was fuch as muft ftrike the 

* moft infenfible. heart with awe. His 

* ftature arofe, above the common fize of 
« man. His beard fell bright as burnilhed 

* filver down his breaft. A loofe vefture 

* ftiewed his large limbs •, and a ftafF fup- 

* ported him, as he ftooped over me. 

' My heart almoft died within me, at 

* the fight. I was fenfible that I was 

* awake; and wanted that intrepidity, 

* with which fleep prepares us to behold 
< its own creatures. I thought I beheld a 

* being of another world ; and though 

* defpair had fteeled me againft every com- 

* mon attack of fear, a facred horrour 

* feized my whole foul ; and for a tirae 
> fulpended all its faculties. 

Vol. I. F * keco- 
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^ Rccavering at length the power of 

* utterance, •* Defend me^ heaven !" I ex- 
** claimed, " my life is in thine hand."— - 

* Then proftrating myfelf at his feet, ** O 
** gracious being, I continued, pf what- 
«* foever ftate, for my Ibul feels thou art 
** above mortality, receive into thy pfo' 
^* teftion, the moft forlorn of man* 
** kind ; and direct me to fomc end of 
*' the mifery, under which I am now 
** finking/' 

^ He (aw the diftrefs of my foul, and 

* reaching his hand with a look of in- 
« effablc benevolence, " Arife, my fon !** 

* faid he, *' arife ; and fear not. You 
^' behold a man, like yourfelf ! A man, 
<« once as unhappy, as you can poffibly 
^« be, till refignation, and the lenient 
^^ hand of time, in fome degree healed 
^' the wounds of misfortune j and reftored 

peace to my heart. Nature, at the 
long difufed fight of man, firft led me 
toward you; and fympathy now bids 

me 



•Cft 



« 
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^ fne-Q&r you all thef confblation^ abd 
** affiftance In^TOj^ power/ 



f» • . ♦ , 



* Encouraged by thefe words, and more 

* by the manner, in which the venerable 

* ipeaUer of them addreffed me, I arofe ; 

* and bowing my head, in fign of gratc- 

* ful obedience, for I was not yet fuffi- 
^ ciently iaflured to Ipeak, I followed him 

* toward his habitation, which he (hewed 
^ me at fome diftance from the other' 

* ruins, by the fide of the river. 

^ It was a circular building of vafl: eK« 

* tent, the walls of which had been (b' 

* high, that though a great part of them ' 
^ was fallen, iia feveral places, that which 
< remained ftanding, was ftill fuilicient to 

* -exclude every crcafture, without wings ; 

* nor could I perceive a place of entrance, 
' for any other, as he ted me all around it. 

* I was juft going to exprefs my fur- 
^ prize at this, when my conduftor 

F 2 ' ftoopedj 
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< ftooped; and taking a ladder, which 

* lay concealed at a little diftance, he 

< applied it to a narrow aperture in 

< the wall, at a confiderable height from 

* the ground, into which, when wc had 

* afcended, he dr^w the ladder after 

* him, 

* I found myfelf, now, in a large gal- 

* lery, arched aver-head, and Supported 
^ by maffy pillars, of the moft cxquifite 
^ workman(hip. It looked into an open 

* fpace, in the center of the building, 

* part of which was planted with fruit- 

* trees of different forts, and the reft cul- 

* tivated as a garden, and filled with 
♦> various kinds of Vegetables. 

* When r had indulged my curiofity for 

* fome minutes, in gazing at objedts fo 

* new to me, we dcfcended into a fpacious 
« apartment, under the gallery *^ in the 

* middle of which there arofc a fountain, 

* that filled a bath of the whiteft marble ; 

* and 
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* and with its over-flowing watered the 
^ garden, through which it was led in 

* channels, cut for that purpofc, 

SEaXION IV. . 

* AS wc advanced' to the foimtain, vm 
« were met by a young female, the fight 

* of whom added to the wonder, with 

* which my foul was filled. She was clad 

* in a robe of bhie filk, which covered 
'^ her whole form. A net of the fame 
•. colour enclofed her hair, which was 

* wrapped in woven treflls round her head ^ 
^ and fiione like the plumes of the raven* 

* Her eyes — ^ 

< Hold!' interrupted Temugin,: * I hate 

* dcfcriptions of beauty. Thty are al* 

* ways drawn, by an over-heated imaginaJ- 

* tion ; and only make the partiality of 

* the painter ridiculous.' • 

F 2 The 
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The ciaptive blufiied at this lebuke; 
ftnd looking down abaflied for ibme mo^ 
ments, Hghed and refamed his flory. 

* She ftarted at the fight of me ; and 

• gazing with the moft eager aftonifb- 
^ rncnt^ turned her eyes frequently to my 

^ conductor, as if to enquire^ who I 

* could be. 

• He foon underftood her ; and fmiling 

• at her furprize, " Receive, my child/* 

* faid he, ** a ftranger whom heaven hath 
** fent to enliven this folkary fcene. Bring 
^ your gueft a garment to put on,* when 
*' he comes out of the bath ; and then 
*♦ prepare lis a repaft, from thofe ftores, 
^ which the bounty of heaven fupplies 
** fafter than we can confume; and are 
*• always beft bcftowed upon thofe who 
•* want them moft/* 



, . . ' ', 



♦ On his faying this, fhe withdrew j 
^ and returning dircdly with a vefture, 

* her 
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^ her father and I went into the bath to- 

* gether. 

* When I had purified and rcfrefhed my- 

* felf, after my fatigue, he led me back 

* into the gallery, where (he had laid for 

* us, a variety of fruits, fome dried in 
^ the fun, and others frefb-plucked from 

* the trees, with a vafe of living water, 
f jiift drawn from the fountain. 

* My hoft, having thanked heaven for 

* its bleffings, reached me fome of the 
^ fruits ^ and encouraged me to eat by 
I his example. 

* Having fatisfied the cravings of na- 

* ture ; and being in fome degree re^ 
^ lieved by his beneficence,, from the 

* awe, with which his appearance had 

* ftruck me, I began to recover my fpiritsj 

* and look around me,, with lefs cinbar- 
^ raffmcnt, 

ML. 

F 4 f « I con- 
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" I congratulate you, my fon,'* faid 

* my hoft, obfcrving the. alteration in my 

* looks, " on the comfort, which this 
" fcene of defolation has adminiftered to 
** your diftrefs. Be not afhamcd. It 
** argues not any malevolence of difpo- 
" fition. Nature receives confolation from 
" fociety, even in mifcry j from the thought 
*' of not being marked for the fole objcdl 
** of the wrath of heaven. 

" Diftrefs, great as ever wounded the 
•' liuman heart, firft drove me into thefe 
** wilds ; where chance diredled iny .fteps 
** to this place. The view ftruck me. I 
•* thought fuch an habitation beft fuited 
" to my ftate; and that the hand of 
" heaven had led me to it, to Ihew me 
*• the vanity of this world, and all its 
** grandeur. 

*« This refleftion foothed my heart ; 
" and time infenfibly wore off the edge 
f' of my af&iftions, fo far, that in a 

" few 
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^ few years I could fay, I was not un^ 
happy J nor had a wilh to throw away,, 
for any thihg this world could afford, 
beyond what I enjoyed in this folitude. 
*«\But alas ! even this abfence of unhap- 
" pinefs was too much to laft ! I hadi 
^^ more to fuffer before I was to be re^ 
** leafed from life. * 



c< 
cc 









But I fee you arc fatigued. Even^ 
ing draws on, when we muft retire to^ 
** reft. While day confines the natural 
** lords of thefe ruins to their caves, E 
" walk abroad, folc viceroy of their em-* 
pire \ but yield the more pleafant even* 
ing, and cool night to the ftrongerj, 
" and retire to diis place of fafety, whild 
** they refume their fway« 

<« In the morning, when reft (hall havrf 
" refrefhed your over-laboured body, and 
** calmed the tumult in your mind, I will 
lead you through fome of the moft xtA 
markable places of my dominion 5 anc? 
^ afterwards gratify the curiolity, which 

F 5 « I fee 
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^* I fee you feci, by relating the occur- 
" Fences of my life ; from a comparifon 
** of which, with your owfi, you can not 
** fail of receiving confolation, and en- 
'< couragement to flight the evils of fo 
^ uncertain a ftate. 

•' Think that you lie this night, among 
•« the ruins of a city, once the habita- 
** tion of myriads ; but now for ages 
*« loft to human knowledge f^ and fleep 
** contented and fecure, in juft contempt 
*' of every thing which can happen, in 
** fuch a world." — Saying this, he led mc 

* to another apartment in the gallery ; and 
^ recommending me to the protedtion of 
I heav^n» left me to my reft. 

* But it was a confiderable time, before 
« the working of my mind woukl permit 

* mc to fleep. The change of my ftate, 
\ from the preceding day, appeared too 
' great and fudden to be real. I doubted 
I my fenfes i and feared that all was no 

I • more 
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more than a fond illufion of imagina- 



* tion. 



• Revolving at length the whole pro- 

* grefs of my life, my eyes were opened 9 

* and I faw the clue, with which I had 
^ been led by heaven, through the laby- 

* rinth. Elevated by this thought, I 

* ofiered up my foul, in prayer and 
< thankfgiving ; and refigning myfclf, in 
« humble affurance, to the fame prp- 
*• teftor, foon found the bleffing of quiet 
^ fleep. 



F 6 
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SECTION V. 

« WHEN I joined my beneficent hoft, 

* the next morning, he faw the change in 

* my looks, and congratulated me upon 

* it. " I rejoice, my fon," faid he, " at 
*' your having found that comfort, . which 
** rcfignation to the will of heaven, never 
•* fails to bring to a virtuous heart. A 
*^ placid countenance ihews a mind at 
** peace. As foon as we fhall have taken 
** fome food, I will fulfil my promife of 
** fhewing you my dominions.** 



* We then fat down, and eating of 

* fome fruits, which had been laid in rea- 

* dinefs for us, " Had there never been 
^^ a lefs innocent banquet made in this 
** place,**^ faid he fmiling, " it would not 
f * now be an heap of ruins.** 

« Then obferving, that I (till looked 

* with wonder at every thing around me, 
^ I fee,** he continued, ^^ that you are 

^ furprized 
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« furprized at the ftrufture of my habi- 
*' tation. From ruins of the fame kind, 
" which I have feen in places, once under 
** the dominion of a people from the 
*' regions of the ietcing fun, called Ro- 
<' mans, a name perhaps unknown to you^ 
** I judge that this edifice was raifed for 
** the exhibition of (hews, to entertain the 
*« populace, who, after feafting in thefe 
*« galleries, beheld with favage pleafure 
*' the fierceft of the brute creation, let 
^^ loofe in yonder open fpace to indulge 
^^ their natural antipathies •, and to the 
** difgrace of humanity, men ftill more 
** brutal, entering into deadly combat with 
" them, or with each other, compelled 
** by tyrant force, or for the fordid fake> 
<« of hire.*' 

< Struck with horror at fuch an account,, 
^ I could not forbear exclaiming in the. 
* indignation of my foul, " Juftly hath 
** fuch an abandoned people been exter- 
J^ minatcd from the face of the earth I 

!! Juftly 



r- 
t 
I 

1 '. 
I . 
U 
I . 



110 The History of Arsaces^, 

" Juftly hath a place polluted with fuclr 
*^ crimes, fallen to ruin !** 

** Take care, my Ibn,'* he returned r 
** man mwfl not prefume to diredt the 
** juftice, or trace the wrath of heaven, 
** whofe ways arc all abov« his compre- 
" henfion. If the moft virtuous people 
•* were brought to a- ftriA account for 
*^ their a&ions, the moft (acred places' 
** judged by what is done in them, the 
•♦ whole earth would long fince have been 
«* an* uninhabited defart j a fcene of defo- 
«^ lation and ruin» 

" But let us go, before the heat of the 
<< fun becomes too fierce, and take a 
" view of fomc of the neighbouring parts 
" of thefe ruins. They will reconcile you 
«♦ to the fate, which invariably attends^ 
^ all the works, all the defigns of man. 

« At our return, if your curiofity (hall 
« fo require, wc will beguile the fukry 

« hours 



Paince of Betlis. Ill 

*^ hours of noon, in the cool Ihade of 
** thefe arches, by a recital of the mif- 
" fortunes which drove me thus from 
*' human intercourfe.** 

* The fcenes, through which he led 

* me, were fufficicnt to humble human 

* pride ; and damp the ardour of am- 

* bicion, in their highed ftighcs. Every 

* effort of art to elude oblivion, and 
' guard againd the wafte of time, was 

* here defeated in the moft mortifying 

* manner. Statues, whofe remains (hewed 

* traces of the moft exquifite workman* 

* ihip; and columns, which feemed to 

* have been built as firm, as the foun* 
^ dations of the earth, lay defaced and 

* tumbled on each other, in heaps of pro* 
' mifcuous rubbifli. 

" Thefe ftatues," faid my guide, « fee- 

*^ ing me ftruck by the fight, were finifiied 

<< with fo much care to perpetuate the 

^ name of fome noted perfon 5 thefe 

I. ^< columns raifed with fuch ftrength to 

** eternize 



1 
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<« eteitiize the memory of fome famous 
** aftion ; but fo efFeftually hath the vain 
•* defign been defeated, that during a 
** refidence of more than five hundred 
•' moons among thefe ruins, never have 
*• I met in all my fearches a fingle in- 
fcription, which might direft me to 
the moft diftant conjefture, even of the 
name of a city, on the magnificence of 
*' which fo much labour and coft were 
** evidently expended ; never have 1 fcen 
•« the face of an human being, before 
*' your's, except my own immediate com^ 
** panions.'* 



cc 
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5 Such refleftions were too painful to 
be purfued. I turned away from the 
objedls, which fuggcfted them ; and my 
conduftor feeing how deeply I was af-^ 
fefted, difcontinued his intended walk, 
for that time ; and kindly returned with 
me, to his habitation; where feating 
ourfclves, on the verge of the fountain, 
I requefted hini to relate the hiftory of 
his life, which he began in thcfc words. 
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SECTION VI. 

■ 

* Though the recital I am now entering 
upon, will lift up the oblivious \veil, 
which time hath kindly thrown over my 
griefs ; and the wounds of my heart open 
at the recoUedtion of misfortunes toa 
mighty to admit of redrefs, yet for thy» 
fahe, O my fon, do I willingly under-* 
take the painful tafk ; as a view of the 
evils inevitably incident to humanity^ 
cannot fail of adminiftering a melan-« 
choly confolation under your prefcnt 
diftreifles, and may convey inftruftioa 
for your future conduft; the events 
which rule the life of man, in all its 
various fituations, arifing from cauljbs 
eflentially alike, however they may hap- 
pen to differ in circumftanccs merely 
accidental. 



^ But firll, as my misfortunes arofe im« 
* mediately from thofe of my. country, 
\ and were in every fcnfc conneAed with 

\ them. 
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* them, it will be neceflary for me to look 

* back for a moment to diftant ages, in' 

* order to give a juft view of the latter^ 

* and of the caufes from which they 
? fpruHg. 

* When the inteftine diviGons, which 
^ had fo long diftraded the councils of 
' the mighty city of Carthage, had at 

* length made that queen of Africa fell a 
< prey to the ambition of the Romans, the 
^ few who remained of the illuftrious houfe 

* of Barcas^ difdaining to live in fubjedion 

* to enemies, whoiti they had fo oftenr 
^ vanquifhed m the field, and preferring 

* liberty, under the heavieft inconvenien- 
^ cies which nature could fupport, to alt 
^ the luxury and magnificence of their 

* enflaved country, refolved to leave it, 
5 and ieek fome happier habitation* 

• 

* Communicating their dcfign accord- 
^ ingly, to as many as they imagined wil- 

* Kng and worthy to fhare in it, they alF 
f- put themfclves under the conduft of 

* Narbal^ 
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« Narbal, nephew to the great Annibal ; 

♦ and fecrctly embarking their families 

* and wealth in fhips provided by him for 

• the purpofe, they fet fail in a propitious 

* hour, committing themfelves, and all 

• their hopes, to the guidance and pro- 
^ tedion of the gods of their country. 

^ The melancholy caufe of their flight 

• convincing them of the neceflity of di- 

* refting their courfe to fome very diftant 

• region, Narbal, whofe genius, turned to 
< purfuits of a milder nature than the reft 
^ of his iUuftrious family, had led him 

• into every climate under heaven to pro- 

* mote the commerce of his country, de- 
*• termined to feek a fettkment on the 

• ifland of Serendib, as the place moft 

* likely to be fafe from the invafion of 
^ the Romans, thofe enemies to human 

* liberty. 

. • Sailing therefore along the coaft of 

* Africa, they paflcd the mouths erf" the 
^ Nile, and landing at Calixene, journied 

! by 
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* by land from thence to Suez; where 

* Narbal, who was well known, and high 
' in rcfpeft, foon procured other fliips, in 

* which he putfi^d his intended voyage; 

* till he came within fight of Dir^ j when 

* a violent ftorm of wind arofe, which inr 

* fpite of all the (kill and efforts of the 

* mariners, drove him back upon the coaft 

* of Saquem. I call places by their pre- 
5 fent names, to avoid obfcurity^ 

* A wife man turns every event to ad- 
^ vantage. Narbai having landed his 

* people, to refrefh them after the fatigue* 

* of the ftorm, went to take a view of 

* the country, which he found beautifully 

* bkfled by nature, and wanting only 

* proper cukivation xo make it afford all 

* the neceflarics of life ; the few inhabit 
« tants, who had fled at his approach, 

* living poorly, content with the fponta- 
5 neous produce of the earth. 

* Pleafed with this difcovery, and con- 
« ftruing the ftorm as a direction from 

* heaven. 
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heaven, he immediately chofe a Ipot, 
on the banks of a beautiful river, the 
mouth of which formed a (pacious har- 
bour i and laid the foundations of a city, 
which he named Byrfa, in pious remem- 
brance of the revered place of his nati- 
vity, whofe unhappy fate made him 
afraid to adopt the inaufpicious name of 
Carthage. 
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• Misfortune had foftened the minds of 
this new people ; and taught them all 
thofe duties of humanity, which are too 
often neglefted in the high blood 
of a profperous eftate. The tenderncls 
with which they treated fuch of the na- 
tives as happened to fall into their 
hands, whom they conftantly difmifled 
with .prefents, foon won the love and 
confidence of all the neighbouring peo- 
ple, fo far that they came to them in 
crowds, and fubmitted gladly to an au- 
thority, which they faw promoted their 
happincfs. 



* With 
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< With fuch an acceflion, their city 
' ibon arofe to a confiderable degree of 

* ftrength and convenience, for the fafety 
^ as well as for the neceflary purpofes g£ 
^ life; and the inhabitantsi, encouraged 

* by fuccefs, applied themfelves to every 
< art of induilry and genius, to advance 
^ their general intereft. 

* The hills echoed with the voice of 
their flocks and herds. The plains and 
vallies fmiled in the rich livery of bar- 
veil ; while the fhips, which had ferved 
the melancholy purpofe of their^ flighty 
now brought them the moft precious 
merchandizes of the Eail, in return for 
their manufadures, and the fuperfluous 
5 produce of their new country. 



Prince of Betlis. 119 

SECTION VII. 

* WHEN all things were fettled in 
^ this prolperous courfe, Narbal, whofe 
^ views were too cxtenfivc to be confined 
^ to the prefent moment, aflembled his 
^ whole people ; and laying before them 
^ the prefent flourilhing ftatc of their 
^ affairs, reiigned into their hands the 
^ authority with which they had entrufted 
' him \ advifmg them to edablifh fome 
' permanent form of government, which 
' might give a rational hope of fecuring 
^ the continuance of their happineis* 

^ But they, who had learned wildom in 

* the fchool of adverfity, were not to be 

* tempted by any allurements of power, 
< to foFego the advantages which they e^- 

* perienced under his care. They not 

* only refuled to accept his relignation, 

* but in the warmth of their gratitude 
^ and confidence, offered to chufe him 

* dircftly for their king. 

J Though 



i^ Them»^ifry of .^i^si^cEs, 

, * Thp^igh iJii?f?r^(>^trWfni;the»jntfniion 
/ of Narbal, Jie thopg^|)j;opefj,|;avac^dc 
« in appearance tp theij.propofel ^fql:^.the 
^:pndait, ^s the methodjpr accpn^]i(h'- 
*;4fjg.tJ^ great rdcfign ^ h^M Viw\ 
^. bui:4f;CUned aftuaUy rec^jfyigg tibfe jcroiyn^ 
f till .i^ (haul4 malf:q fom^ prf^ar^o^^ 

* which he cfleemed neeei&fy f<^r Jo Xo}^ a 

* a ceremony. 

I ^ The opportonitii^a Itfarbftl..jiiftd bad of 
f .comparing the various |brm3 of govern* 
f mcnt, in all the Tarious coUntrios thro' 
? which he had travelled, having-enabled 
^.hkn to liifcover the defe&s and advan- 
<:.tage£i ift cachy he dbeftly/ applied > I^im^ 
^ifdf >wHh the utimoflt aiTsiiiity andmten^ 

* tbnj ti) fcfcft from ail;,' fuch partictilar 

* parts, ad when digcfted into one -con- 

* fiftent fyftem>. might be.niaft.likeJy to 

* procure the'happinefi-of -rfierortinaoqityi 
« the great end of all governaifnti in%the 
« purity of its original intention. 

-. • . '• . t • ■ - • . 

'. « When 
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• Whca he had <;ompleatcd hU defignt 
he again convened the people, on a 
mount which arofe in the midft of t^e 
city I ,and having offered up facrificps 
and prayc« to the gods, to be propi^ 
tipus to his undertaking, the moft vene-' 
fable of the ciders informed them pf 
the caufe of their being aflembled. 

< An univerfal burdof joyful acclama-^ 
tion teftifying their aflent, Narbal ad<» 
yancfd to the altar, and waving his 
hand ^o demand attention, declared wif h 
a determined look and accent, that as 
he was f ome there that day, to takt 
upon him the government of the ftate, 
at their requeft, not by his own defire, 
he expe&ed they would permit him to 
explain the terms, on which alone ^ it 
was his invariable refqlution to en|er 
upon that equally difficult and impor* 
tant charge. 



• A. filence,. ftUl as death,,, foUowipg his^ 

. < .wqrds, he dr^^ forth A[Om bis ho&^tt^ a 

Vol. I. ' (Gt " « written 



' 112 Tbi Mis'+OKY '^'Arsaces, 

' ■ • • • 

' « written rbtl^^ ihi 'tead al6iT<f to4hem a 
' * particular accodni of the forrfi 6F govern- 
ment which he propoled to eftaHid), 
defiring them tb make their objeftiohs 

* to the whole, or any particular part 
thereof, which they fhduld difapprbve; 
as the fandion of their approbation- that 

* day was to be for ever after irrevocable. 

SECTION vm. 

* IT is not neceflary to enter into a 

* minute detail of all the feyeral parts of 

* his fyftcm. A fhort Iketch of the lead- 

* ing pnnciples oF it, wilJ fufficiently 

* fhew its excellence. 

"^ •''-■' ' 

*' Juftly fehfible that the profperity of 

* a ftate is ncceffarily derived from' and 

* dependent on the favour of heaven, he 

* ordained, that alV the facfed rites of 

* religion (hould be conftintly performed 

* with piety and proper order ^ and to 

* enable the perforis. fet apart for the per- 
f formance of* them to attend to that 

! duty. 



duty, without interruption from the 
^n^ieties and avocations of domelltc 
care, and give them that refpeft in the 
eyes of the people, which is indi(pen- 
fibly neccflary to add weight and in- 
fluence to precepts, he appointed them 
a competent fupport out of the public 
revenue, without laying them under 
the dangerous neceflity of receiving 
that fupport from the voluntary con- 
tributions of particulars, who might 

either want ability or inclination to give 
iCy^ and therefore would hold the de- 
ni^er in difeiteem ;. as a right to 
enforce fuch demand, by compulfive 
means, the only remedy in fuch a fitua- 
tion, muil raife animofities which would 
prejudice the , people againft his pre* 
ccpjts^ as well as againft himfelf. 



* The miferies which he had invariably 

* feen the people groan under, in thofe 

* countries where the prince knows no 
^ law but his own will, and executes that 

* law himfelf, over-balanced every temp* 

G 2 * tation 



^ tation with which power coold affail Ms 

* generojiis hearty and determined him 
' ■* againft a fo8"m of government, whefc 

« greatncft is purcbafcd at fo dear a pricey 
^. a$ on the other hand, he had before his 

* eyesi in the unhappy fate of his native 

* country, a melancholy proof of the evils 
^ attending thofe governments, in which 

* the fuprcme power is lodged folely in 

* the collcaive body of the people, whole 

* councils are too often didated by caprice 

* or. iatfigue, ^ and whofe motions, where 
^ the objed is not inilantiy prefent, are as 
^ Qt>vf and fcehk, as their refolutioos are 
f ^ precipitate and ra(h« 



^'^ '- • •/, 



^Between thefe two Actrenies, the wif- 
^ dom of Narbal chofe a mean, in which 
' he hoped to avoid the evils incident to 
^ both. 

* To ^ve dignity and v^ur to the 

' « ft^te,. he ordained, .that it Ih^ould be 

"* governed by a kit>g ; as he alfo ordained, 

f diat the crown Ihould ddcelid by^regu* 

• lar 



•lar luccemon in one family, to obviate 
* ' the fatal confe^u^nces which attend the • 
*ftruggles of ambition; being too welL> 

* read in th& human Reart, to truft the 

* people with; the right: of cliufing their 

* fovcreign ' on every fucceflion i ti right . 
^ incftimable iri its firft principle, where; 

* reafon diitds the choice to merit only^ 

* but liable to fuch abufc in, the jpradtiijey, 
j;as overrbalan&ts every advant^^ 






'To-^everit.t& aBiifelcriF power,- whcna, 
f^'tJiai.rcndercdVi^^reaiti^ arid certain^ Ke\ 

* ippbinted limits to ;the^iithori|:y of thc^ 
•» crown, by laws, which;^afceH^ined the, 

* right$ of the people v. which, laws were; 
^: to be ackhowledgpd by everys fucceflivci 
« fovereign, * on hil aiffendingthe thrbqe^ 

* and his. obfervatiort of them made the: 
;^' condition of the people's obedience* 

^ To aflift the fovercign wirii their ad^ 

* vice, in the arduous affairs of govern-^ 

* ment,. be inftituted a council, compofed . 
^ o£ the elders and chiefs of the Cartha-. 

G 3, * giniaru 
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• ginian families, who had been the confi- 

• panions of his flight, to whom he joined 
« a few of the natives, moft eminent for 

• their virtue, to obviate any apprchen- 

• fioa,' that their intcrefts might be facri- 

• ficed to thofe of their .ijcw fellow-, 

• fttbjedhi. 

I 

• ^ That this council fliould not be fub-^ 

• jedt to the influences of fear or mcrcc- ' 

• nary motives, he appointed them fevcral 
« honourable and important privileges^ 
^ and configned to each a confiderabre 
•property out of the public ftock, which 

• privilege and property were to defccnd' 
^ ta their pofterity, who were to be .the 

• hereditary counfeUors of the king,^ and 
*'^ardians of the laws, fo long as they 
^ perfevered . in the principles of private 
5. as ..well as. public virtue, for which they 
■f. iaret-e raifed W (uch honour j but on thejr 
f • feUlng off from then?}, or diffipating the 
;^. properly fhus^ given to fecu re their indc- 
.^'.pendanee^f^ll thofe. advantage were to 

r^\ht forfeited, th^eirfamHies reduced to a 

* private 
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^ private rank» and their places filled with 
* pcrfons more worthy of thetn. ' 



' Left this preeminence flioiild tempt 
this hereditary council to infringe upon 
the authority of the foVereign, or join*, 
him in opprcfling the people^ aboi^e 
whom they were thus raifed, Narbal 
inftituted a fecond council, inferior in 
rank, to be chofen annually by the 
people from among thcmfelves, to watch 
oyer their interefts> and defeat any at- 
tempt which might be made either by. 
the fovercign, or the fuperior council, 
CO exceed the limits refpedtivcly ap- 
. pointed to them •, which fecond council 
was to be convened at a certain timrin 
every year, to examine paft tranfedlions^ 
and concert ' future meafurcs j during 
their attendance on which duties, they 
were to enjoy the fame privileges as the 
fuperior council ; but at the end of that 
attenckncc, to return 'td' their foritier 
private ftate- arid this ftiort duration of 
theij; authority was ordainc<l,, thai ih* cafe 

G 4 ^ •^ thi^ 
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* this reprefentativ6 council, or any of* 

* its members, fhould deviate from thc^ 

* fenfe of their conftituents, or betray 
' ih'errcohfidcnGe, the people might haVe 
•^-timely remeujy in their power, by cor-- 

* refting: fjtiidij chcBcfrif.-raadr *ntrufting' 
♦'thfeirrights^^ into* more' l&itirfirf hinds,' 

* before ahjr evil or error coimi^itted by* 

* tfaem fhould take too deep a.rdot*' 



tj 



* By th^fe two ccuncijj^ ti^ ^mjuad 
^ with «he fovereignj were lo be framed- 

* all future h^sr for the government o£* 

* the ftate, as Well in. its interior' poHc^y„* 
« a^ in refpeft, td its conneflionis arid inter-*; 

* courfe;^ith, other ft ^te§i: which coil*' 

* junAjQii'wftsrfer eff^ntial, thai the diflent* 

* of tji6 ii>yereigni or either cotinciJ, pre-* 

* vehtedthe ^ftabliibment of the liw pro-' 

* pofed : and of all JaWi?, tl^e execution* 
< was .com«\itte4 ,t9 the king, with a 
*' powfcr )of nppommg peffem proper for 
^' that purpofe i but uoder this reftridiot), 
^ chat no perfcm fhould be appointed to 

' - « cjJecutc 
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^ txQCUte the litws, who was hitnfelf knowa^ 
^ to pcrfift in the violation of any law. . 

• And laftly,^ to fupport the dignity of* 
'the crown^^ aod defray the neccilary ex*' 
^ pences of the ftate». he appotfited: ajtrcr-' 

* tain portkm of landa to be ctikivatcd by 
^ fuck definqpentSt aa by/ their crimes 
^ ihould dcCarvc the lofs of liberty ; being 
^^ ienfible of the abftirdity and injuftice to 

* the pubttc, ; of depriving it of the fef vice 
*• of its-n)embers» , by pfini(hing any crime, 
^ befide murder^ with the 4eath of the 
^ criminal; and that as all other crimes 
^'proceed ultin^attly fronri idknels, their 
^ proper punilkment istabour^ the appre* 

* henfion of which acoumulatedaalEir «»' 

* the ftrength of the critmnal could pof- 

* fibly fupport, and eontimied for hia tife, 
^ muft be nMich jnore dfe^a) to prevent 
^ the ctfmnSffion of fuch crimes^^ d)an any 
^ dih^^pnpfiiflimtiii, ttuDwevcp^r^^ 

« (hort du^^ioh % W till tbet^^hniild be 

* a fofflcie^t number of fuch: df lioqunnti, * 

* or if Jiappily there never ihould, then 

G 5 ; by 
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* by the ^wcr / r^ks; ef ^Ije people for 

* hire, to be paid out of the produce of 

* their labour. 






\ *',Tp fuch. a fyftem.of goycrmiient it 
^ wd3,'impo{Iible to m3:ke any objcdtion. 

* The people unanimoufly tefl;ified theif 

* approbation of it in the ftrongeft maa- 
^ ner \ and NarbaL havinsr fworh at the 

* akar to prcferve it inviolably, \n every 

* rdpeft and inftance, to ,thc utmoft of 

* his power; and imprecated the ven- 

* geance of heaven upon .any of his fuc- 
^ ceiTors who ihould attempt to fubvert 

* it, he received the crown from the hands 
' of the chief prieft, amid the . univerfal 

* acclamations and bleilings pf aU pre- 

* fcnt \ who in return fwore .fidelity jco 

* him, and obedience to the government, 
^ which he planned for their mutual bene- 
' fit; concluding the facred folemnity 
^ with Qblat^m and prayers to the gods 
^' for their biefling and prote(^on. 
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SECTION IX. 

* THE fame wifdom and public fpirit 

* which had didlated this form of govern- 

* ment, appeared In evcrfaift" of Narbal's 

* reign.' He promoted' virtuci'"^'in3;pu- 
\ nifhedVicc. He fecured the civil rights 
« and private property of his fubjcds, by. 
' plain and ecjuitable laws. He eltablilhed 

* order in the ftate • and regulated its in- 

* temar^olicy. He tcftrained bllentatious 

* expence, lukury, and excels. He en- 

* couraged induftry, and 'application ta 

* the uleful artsj and his own condud: 
\ was the beft* comment bn his Tawi. 

' • • • '• '\ ' ' ' " fs • . - ;.. 4 ! . ; ^ , 

' HVl^n hie liad ' fettled theft ihoft im- 

* mediate objects of fiJs care, Re extended 

* it to others itiore remote*, though not 

* lefs important. ' • - 

* H« knew tKat-lAdbftty fe tfee -true 

* parent of firength j an<l cbmnwrce the 
I only inexhauftible fund of wealth to a 

G 6 » ftate : 
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* happy fate of Carcbage^ ikat evcm cx>iif»- 

< merce may be punfued too far, and that 

* ekcdsi of vteal& is weaki^s. He there- 
^ :fy(tejArf£tcd duo ;^ric i^ induftry to a 
^* 4J^miibfid«bi>jio£t 

^* Of all the way^^ in which the com- 
' biii|ed force. of the human inind and 

* body can be exerted, the mo(t advan- 

* fagOTUSi wd^ the feffle time the rtioft 

* truly, hpriourable^ i$i agriquljture- It 
^ creates that wealthy which comtnerce 

* only coUeflis : it fupports the arts, by 

* fuppcirting life for the exercifc of them :' 

< it ipcrea&s population, and proyidea for 

* that cijcrcafCf In a wpr^^as nrjuch as 

* the fupply.of natural, is mpr? important 

< than that of artificial wants ; as mucri 

< as life itfelf, than the phahtaftic emolo* 

* enepts of ^it» by fomucfa b agriculture 

* fupertor to every other art : and for this 
« reafon, the firft and great aim of Nar- 

* bal*s policy, through the whole cour(e 

^ of his reign> was tb improve agricultuit, 

* and 



5 .0f<tn«mft and homMm to suit 

^ Nof iwaa Hb care eonfined witMn tfee* 
< circ^ of. hia own kangdoili. ^Ht ftuditd' 
' the genius and interefts of all del neigh* 
*' bouring nations *, and laid down rules 
« for the cofiduft proper to be obferved 
f^ in-eve!y>|)ofiibie tntercourfe lykh them 



• »y 



* Though the firft aiHi of NarbaW ^6-^' 
« licy was fy^ace, and hii flrft liWs Calcii- 
« fated for the cultivatkm^ of it, he waft t0(y 

< Well acquainted *ith human nitutt trf* 

* expeft that fuch a blefiStig could be pite- 

* ferved to his people wlttiout tWe {tj^port 

* of force, to rep^l the attacks of 'eHvy, 

* intfefeft; arid artibiti6n. ' '^ 



» t 



^ To efiablifti thii force tfiertfot*, in 

< conftant readirieis for fo nedeflary a^^-' 

* poTe^' he ordained that all the Byrfan 

< youth ihould learn the warlike Mt^ afid 

* appear or certain Ibated times in ever/ 
^ yeat before bim^ to (hew dieir expert-' 

* ncfs 
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V nefs ac them ; encojuraging emulation" 
' by honorary prizes ; but. ac tjbc lame 
* time taking every pofljble precaution to 

fupprefs axnbftion and an indifcriminate 

pikipn for war. 

; * The Wifdom of th^e ieftitutioos: foon^ 
: appeaired. His peopJc wcne iicld in 
ofteem aind reipod^ by all the nej^bour- 
ing nations. They were happy in them, 
'feltes; atid their^couhtry^floovtihed in 
all the blefilngs offkiduftry and peace ; 
and as far as hutmn- reafo a • coald look 
forward into time, the firmnefs of the 
bafis upon which his happinefs was 
^ founded, fecured its duration. 



^ But why do I dwell thus fondly on 
the excellencies of a government, which 
is now no more ? The theme mud be 
diiinterefting to you; but my mind is 
fo filled with the revered idea, that in 
the over-flowing of my heart, I have 
infenfibly ran into lengths,^ beyond my 

• firft 



«<^fdP'aafigri.'i-iSayihg th» • Ke wiped 
Wiy ffic tcar^.— • - • 



• /. 



« Imitate not hU prolixity^' interrupted 
Tcmugin, * by a defcription of grief, aa 
< difgufting in your repetition^ as it wa) 

* groundlefe in hiin. As well «wy ic be 
^ expected to make the fea ftand . ftill, as 

* to frame a fyftcm of government, which 
^ will not chan^. Ei;ery hour produces 
^ inc«d(iitt(^ whM as, fDeoef- 
^ iarilyt tft. the: itiorioo of the. ^ n)0v» 
« . the face of the waters. But fu^h is the 

* wifflomof fpeouJatiyc iegifl^tors. Pro* 
f ceed.*-^ . . 

« 

The captive bowed his head in fub-i 
miflipn to a reproof^ the force of which 
he felt y and thus rdumed jus (lory. ^ - 



» * 
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SECTION X, 

« HEAVEN,' continued my hoft, « re- 
warded the virtue of Narbal, in the 
^mpleft manner. He faw.,all his pious 
labours crowned with fuccefs 5 and died 
full of years, and full of glory, leaving 
his cxown to a fon, worthy to fuccee J 
him. 

« 

< The kkigdom of Byrfa flourMhed for 
miany ages, under a long fbcceflkm of 
princes of the race of Narbal ; who 
all adhered faathfuHy to the great prih- 
tipfes of \ih government, every change 
wfif(?h' tecame neceflary, in the change 
W dihes, beirt^r^Iatcd^ tWm. 



> • * 



* But unhappily the fatnc care: was not 
obftrved, perhaps was not pbffible to 
be obfcrved, in the niinuter mirttcrs of 
domeffitpblSfy. A l6rig '(5ba?& of ^rof. 
jperlty'Wde the 'Byrfans firget,^ that 
tfieir ftate owcfd its origin to miisfbrtune; 
aitd ^wealth, accumulated by frugality, 

! was 



< was^^ though to ren^ve the ntccfficy of 

* that virtue. 

* The natural wants of man arc- few, 

* and eafily fupplied ^ but the artificial , 

* are infinite, and infatiable. Not content 

* with the 'nqcefiaries of life, he looks . 

* around for the conveniences, from which . 
t to the Itifxliries the afcent is infenfible« 

* Npr %)per , hfiA ^ fumptuaty, laws, ta 

* ftridtly^qijoiwe^ bj Narbal, began to be • 
« relaxed, thao the fpirit of' commerce, >> 

* confequentially, and4efignedly, rcftr^lned » 
^ by then), broice thi:ough ^ bounds }i 

> * a|id ranikcked every qi^rter of ^be.eantb* 

* to gratify t;bef pb^ataftick jOemaod^ ^ 
I luxury and caprice* 

"^ 
.1 

« Theopportpniti^si, wjiich this opened,? 

* of bartering from 9W to smother, the 
' ^ various produ£);s pf all dhe various na- 

* tions, with whom they traded, afFoxdcd 
^ them fuch ^ifi, tli^t a» theii: wea)(h had ^ 

fmadc 
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^ made them luxurious, fo their luxurjr 
• made them wealthy. 



« The cffefts of this were foon feTt* 
The wealth of individuals exceeded that 
of the ftate, in every degree of juft pro- 
portion,: and their expence exceeded 
*that wealth. A falfe refinement uni- 
verfally took place of that fubMme Cm- ' 
plicity of fentiment and manners, which 
had been the honourable Ghara(fteri(lic 
of the Byrfan nation. Their buildings 
were raifed more for oftentatiow than- 
ufe. Their garments were faihioned by - 
i vanity. Their food was choien meerly 
for its expence, however difagreeable 
to the taftc, or deftruftive to health. 
Refpeft was meafured by riches. Ho- ' 
nours were openly fold ; or conferred 
for fcrvices, in their nature moft dlf- 
honourable. Virtue and merit were de- 
prcfied by contempt and negleft •, while 
vicefound favour, and injudicious mercy 
encouraged crimes, by difarming jufticc 
of its' terrors^ 



France of BtTLisf. i^ 

* In a word, the whole bulin'efs of life 

* was diffipation i and every thing ferious, 

* every regard to decency, moral virtue, 
^ and religion, was turned into ridicule. 

* In order to carry on their commerce 

* to greater advantage, the Byrfans planted 

* colonies, in different parts of the earthy 
•.which drained their own country of its 

* moft ufeful inhabitants •, none who were 

* not pofleffed . of confiderable wealth, or 

* whofe profeffions did not immediately 

* minifter to the gratification of luxury, 

* fi:nding any encouragement, or even 

' being able to live at home, where the * 

* fafcination of examplehad made a pro- ^ 

* fufion in expence unavoidable ; and idfe- > 
' nefe and vanity had fo far enhanced the - 

* price of the indifpenfible ncceflaries of 
•'life, as to involve the induftrious poor, ^ 

* whofe labour is the hatural fupport, as 

* their numbers make the real^ftrengthof. 

* a ftate, in all the miferieaf of want ; and 

* oblige them to ' ff ek fubfifteftcc elfe- 

V where. • '. > 

*• • * « 

• Time 
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«'Timc fliewcdthe confecjiience of this 

* condwft, Thefe colonics, cncrcafuig- in 

* nunibef s, i» proportion to the depopu^ 

* lation of ^ their mot^er^country, . by fuclv 

* emigrations ; and flourifhing in all the 
•arts cafricd fionn thchccv^at len^hi felt 
«*tbcir owniftfengrhj^andifcarning ade- 
^.pendance no^longcr fupport^ by.fuffi^ 
« cienc pawer^ took, the firft. plaufibte* 
•;occafiori to A^fcet it o^*.and ever .after- 
•^carripd tte^»fcJw&di}ce flates allied, UfKHV 
f ;€(iu4>tffn^ i:^tH«r thtad5abjcd$, . 



• ' ?< -^ • ' . • '( ' - '^ 



>' * . f 



/ Nor .ym* >fie, eipterior* polity pf tipc" 
< B(yrfa^Si^^»f ^Icjd by p«i^:ip4es of .gEcatiw ) 

* wifdQnpijj. pT,yiftm. JPrpud .of tls9jr& 

* wealth'jf thfy ]opke4 with contemp^jon : 

* every poo}^. natior; ; and Ui ndly n:»fta]&- 

* ing that wealth for (Irengih, fcrupled 

* not to if)vade their rights, as views of 
« intereft or ambition chanced to tempt 
t them. 

• Such^ a- conduft often neceffarily en- 
!! gdgcd them in wars, with the neigh- 

* bouring 



* bouring nations ; and gave the fanflion 

* of juftice to the attacks,, which envy of 

* their profperity had before dcligned 
^ ^ainft them; but as thefe attasrks were 

< always made on fom.e particular occalion^ 

* and fingly by the people then aggrieved, 

< they conftantly failed of their effeft, and 
^ only encreafed by fuch exertion, the 
f power they were intended to over*turn« 

^ In this manner did they proceed for 
^ many ages, gourifhing in a falfe prof* 
\ perity, the cauie of which infenfibly 
^ undermined its foundation, like, a tr^^ 

< growing by the fide of a river^- whole 
^ waters, . at the fame time, that they make 

* its branches fpread, and cover them with 

* bloom, wafli away the earth from its 
f toots ; till it falls unexpectedly m the 

< midft of its glory, over-turned by ^he 
^ flighted gufir of .wind; and buries ev^y 
! thing near it, in its rains# 



:v 
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SECTION XI. 



* IN the commotions which ftiopk the 
earth, when the Arabians, under^ the 
pretext of propagating their religion, im- 
pioufly ravaged and enflaved the greater 
part of the world, as if the < benign 
Father of creation could be pleafed with 
the miiery and deflation of his works, 
a body of Egyptians, who had efcaped 
their fury,- fettled thcmfelves in ^ moun- 
tainous and barren trad of land, which 
liy bcitweten the country of the Byrfans, 
and' the defart,. over which they had 
fled with their families, in their de- 
fpah:.'— . 

* Appalled at this arraignment of the 
rcligibn, jn which I Jiad been educated ; 
of principles, which. 1 had ever been 
taught to holdniofl: facred, all my re- 
fpedt for my hoft could not prevent my 
interrupting him. 



« Mercy, 
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* Mercy, gracious heaven 1 I exclaimed, 

* what do I hear ? Can any duty be more 
^ incumbent on man, than to propagate 

* the true religion, even by force, where 

* perfuafion fails ?' Is not eVery man, who 

* refufes to receive It, an enemy to God, 
** and ias fuch to be cut off from among 
*' men ? And is it not a.moft imfncius 
' breach of that' duty, a proftitotion ^f 

* benevolence to exert it, toward him ?' 

* Beware, O my fon,' he replied, wkh 

* a look and accent of. the greateft eam- 
^ dihiers, * beware of intruding thy feifi into 

*^^ thcf councils of heaven! Has €he>9u- 

* preme Beiiig told you, that oAly dne 
^ religion is acceptable to him ? And that 
< the religion, which you profefs, is that 
^ one P If youiaHedge:a particular reve- 

'♦ ktion of yotir feligion, do not others 
^*- reft upon a 'like foundation ? And d6th 

* not every man believe his own to-be 

* true? 



In 
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^ la fiicbacxmbttiecifi by. whk virtue 

<^ hme jma lalane merited* the pnefarence 

^ of'bdiig right?. Or rtther, how hath 

« the. pkure cfiyour, bkth .merited that 

^'pvefeieiice ? : For by that was deter- 

< itiiiicd the. fflode ,0f yottr reiigton t Aitd 
fiwouldv % matter o£:ifl^h.ia^cfttanee hn/^e 
«^t|oe& lsfbi<lepBndi]igfin/a'Cin:ttaift«icc 
f £> mccirly f cci4ental ? 

* BeHde, to allow wh2(t you eohtehd 
f' fQTf that your- tteligjbon is the oiUy one, 
^.wluch.iB right, .hath ihe Oeity ddl^ated 
^ ^ loyoa a power, . #hkh bo hath oot ex- 
« eited himfelf, of cMnpelling .all men 
« to tUnk aliice f Or, . if he hiiends foch 

< eoinpQlfion,.dothhe«Ar)tyo)3nfi^ftaiice 
^ to eficd it ? ^ Can IK>t lie,, wl^p ciwtcth 
^tfae miod, smoidd it as he pkafeth? 
« Ami is itinorin vtio r i^ it noiimpieus 
« for man toi attwipt icontr^l^iilg * that 
V wfaich)die JMcyJittb left &€» ? 

< Nor is it kfs fo, to attempt ufurping 
Jl' his vengeance : If he would punilh, 

a • arc 



^ in- lH$*JiAnd i Boes not the th«o4tr)niar ? 
*il©d ^not the foundations of tiw eartit 
^itmtihkt^t his ; word? Uoivtr&l bene- 

* iMf^Qfi: is ihfi- fo?iifi« f mo(b; Keqitat^lcJ 
tit^v henKeq^ nor tran aayr ndBghm r.foe 
SodotiMd ffom thomre, whtcb. iiotdd m*' 
^r>omiibmi9E:hof;sh^c invariable^ omml^ 

* duty/ - 






I /5,qE:hfntpbfcfying tM J was w»dy td 
*/burfc .with indignation, . and eagernflfs- 
*vtO'C0Bia:overt what be faid^' ^iRcprefs- 
^ your. 2fca)) my ibV Ivs contitiiied, 
^.ioftening his^ voHsei. 4Qd .regarding mt,* 
' i^cfa^a look ^ li^xfrneflibte «endQVi)e&; ^ 
*4^d^illMniiM4ifpa^K>na^^ beflu^ ynw ' 
^ jMreiUofie 10 jiH%c,^^ Influenced vby. th^ ' 
« ifame motives, I ^ once thought as ya« ' 

* 4q nQW i and held - in drtoft*tion every 
^ l^igi^i .but my QWD; or rachcr that 
« of the C6iii|tt)rv in which I had haj>- 

* pened to be born, which I had received 

* implicitly, witbo^it examination, . or 
VoL I. H : . f proof. 
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^^ procrfl But itafeti and ^xperiAtce have* 

* incc opened my cyes^ to my error, 

< If only one manner of wor(hip could 

* be acceptable to the Deity, would he not 
^ have made that ms^nner kxioi;vh to all 

* mankind, at their creation ? Would he 

* not have made die mind conceive it as ' 

* invariably, as he made the fcnfcs /cprc- ' 
^ font their objefts ? Would he not have 
^ made it as felf-cvident, as the founda- 
' tion of moral virtue, which ts received* 

* without- variation^ by all mankiad*.^—' 

* If eternal unhappineft was to be the 

* neceflary confcqucnce of difiering from ' 
< this manner, would it have been con- * 

* fiftent, either with his goodnefs, or his 

* juftice, to have left by fo much the 
^ greater part of mankind ignorant of it ? 

* This would have been to create them 

* on purpofe for unhappinels. An im- • 

♦ putatidn,^ 

* Probablj^ Do, as yqu would bb pON^r by* 



« pWHm^ ^hkh is r^.grcatfft q%nce 
« poffible fc3f m^ to offer to Gocl, ii>.f<ir 

* as rcfpcfts himfelf only* 

.« CoofiA^r, that the mpd^. of worlhip, 
fwhkh prevails. cno(l in thewoi;Jd, i^.^ot 

* Renown to the. Jbuwircdth,. per}ia{>s ;jot 

* to the thoufandth part of its inhabi- 

* tants..— Confider alfo how many ,age» 

* have . pafled away, before any of the 
^ prerent;mo(|es were known at all > and 
'. then you will fee the iaipipus abfucdity 

* qf excluding from mercy, all but the 

* few profeffors of a particular pne amppg 

* them, 

* Who then fliall dare tg call the,. man, 

* wlio profefles a different mode of wor- 
*. (hip, an enemy to heaven ? And how 

* can it be a duty .to attempt propagating 

* by force, an uniformity, which is not 

* prcfcribed ? Should he not rather con- 

* elude from its not having been pre-, 

* fcribed, that the variety is pleafing ; in 
; the feme mamier as the beauty of fen-^ 

H 2 * fible 
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« fible objects arifeth from variation in' 

• their parts. Wherever I hear the priufts 
^ of the Deity fung, my foul fkali accom- 

, * pany them, without objefliing to the 
« . cnanner -, nor will I hazard the profana- 

* tion of fo facred a duty, by arrc^antly 
^ attempting to obtrude any other*. 



« To prove the^ neceflary obligation of 
mutual benevolence^ man was created 
in a ftate of indifpenfible dependance 
upon the alEftance of others, from the 
firft moment of his life. Shall he not, 
then, give that afliftance, which he 
has received ; and muft continue to re- 
ceive? Have all, who have adminiftered 
relief to his wants, profeflcd the fame 
religion with him^ And would their 
profcfling another make their afTiftance 
ine(fe<5i:ual to. his relief? Be the religion 
of a man what it will, while the morfel 
of bread, which I receive from his 
hand, yields me wholefome nourifhment, 
npver will I think myfelf abfolvcd from, 
much lefs interdifted the duty of ad- 

' miniftering 
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* miniftering relieF to his liratits. No- 
^ thing lefs than an immediate inteipo- 

* fition of the Deity, by a total, change 

* oP natural cffcfts, being fufficient to 

* abrogate a law, made neceflary by him, 

* to my nature. 

« In a word, my fon^ the worfliip, 

* truly acceptable to the Deity, is the im- 

* mediate ad: erf" the (bul, and conflfts in 

* gratitude for his Ueffings, and refigna- 

* tion to his will ; while I pay that with 

* fincerity of heart, I fear not his taking 

* offence at the pofture of my body^ or 

* any other—* 

* Ceafe !* interrupted Temugin, * nor 

* Vvafte time in repeating the prtx>fs of 

* principles fclf-evident. Some mode of 

* worftiip is neceflary ; and fince no par- 
^ ticular one ' has been uni verfaHy efta- 

* blifhed by that power, which alone 

* hathr the right, every country .is entitled 

* to purfud its own ; and every individual 

* obliged ta obferve h, -in his aftions, 

H 2 !* which 
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^wfiicK only »e Tubjeft to human au- 

* thoritjr/ 

SECTION xir. 

•THE fiyffans,* refumed the captive, 
\ who at the time of the arrival of thcfe 

* ftrangers were beginning to deviate from 

* the fage inftitutions of Narbal, and turn 
« all their attention from agriculture to 

* commerce, gave no obffruaiion to this 

* newfettlement; eithef not thinking thofe 

* mountains worth cultivating, or per- 

* haps not being yet ib intoxicated by 

* good fortune, as to forget the origin 

* of tfieit own ftate. 

* For fevcral ages theHe fuJ^cd but 

* Kttle intercourfe between tbe-Byribns and 

* their t^e^;^ neighbdur^,' irtio- had ^atlTmned 
*' thenatiie -of 'Coptesi the' Byd&M, in 

* the ' pridfc ' of ''jpr ofperity, '' dffdi^ftittig to 
^' 'take notice 6f a )pi6plt itruggKng with 

* diitfefs; and the Coptes,^ in the fullen 
« diffidence of that diftirefe, ' fceepiAg at 

*aii 



.♦ ji 



>'art.^Ujd ^ddft^ncie from (uf^^ xjtt^f^ltinQ 

* neighbours. 

* Whik the Byrfans therefore were ex- 

* tending their conamerce to the extremi- 

* tica of the. earthy and revel liiig-iin. the 

* J\axurie^ wlMch it produced, the Coptes, 

* precluded by their fituation from every 

* foreign intercourfe, applied themfclves 
\* fntlrely (a agriculture, in which the 
& natural difa4vantagcs of their . country 
a^ obliged them to exert all their bduftry, 
> in order to procure the indirpenfible nc-» 
jf ce94ri€s of life. 

* But thefe difadvanf|age$ ^fl^K mc^e 
^ than made amends for by the confe-* 
*^ qt3efKie$» Th^y fccured tjtcm &oa\ the 
^ pecnicious efie^ of luxury^ ,afid aU tho 
^ train of vioe^ aod evils whiqh attend on 

* wealth;' If chcy.ppfltfled, bqt licfk, ih^y 

* wwicedffiU.l^&l.Thcy v^^re .ftro^ in 
5 ;bQdy, rand, i^iblute pf .fpirit v. ajid th^ ip 
fihaWqatiQus. were filled with ^ nueierojus 
^ ood tealtbfvil! ff ogpqy. i ^ , ., 

H 4 • In 



* induftry changed the face of t&6 iickin- 

* try, and remedied all the unkindneifles 

* of nature. The hills were covered with 

* B6cks and herds. The fong of the huf- 
^ bandman echoed in the valHes^ ^and the 

* voice of plenty and content Was heard 



/ 



* through all the land. 



* Sttch a • chai^ge at length f aifed thfe 
^ envy ztid avafide of the Byrfens, whb 

* were then iii the'Ttetiith ^ their gtery. 

* They fern haughtily to the C^ptes, tO 

* demand poffcfflon of their cotintry, Which 
•they alledged to belong to themfelves j 
^ and Without cvfeh waiting f^t an anfvkr, 

* prepared to march a powerful army td 
« feize by force, thist which they wer6 

* confcious they had no right to receive 

« peaceably. 

» 

^ The Coptes naturally were furprized 
« at fuch a demand ; and diredtly fent an 
« embafly of the moft refpeftable perfond 
« in their ftate, to (hew the injuftice of it, 

" They 



^ They dledgfd tha kngth qf;the time,, 
^f.dpring which thi^y had been in. undi^ 
** fturbed poffeffion o£ the counitry,. which 
^ their anceftors had fpuod de&latc;, andi 
" unpcii^fled bjc ajny inhabitants. ,, That 
f^ the Syrian?, far froip , c^imff^ anp 
** right to it at th^t tiedc, ^ . fthcy cer- 
^* tainly would have done,, had they. 
^ thought it belonged ta thenf, took not 
" the kaft notice, much Ms. oSence ac 
^ their fettling there ;. nor had ever men- 
^ tioned fuck a claim in any oEthe tranf^ 
^ adiom which, had. occafipnaUjr. pafiedi 
^ between the two imtions ilnce.. An<^ 
<« finaUy^! that the title.of the Cc^testo* 
^ the country which they inhabited, was; 
«^ equally .gjQod^ w^th that o£ theJSyrj^s. 
^to theirs^ botli^ . people . havjtig been. 
*** compelled by neceffity to &yL from ^pir 
^ native homes, and fix themfelves in the: 
" fame manner,, wherever they, could, fiacfc 
^ a place (rf refuge.!* : 



^ Unanfwerable as dieie arguments were;. 
^ ^ey had. no force with the Byrfans^^ 

^5? t ^^'^ 
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« who fcarccly (§ei§ned to wait till th6 
* king Ibould give the ambalTadors an 

« aUdiencSd • ) ' • '? ^ Xi 






« At this unhappj^ period commences 

* the fad ftoty of my misfoitunea, which 
^^were^ itrltiediatftly d^ved frpm tkofe 

* of my country, that I thought it nccef- 
^ fary to^givethis (hort detail^ as an intra- 
> duftion to the events of my ownlife.* 

The entrance of an eunuch to acquaint 
Temq^n with the arrival of. an exprefsr 
from the general of one of his armies, 
interrupted. the captive at this place* He 
was commanded to withdraw, and wait 
the empQror*ft pleafufe cp hear :ito^ ^on^ 
tbuation of hie n^^tiy^ at fome other 
time. 



» ^/. 



End of tb£ Si.coUr> Book. 
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* hard-foitfetWh|^ of^tHr d^iri^ 
of the Byrfan ftate, and was defirdlw to 
be better informed of it, was fo highly 
intercfted by the captive's ftory, that he 
ordered his attencJaiKe, th^ liest evening, 
when he refumed it, as follows. 

H 6 < An 
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« An illuftrious aric^ftry,* continued 
Himilco, (fo was my venerable hoft called) 

* is the deepeft dirgra<?e to a deg^rate 

* offspring ; but where it excites virtuous 

* emulation, it refle(^s additional kiftre 

* upon every new accefs of honour, fealing 
^ it with the fanftiod of inheritance *, afnd 

* may be mentioned withouifincurring tlvc 

* reproach of vanity. 

'The houfe of my father derived its 
« "origin from Narbal, by his youngeft fon> 
\ Mago ;, whofe ddcendants always jufti^ 

* fied by their merits, the claim whidi 

* their blood gave them to tHe firft offices 
; in the ftate. 

^ My father, who beheld with grief 
« every deviation, from the wife inftitUr 
« tions of his royal ptogenit^r^ took par* 

* ticuUr care to inftrudt me iu the true 

* fenfe and fpirit of them*. ,from a fond 

* hope that heaven. would one 4ay offer 
« fome favourable opportunity for reftoring 

* th? government^ to the purity and vigour 

4 of 



* of kaJlrft prmeipi^ ; ,^.,lle^w^U fppcfav^r^ 

* from its prcfent, relaxation,, th^t, jfome 

* great change muft neccflarily he near* 
V But hapjfjr^ for him, 1m?: lived jpot taj 
^ fee the accon^plifluxtopi^ of his |);rqi4ge, 

* ftitutio^sp^, by coD^pariftjn with^thpfe oi 
^ other nations ; and to avoid the dan* 

* gerous influence cff fuch an example, as 

* the, o^ann^r*^ t;he Byrl^ jtmin, thea 

' cxhibite^i. uponanimeicpcrieiw^dm 
*r my %hfi£ Kfo)kYi?d ij^it I .flvHrfd tmvel 

< intQ f<?i¥ign lands..^ ifeoa 4s res^on was. 

< ripened to fuffident .fNre^th^. to £011x1 it 

* proper judgment upon a perfeiial know- 

* Icdgp cf the ways of roan* 

- ^ - • - * • X . . . J, -J . ■' 

^ Having prepared all tiring fbr this 

* purpoftj' he led me mtohis galrideri,. ofk 

* the evening prfeeeding tHe day appoitited 

* for my dcparti^re^ ahd fiktlng' me "befide 

* him, onth<f hiargm of 'a Fountain, ^ad- 
J dteffed himfcff t» me in thefe ^nis \ 



* words, indelibfy noritten on the^taUet 
5 of my heart. 



»» . » - ' . 4 " 



« I fee, with delight,'* faid he, « my 
*^ fon, the impreflion, which the precepts 
** of my care have made upon thy mind ; 
*^ and I fear not but heai^ir wiM' enable 
f^ thee to carry them into eacecdtion; 

« «* To facilitate this great end, I fend 
•* thee to fearch for wifdom in the world 1 
.c^ To read the heart of man, in his 
*^ aftions ; and feom them learn to diftin- 
«^ guilh between the appearance^ and 
,« reality of things. 
I. 

*< Were I toconfult the tender impulfe 
*^ of nature, I Ihould keep thee ftill in my 
;^ boiimi ; but I prefer thy. advant^e to 
*^ my own pleafure % ((hould I not rather 
« fay that thy advantage is my greateft 
.^ pleafure!) and I part withr tfa^ for 
^< a time, in ^iured hope of thy rctunv 
f * ing emriched with wifdom and virtue w 
^ fupporc die feeble iteps of my old age 

•* down 
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^^<idOimi the Udl /of li^; and crown my 
*^ urn with the facred honour of having . 
•* b^otten a fon, worthy to fcrvc his 

-^ oeumry* 

• ■«.•♦•, ■ * 

^* When I fay, that my hope of thy 
>^. h^py return is afiufed, I would not be 
^* undcrftoodtotnean^ that there are no 
^ dangers in thy way. The floating 
^^ fands of tfar defart, the rage of the 
>« ttmpeftt. or the hiddien rocks in the 
.** fi»» aneilefe dangerous than the alluxt* 
^< «ments, vice lays in the way of the, tra^ 
<^ veller : Allurements, which it requires 
*^ the immediate guidance of heaven' to 
«c avoid, they offer themfelves in fuch 
<( various fliapes, and £> ipecioufly fimu* 
^* late the very virtues, which they coun« 
« tcraft. 

: ^^ I will not bur dben thy mind with a ' 
,** repetition of thp advice, whicJi ; it has 
^ been the plegfmg talk of my life, to 
^^^ inftill intx> it. Tl^; few following hint^ 
il as tb^ relate, iouncdiately to thQ fcene^ 

" on 
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«« on which you arc jiift entering, ure alt 
« I ftall fay at prefenc 5 and then com- 
M mi« thy fteps to that guidance, which* 
'' ** is never withheld from virtue, if ibught 
^ with humble, and ardent fupplication.. 

^ Open thine eyes» and ^ine ears •^ 
^ bat bar the door of thy Ups«. Aik no» 
*« queftionsJ Enfet npt into argumcncsr. 
^ Concern not yourfelf in the affairs of 
♦* othera ; nor reveal your own, where 
^ the importance of the occafion doth not 
^ make fach a coofidence indifpenftble. 

^ Sileftce is^ univeriblly dteemad to be 
c* the confeqtience of wifdom* It there«- 
^ fore engages^ confidence i and commands. 
^ re^eft. 

** If you meet any thing, which you: 
f^ do not diteQiy comprehend, conclude- 
•^ that the difficulty arifes from your own 
*^ inattention; and Mnfider the matter 
^ again, with better care. One doubts, 
f^ thus Mved by youilfelf, will open your 

^ mind: 
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*• miftd mofe, by excrcifiilg its powers, 
** than the folution of many, by another. 

.** As for arguing, inftead of elucidat- 
^' ing difficulties, it only creates ant- 
" mofity, and confirms error ; the pride 
" of man making him more anxious to 
" fupport his own opinion, than to in- 
♦' veftigace truth. And this was the rea- 
" fon of" that myfterious fifcnce enjoiijed 
*^ to his pupils, by one of the wifeft of 
** the weftern fages. 

/" This, my fon, is the fum of whal: 
" I have to recommend to your atten^ 
«' tion. Careful obfervation of thefe few 
*« plain rules, will conduft you fafely 
*' through the multitudes, whom you 
*^ muft mix with to acquire knowledge." 
^ —Saying this, he laid his hand upon 
< my head \ and praying to heaven to con- 

* firm the bleffii^, which he heaped upon 

* me, difmifled me, with a kifs of peace^ 
f and paternal love. 
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SECTION IK 

• I will not lead you thro* every weaiy 

* ftep I meafured, nor recount eotnmon in- 
^ cidcnts, however interefiiog tomyfe]f at 

* the time. Such recitals, though flat- 

* tering to that confequence in which, man 

* is too apt to hold himfelf, only tire and 
; difguit the hearer. 

* Having paflcd thro' fcveral regions^ 

* in all of whichy. trnder appearances, and 

* by means utterly contradiftory to each 
^ other, I fawthe fame endof prefent gr<r- 

* tificatibn univerfally purfued, with the 
^ mod anxious and in&tiable eagernefs, 
^ I aririved at length upon the banks of 

* the great river Euphrates, whither I was 

* drawn by an irrefiiftible defire to receive 

* inftruftion from the mouth of the fage 

* Myrza, the, fame of whofe wifdpm and 

* ian&ity had gone forth into all the na« 

* tions of the Eaft. - ^ 

^'The 
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* The fun was juft difappearing, as I 

* approached the habitation of the fage« 

* It was a grotto, formed by the hand of 

* Nature, at the foot of an hill, whofe 

* brow hung over the river. He fat in 

* the entrance, contemplating the fmiles 

* of nature in that placid hour ; and ac- 

* companying in his heart the voice of 
5 gratitude and gladnefs, which echoed the 

* adoration of every living thing around. 

* He no fooner perceived my approach^ 

* than he advanced to meet me, prevent- 

* ing, by a friendly embrace, thofe pro-* 

* feflions of reverence, which his appear--^ 
^ ance commanded equally with his fame^ 

^ < Though report proclaimed him to 
^ have meafured more than twice the ufual 

* life of man, and knowledge was writ- 

* ten in characters of deepeft refledion in 

* his face, his eye had not loll the pene- 
« trating fire, nor his limbs the ftrength 

* of youth. He was crowned with all the 

* honours^ 
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« honours, but exempt from the infirmt- 
^ tics of age. 

< Having kindly enquired the motive 

* of my coming, he led me to his habi- 

* tation, at the entrance of which he re- 

* fumed his feat, placing me befide him,. 

* while my Slaves pitched their tents 

* among fome lofiy trees at a little dil- 

* tance on the bank of the river ; theA 

* obferving that I had not yet overcome 

* the awe with which his prefcnce had 

* ftruck me, " Knowledge, my fon," faid 

* he, with a fmile of the moft encourage 

* ing complacency, " is a gift bcftowed 
f* with a fparing hand,, and to but very 
**^ few, the utmoft abilities of mai>reach- 
**. ing little farther than to difcover his 
•* own ignorance. The ambition of it^ 
f< however, is mofl: laudable ; and when 
^* properly purfued, feldom fails of a juft 
f* reward, in the more valuable acquifi*, 
** tion of wifdom. 

« If 



Prince of Betlis.-. 165 

*« If the obfervations of my life can 
•* conduce to your acquiring either, I fhall 
** be happy in the communication of 
" them. At prefent the departing fun 
^* reminds us of the debt we owe for 
*< the blcflings of the finiflied day.*'— — 

< Saying this, he turned his face to the 

* weft, and falling upon his knees, poured 
^ forth his evening feng of adoratioa 
\ and praife, in fuch exalted ftrains, zs 

* rapt my foul in extafy I had never 

* felt before, while I joined inftinftively 

< with him. 

< Having performed this faered duty, 

* he arofe ; and turning to me, his eyes 
f ftill iparkling with rapture, which feemed 

* to raife him above man, ** My fon,**" 

* faid he, ** the fubjed of thy enquiries 
** is too extenfive, too complex^ to be 
*'• difcufled in a (hort time. The evening 
*^ clofeth apace-, and nature requineth 
** reft. T* o-n?Grro# I will mc^ thee with 
^ the young day, in ydnder citron groire 5 

« and 
2 
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^« and give thiee every ioibrtnation in tt\y 
*• power.*' 



J' ' 



SECTION JII. 

. * SOON as the angel of tbe.nioriHng 

* had chafed away the Ipirits of darknefs 
f from the face of the earth, I repaired to 
^ the grove, where I waited not loi^g, be* 
^ fore I was joined by the fage. 

< After Tome cxprelfioos of Jbewvo^ 

* knee and regard, he led me to a bQt¥er ^ 
^ woven by his own hands ; and looking 
f at the various : birda which winged their 
^ way around, ^^ How di&rent» my fon,** 
^ faM'he, ^^^reithe beauties of thi&fcenei 
^^ from th(^e whidb gild the- view of even* 
*< ing ? Satisfied with the enjoyments of 
•« the day, the feathered race then fcek 
** their homes, and fing thcmfclves to 
** fleep. Now bufy care, awakening with 
^ the ftin, Hfends them abroad agato t6 
•« icck the fame enjoyments y fecure of 
^« finding what they want, becaufe their 

« wants 
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^ wimts ace only thofe of nature, who 
*^ has provided amply for all her ofF<^ 
^ ipring. - 

. << So happily would the circle of man's- 
*• day wind up, were his dedres limited 
*^ wkbin the fame bounds. I fpeak of the 
^ defire$ of reafon as well as fenfe; for 
•* realbn and nature never differ. A wiftr 
^* ibr fomething more would not prevent 
" his enjoyment •, nor difappointment 
^< break his reft; Then would he not 
i< complain, that iht wagr to knowledge 
<< is without end ; thatr every new acqui-^ 
^ fition only opens a new want^ but 
*^ jufUy giiatsftd for the portion dtfpcnjed 
^ to him^ ledisoe, itJnfeO ftf-a^kice*. i^ftead 
^^ of wafting his days i|i,endle& ftai^fpt 
<« more." 

•.SHrcfer,* I returned, ^ O my,father# 
^ijtjie-^ay to knpwlcdgec^n^ bc>yithir. 
ft^oKM;tjBi>d t» him, whf> fi^gpt i?;^ly,, and 
* is^, fi>, happy, ^ to h^e, jaQ, ini^ruftor c^ 
f pable of dircfting hi|:ftcgs ?' _ ^ 
; * 3 ;* Inftrufltion, 
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\ i5* loftru^iom''. 4ie replied, ** is to the 
H^ 9)itidl' w}»it>£tod.«i^ «o thebodf; A^, 
<^W (IttS,. repletion counterafits • joounih- 
<' . iq^Ky . foi Qbye£):$ prefcnted to the mind ' 
<«.t€jo,(udd€Dly, or in too ts^id ft fuc- 
«' cefiion, by inftru6tion, «rithout allow- 
^ ing time to arrange them in due order^- 
<^ inveftigate their properties, and prove 
^ their agreement by compariibn, inftead 
<^ c^ informing only bur<kn reafon, and 
f^ bring not knowledge, but copfufion/' 

* Wretch that I am I I exclaimed, fur- 
^ fti'BiAj and alarmed at what he faid, 

< Have I then only wafted my youth in 

< lifleiing to inftrti&ioA } Are the pre- 
^ ceptt oimy father 110 more rfian a bur? 
Met^-tQ my-nuad ?' . 

<^ I mean not ib," anfweied the fage ; 
^ ihftru&ion is of the greateft advantage 
•« tO' a ' youthful mind. It awakens its 
^ pov^rs, ii{i{>r6^es their ftrength hj ex- 
•*• ercife; aiid points HM the proper obje&s 
l^ of their exertiofii 

. << The 



"^ The precepts of thj father, have laid 
V' a foundation for knowledge. To raife 
the foperftnidui^ ccuift be yourowa taik* 
That which is derived only fxxun pre*r 
*< cept being oo more than a ihadow» 
^< which vanilhca on attempting tq appl^r 
!• it to afc» 






C€ 



Muftapha Eber Ibrahim was born in 
the city of Bagdat, where he gained 
^ fuch reputation in his trade of a jew« 
f ^ eller, that he foon became rich. 

** Encouraged by this fuccefi, he re- 
^^ folved to breed up his two Tons, Kerker 
^* and Haflan, to the fame trade; and 
^' that in fuch a manner, as he flattered 
^' himfelf would enable them to rife to 
*• greater eminence in it, than had ever 
^< been attained by any former artift. 

«' Muftapha was himfelf utterly un- 
« learned. Pradtke had taught him to 
^« know the va|ue of the gems and metals 
l^ in which he wrought, and to fafliioh 

Vol. I. I " and 
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** . and arrange them irt fuch fof ms and 
•' combinations, as flibuld difplay their 
•* colours, and employ their properties 
" to moft advantage. But all his know- 
«* ledge ended there. When he was aflced 
** the caufe of thcfe properties,- and why 
** fuch forms and arrangements' produced 
*' thofe efFefts, he was unable to give an 
*' anfwer fatisfa<5tory even to himlclf, , 
^ much lefs to the enquirer. 



cc 
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" The pride of wealth being hurt by 
" cohfcioufnefs of this ignorance, he de- 
** termined to fave his fons from fuch dif- 
grace, by giving theni a liberal educa- 
tion before he fliould begin to teach 
" them his art. 

«* For this purpofe, he procured them 
•* the moft celebrated matters, in all the 
•* feveral branches of philofophy, who 
«* executed their charge with the greateft 
** fidelity, though not with equal fucceft 
** to their pupils, the turn and powers of 

•« whofe 

it 



I 
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« whofe minds were totally different from 
•* each other. 

• . * - " 

" Kerker, the elder, was lively in the 
" extreme degree. His imagination out- 
" ran the precepts of his inftrudlor. With- 
" out waiting to examine farther than the 
•' firft glance, he catched at the concJu- 
" fion, before they could adduce half the 
*' proofs ; and his tongue never wanted 
** the happieft words to exprefs his con- 
** ceptions. 

" Haflan, on the contrary, was given • 
** to doubt. He paid no relpedb to autho- 
" rity, nor would admit any thing with- 
** out the cleareft proof, in examining 
" which, he was fo cautious and flow,' 
«< that he wore out the patience of inftruc- 
<^ tors, who hefitated not to pronounce 
** him incapable of learnmg, and there- 
" fore counfellcd his father to apply him 
« wholly to his trade. 

* w 

la « While 
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^« While Kerker, confequently, wa3 in* 

dulging himfelf in ranging through the 
boundlefs regions of theory, and rcafon- 
ing upon cauies and 'cflfe^b according to 
the various fyftems of the philo(bphy he 
^< had ftudied, Haflian was obliged to con- 
^ fine his thoughts -to his labour ^ and to . 
^ reft fatisfkd with that imall pittance of 
«< knowledge, which he could elicit from 
f« experience. 

^ Though Muftapha felt this dlifap- 
** pointment of his hopes in his younger 
•** fon with the fondnefs of a' father, he 
•* found confolatlon in the rapid progrefs 
"^ mude by the elder j and his heart ex- 
*' ulted when he heard him difplay his 
^' learning to the crowds whom his £ime 
f * coUcdlcd round hionu 

« But this exultation laffed not long. 

^^Tbp.knov^l^dge. of Kerker was merely 

** fpectilarive i andtymifapplication de- 

^* feated the end it was designed to obtain. 

f^ Confiding in it^ ho had difdained to 

" apply 



•* apply himfelf to rfic gradual ptafticc of 
•♦ an art, vAth tbc principles of Vf^icb^ 
^ he was fo well acquainted $ and think- 
^ ing be €ould e«ccute whatever he 
^thought he wnderftood, he affefted to 
^ mount at onc^ to tkat eminence of 
** &ill, which can be attained only by 
^ long and careful ^plication. 



could explain the nature of pre-* 
^ ekms Itones^ and account for the dif- 
** ferent degrees of their perfedtion ; but 
*• when they were placed h^ore him, he 
^ was unable to diftinguilh iho^ degrees ^ 
^ and often bought the worft inftead of 
«* the beft. He could dcferibe the efFc&s 
^ produced by the various con^bintttigna 
^ of ^eir coburs^ but he knew not 
^ how to conxbane them & a^ tQ pi (kJUjCO 
^ the efie£ts he de£ccibed« 

<« The eonfeqwnce naturally was, tha( 
^ hb knowledge was turned into ridicule. 
«^ He k)ft b^ b^flnefss and wafted the 
5^ wttakh earned by his father, in fo much 

I 3 «* that 
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•' that he would have wanted a morfcl of 

** bread in his old age, had he not found 
a refource in his younger fon; who 
thinking for himfclf, while the elder 

" read the opinions of others, and labour-: 
ing while he talked, had drawn real 
knowledge from its true fource, expe- 
rience; and arrived regularly at the 
end, which his brother had miffed, by 
miilaking the efFe£b for the caufe, and 

•" beginning where he Ihould have ended,** 

• Surely, my father, faid I, obfervinjg 

* that Myrza paufed at thefe words to 
« leave the application to myfelf, the 
« moral of this tale cannot have reference 

* to my cafe! To think of arriving at 
^ excellence iii manual arts by fpeculative 
^ inftruflion, without a regular gradation 

* of pradtice, were nwft abfurd. But may 

* I not dare to doubt if fcience is within 
< the fame rule ! Is there not, for in- 

* llance, an effential difference between 

* polity and mechanifm ? Between know- 
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5 ledge of the ihterefts of nations, and of 
* the value of precious ftoncs ?* 

" The difference between fcience and 
;** art,** replied the fage, " fo far as they 
*' have reference to . the ufes of life (and 
" to confider them farther were foreign 
•* to the prefent purpofe) is confined to 
*^ their objed:s, and extends not to their 
** manner of operation. 

** Even in fcience meerly fpeculative, 
«* which terminates in itfelf, the mind 
** proceeds by as regular a gradation, as 
" the hand in works of art : but becaufe 
^^ the i fteps of. this gradation are not fo 
*• .immediately fcen, the vanity of man 
•* overlooks it, and attempts to rife to 
.** the fummit at a fingle bound \ and 
" hence proceed mpft of the errors which 
!♦, ddfe^ his dciigna. ; ,- *• 

> • ' . - • ' • i 

,. ^*. Inftnu<5tion teaches the mind the ufe 
** of it3 own powers ; and points out the 
f *' diredeft path to knowledge \ but there 
... - I: 4 "its 



ty6 Tie Mf^r^^r ^ Ai^rACBs, 

*^ its ffijirp0fe flnds* T^ 4W?q«i«. t^at 
<* knowkdgC) the mind cpuft prove .the 
** truth of precept by praftice. A fpe- 
*« culative jeweller is not liable ta commit 
^ greater errors in his profefiion, than is 
" a fpeculatifve kiog? ^ r 7 . 

^ Can it be thought kia di^ult.ta 
*f difcover the different ckara<^er6> and 

"apply their abiliues properjyt M^ltich U 
** the perfeftion of the art of governing^ 
or polity ; than to know the value of 
jewels, and combine th^ir coloi^rsi^ 
Why is not government arrived at 
«^ greater peife<3:ioo ; and the intereft3 of 
^< nation^ more inipmved ? Is it tha| 
" they . will not admit of more in^rove^ 
^ ment \ and that the nature of man can«> 
*' not be better governed ? By no means*. 
^ The fault is in the ag^> no; the fub«» 
« ytGu The errors of ,,a prince,- lifted 
^ from the cradle or feraglio ^0 the 
^ throne, of a TiGer chofen meerly from 
^ favour, undo in one hour the work of 
^ an age, and require the wifdom .of an- 

^ other 
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^ odlOP to ^iHg thjop btek Xb thefr firft 
•^ ftete : and dii« rt ia which buth pre- 
^* vwtcd pQlity ffom arriving nt greater 

SECTION IV. 

« YOU have (hewn mc, O fon of Wit 
^ dom,' (aid I, * tbe ^rror in which I 
^ have fet out ! Sh^w Qio fjio how to 
f corr^ k.* 

^ The wifflon^ of thy father,** returned 

* iche i^ge, ^^ hath fcnt thi^e forth into the 
'^ world, with a mind well prepared 1^ 
^ inftruAion to draw from experience diat 
^ prafticiat ktiowtedgc, which is neceflkry 
f*' to conduft thee fafelythrou^ life, and 
<< enable thee to fulfil the duties of it ; 
** buj: his fondnefs hath thrown obftaclea 
** iiithy way, which if not dmely'-rc- 
^ mowd, may dif^ppoint his hbpei. 

• w'Surroitedcd tiitts by <i crowd of tlsTes^ 
f^ you fee only ^ich their eyes \ and while 

I 5 « they . 
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•« they minifter to unneceffary convenience, 
" they debar you from that intercourfc 
•' with other people, by which alone cx-^ 
pcrience in their ways is to be acquired ; 
and not by running from place to place, 
viewing fuperficially the face of nature, 
" the works of art, and ftudied manners. 

' « Before the wealthy, all men wear i 
** made. His equals in wealth difgnife 
*' their fentiments under an appearance of 
«* politenefs; and (hew only the bright 
** fide of their country, ffom emulative 
** pride. The poor run into the oppofite 
*' extreme, vilifying their country to flat- 
5* ter him by the comparifon 5 and throw 
** the blame of their mifcry froni them- 
^^ felves, in order to excite hfs cbmpaffion 
«* and draw relief from his bount/« 

• •• To fee the world properly, you muft 
" enter into it. You muft difmifs your 
«* long train of attendants, lay afide your 
** purple robes, and mix with. the multi- 
f* tude withput any mark of diftindtion to 



5' put them oa their guard. Thus only 
'' can you learn their real fentiments^ and 
" trace the motives of their aftions.*^ 

« But is there no danger in doing this £*; 

* I returned, hurt at an injunftion fo hu- 
^ miliating to the pride of condition, fo 

* contrary to. the courfe of life in which 
^ I had been brought up. < Is not a 
;* trayellp fubjeft to many accidents and 
J* difafters, which require care and affift- 
' ance ? Are there not menial offices, 

* which a m^n cannot fo well perform 

* for.himfelf?*— 

• ^ ^ t ■ .' • * 

^ ." And who ^ performs th^m for thy 

^« flav^ ? ** replied the, fagc. " Who 

** ipreads a carpet for the pilgrim in thp 

*' wildernefs f or guards the mariner fronj 

y the dangers of the fea ? 

« But thi§. is,the vanity of man ! Is 
«* thy nature fuperior to theirs ? And is 
•* not the diftinftion between you merely 
^ accidental ? Man wants not alllftance 

16 •* to 
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^ to peiform,: for MiMfiAf, the irt^ few 
^* offices irfaich are riaUy ncoefiary for 
** himi Nor » one tt^e of Kfe cxpbfcd 
^ to greater dangers than another. Be 
•* fdperior ^ to this vain we&kiie& The 
^ power which protofb and providss for 
^ erery livings thkig, will not niQgled: you^ 
^ whik jroti dtferve his care/* 

« The force of truth is hrefiftiWe, 1 

* was humbled in my own eyes; and 
*• hung down my head abaihed before 
*.him. After a paufc df a few moments^ 
« I threw mylclf at his feet, and cm- 
^ bracing his knees, ^ I fee, I acknow* 
Medge my error^ £iid I, and "will cor-^ 
*\e6k it. I will go direftly to Bagdaf, 

* and there fell alt thofe fiaves, of wholb 
^ attendance thou haft fiiewn me the evil i 
« 'happy if by this obedience J m^-ap- 

* pear not unworthy of thy fartiier in- 
« ftruAion; td implore whiih^ I will 
^ ftturn to you.' 

V 

''««. 'Ariel 
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•^ ;A«1 awhy Aoultf ft tbQo idBr tbcm i'"" 
f he returasd^ rafiog nie tenderly fram 
i.the :grcpncL ^ Why noc veftore them 
^^ to that Itbeit)^ whidi is the €omm(»i 
^^ right of all mankind ; tho' ib. many 
^< aminjoftly depnmd ofiit^ that grown 
^* £uniiiar, and ia a manners &)£i:ified by 
^ ufe^ the in^ftice. bath aUnc^loft ita 
f^ native appear ance^ and pafiea for a 
« rigbt.'^-,.; , . . 

1 
t ■ • • 

« Arc ^^e» all men equal V fyid h 
^ anwi^cd at what I beard. * And ■. h^ve 
^ ^lla r^ht to the fame ilationajja liieT « 

« That all are equal in their Jiatur e»'^ 
* he replied^ T jRealbn mki infallibly Qiew 
f^ you } as:i&wilLaUb ibew, that they have 
f* .aaequaili^ighc to the £ime Qjati^DSy if.they 
t« .can iMTive at. thepTj byjutlmeans^ But 
^ as thare is a fubor^aUQA indi^nfibly 
>f npaefl*^ ^r ^i piirpa&s of life, fi> 
5' all mud remain in thole adages of > the 
^* afoent^ which haye lalkn to their firil 
^ lot, till they rife to higher, by thcif 
. " own 
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<< own merit: and thts^ infte^ of being 
<^ an unjuft partiality in the OBConomy of 
<* nature, is the bclb incentive,- > and rc^ 
♦« ward of virtuouS' cmulation/V . * 

* His words inftantly difpelkd . ,the 
clouds of prejudice, in which my mind 
was involved, opening my heart, with 
«• delight, tQ lentimcnts, which vindicated 
« human nature from fuch indignity.: 'I 

* fet all my (laves at liberty ; and was 

* proceeding to divide amOng them the 
^ wealth, which my father had given me, 

* to defray the expences of my journey: 
« but Myrza rcftrained me/ 

" Hold," faid he. « Prudence is a 
*« virtue, equally with generofity-, and a 
<' man rtnay be unjuft to himfe^lfj no lefi 
**« than to another. Give thfem the means 
*« of fupporting life, by honeft induftry, 
« or the gift of liberty will be of Httfe 
" vallie to them; But make not your- 
^« felf poor, to make them unneceflkrily 
'i* ricb* ^ ^' ' *'^ ''•' '•.' • '" " 'i 

!! I per- 
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«• I percdve that die greateft part of 
** the wealthy given to you by your father, 
^^ confifts in precious ftones. ' Referve thefe 
•• for yourfelf. They are light of car- 
^* riage, and may be eafily concealed, Po- 
*• verty is fubjeft to niany inconveniences ; 
** and richps are a blefling, when rightly 
«* ufed. The time may, come, when your's 
5' may be neceffary to you, if only to 
" rejifve the ' neceiStics of others. For 
" your flaves, the equipage and imple^ 
.<* ments of luxury, and the utenfils of 
** their own fervitude, for which you can 
" have no farther ufe, when you difmils 
*^ thcmfelves, will be fufficients^ if they 
" apply them properly! If. not-, they 
i^, will b^ too much. , , ^ . • 

m 
t • ' 

f ■' .' -, '•; -• i 

*' , ■ . . « ■ ' ■* • • . . • .' 

: : : ;*A Noi* ; would I ; cpunfcl yoti tO( difini& 
<< all your attendants indifij^ifninaceilUf!; >%nd 
« launch into the world abfolutely alone : 
i^;tlfou gre yet top inexperienced in* its 
.^S ways, for fuch an * ^ venturous enfteiv 
y pr^^ Is there no; jjraongithenjffQmc 
J! one, whom yoijr; fft^cr JiiUji. partifu. 
J. . . ^Marly 
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^ lar If recommeoded to your eonfidefMe ? 
^ I have ob&vveil one, nhdfc k)oks Jbe^ 
<^ fptak aa heait, hocieft in kfelf^v and 
^ affi&kHiate to you; and wfcofetyeaf^ 

-•• proflMfe experience. Tou have given 
*« him his liberty, in return for which he 
** will giveyoa his friendAiipi 'and be the 
«* faithful companion of your travels. ' So 
^ ftall you avoid the difcoflrfbrt of jouf- 
•» neytng alone j and enjoy iri-his converft^ 
-•» don, • a pleafore meretilbHtee, dian yotl 
•» could f oflibly receive *fitom the actend- 
f« ancc of a flave/' 

« Thefticams €oaftimiiig the reft of th^ 
« day^ I Kemamed ckit night ^le gueft of 

* My rfa» who, after we had clofed tile 

* evening, in the fame manner as the pre- 
^recdSng; flo^QoA me in onb <tf the fecelles 
f'rf-hi^ f rdttoe* 

« It }« impoflible to exprds what! ftft 
•* on thiS*ceafion'r IHy heart at'fifft re- 
^'*^vbHed al^fiflft'a ehange in my iittration, 
^'hfi»iyim ftnci^ ftnyfelf dilhonouted. 

But 



^-'i 
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* But ♦ momojfifilB tcg^iw . leftpfed , ffi^ 
« iq rcft&Hi^ ^ .tb<e tibojugbtpf Jiayipg 
« nwde. my fciJvftnte ffue -aft4 fe^py^ 

< conapepJM^, wfU for tha wi^.sc^ 4^is 

. ' ... . . f . ..♦.'}-..- . "-i * * 

SECTION V. 

^ I WOUU) h*v^ departed the iwxt 
^mii^rnipg^^lj but Mj^rza inlifted ca mji- 

< t^rrj^fijg v5^A hi?? for a few day;s, cvfiry: 

< hpur of .which, added to ixvy knowkdge^^ 
^ a^ he always turned his converfatioa ta. 

* the ful^eds moft inftFuftive; and eiV) 

^: cj?q?agii4 sne |»^ ,4«?iUre r ftwy. 4oubtii 

f, words* , _ V ; 



f The vifiio«p» which h«f. (be^ ta 
^ folving thefe doiil^ts.i iind^Jbis Tagfictt^ 
^ in frequently anticipating my declaration 
*.4Df thfiiT^. ^ 4fvh9.t%' iwc iQjr v«ry 
« fouU cqafirfiied roc &>. ^on^y in (be 
< opinion propfgaicd tby ^me^. of Jiit. 
« holding cfpteri^ with t]^ ^ifiltual be^ 
' ! - . ! i«8?i. 
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« ings, who watch over the aftions of man,' 
^ that I could not forbear taking occafion; 
^ one evening, as we fat on the bank of 

* the river difcourfing on various fubjefts; 

* to aflc him how it might be poffiblc to 

* obtain the happinefs of an intercourfis 

* with them. 

'^ "* That' theri are 'fpiritual beings^, fny 
^ ^orf,** 'faid h^, after a pkufeiof fbmd 

* mirtutes, as if to confide*r fo difficult st 
« fubjed, " which inhabit the feveral ele- 
^ ments of which this world is cbmpoied^ 
"*as welPas the earth is inhabited by man^ 
**^4s ari opinion,- Ifounded on fuch-teftiitiohy 
^ * of ^ the- fatJt; and vwhich - hath' fo liniv^r- 
** fally prevailed in every age, and coun- 
" try, that it were offering an affront to 
^*tire human ntirid to fuppoifor it utterly 
*** without foundation.- - - -'' / 

<< Nor doth its Credit depend folely on 
•* this invariable confent. Reafon receives it 
•* -with rei^erencc^ as' one of chofe fublime 
^ probabilities, which though 4>ov.e it^ 
t?i. 1 ' ^^« power 
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«• power to prove, yet contradift none of 
** thofe tefts, on which it refts the proof 
^^ of matters, incapable of diredk denion- 
" ftration, 

*' The infinite variety of animated be- 
" ings, which we behold cover the face of 
** the earth, fo as not to leave one atom of 
" it uninhabited, gives caufc to conclude 
*^ that the other elements are peopled lalfo 

** as fully, by beings to whofe organs of 
** life they are adapted, though impercep* 
*• tible to the grofler. fcnfes cf man ; as 
t^ elfe there would be!.^ void,.aii.ufd[ers 
** part iit the works of thc»tD^itys a fup* 
^* pofition contradi&ing thd facrdd, and 
** felf-evident truth, that, he doth nothing 
•• in vain, ..'•.- 






. •<. But though reaf6n can, thujs . reft itfetf 
<^ fatisfied in the exiftence of fqch beings^ 
** its refearches into their nature and oc- 
^ trupation meet not with equal fuccefs : 
<^ Whether they are immort^, and Wf ro 
5^. aU crfeated at the fame time ? Or if qot, 

** m 
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•* in what manner the fpccies is contmued % 
** and whether they arc inamatcrtaU ow 
•• only tfompofed of matter more fufcrtite 
" than the objefts of human fenfe; being 
•* cjueffions, in the pathleis, illimitable 
^ contemplation of which, the mind wan- 
^ den at a lofs, for any certain point,, 
^* wiieieon to reft belief. 

•* As to their occupation, the lame uni* 
•• verfal opinion, which agrees in their 
•• exiftence, agrees alfo in' affigning ta 
^ them the conduft of man*s aaions,, 
^ which are fuppofed to be good or bad,, 
« aceot^dihg to the nature of the fpirit^ 
^ which direfts them. But this opinion,. 
•* befide that it is unfupportcd by other 
*« proof like the former, is attended with 
«• great difficulties, and muft for many 
« reafons be received with gpftat, and mofl: 
^ cautious limitations^ 

" If the actions of man are entSrelf 
« dircfted by fuch beings, whit becomes 
J' cf his free-agency > on- ^lAich«lwie cart 

** depend 



** depend the merits or demerit of thofe 
T « aftions ? And arc not tbofe beings 

^* juftly chargeable with them, not he ? 

^ Bat this difficulty, and maftyot^t3 
^^ adrnding this opinion, whiqii are. ib 
^^ evident that it is unneceSary to i^peai 
** them, will vanifh, if inftead of affign^ 
*' ing to thoic beings the diredion of 
^ man's aiStions, we iioppoife then^ em- 
^ ployed in his protedioa from the nsanjr 
^' dangers incident to his natniet,^ aad i|» 
^ i^jirch his palTions every nKmenc ^ea^ 
^ tan^e him. An occupatioia, by its 

^< benevolence better fuited td a bong of 
* a fuperior nature* 
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SECTIOI^ VI. 

^* IN refpedt to what you mentioned 
" of an intercourfe between man and thefc 
^* beings, that alfo is a queftion, attended 
M with thany difficulties, and to be Inoft , 

•* cautioufly received.?* ' ^ 

• 
> 

- * How! I exclaimed, aftoniflied and 

* difappointed at what I heard. Is not 

* the teftimony of fo many wife, and 

* holy^ men, who aflfcrt their having both 

* feen,' and heard them, a fufficient proof 

* of this intcrcourfe ?— * . 

** I deny not the reality of the inter- 
«« courfe," replied the fage. " I only 
•• am in doubt concerning the manner of 
** it; whether perceptibly to the fenies, 
« or only in the power of imagination. 

*« If they are immaterial, how can they 
*^ have a form to be feen ? How can they 
i^ emit a voice to be heard \ If they are 

" material. 
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•* material,^ how can they, appear inftantly 

••*,{c4ofe ^0 .a- -man, without any .appearr 

S\ anceof gradual appfoacji ? Hqw caiji 

« they melt into air, and difapppair tptally, 

,^\ . in.^n inft^pt, .withoyt gradual departure ? 

•f« .AncJ ift,it not morq qonfon;jpt to reaicxa 

•*Stq fi^pppfc,; tl>^i bjif^ ^/^i;t^epielyes, 

; th^y ho^l ipterqoyi^fe: pi?ly.wUh xh? 

mind, and are reflected upon the fehfe^ 

^^ by the power of imagination, in the 

fame manner as objeffcs in a dream. A 

fuppofition, on which .that teftimpny 

may poflfibly be found to depend chiefly 

** for. credit 5 fo many, abfurditiesi and 

*« contradictions being fupported by it, 

** equally with the mod important truths^ 

>^ that without this method of . accounting 

** for the deception of the teftifier, the 

** mind would reject the latter, becaufc 

«« of the former. 

^^ Not that this fuppofition is unat- 
" tenfied with difficulties cither. Such a 
** manner of converfing is certainly above 
** our comprehenfion i but then it con- 

** tradifts 



i 
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«* tradifts not reafon ; and if we trfuft 
** aflcnt to every thing, which we cannot 
** clfcariy comprehend, our knowledge 
^^ will be Pedoccd within very narrov^ 
** limits. I know that my hand moves 
^ in obedience to my wifl ; but I knovir 
** not how my will operates lapon itif 
** hand to efied that motion. We de- 
»< ceive burfelves with vamivdrds. Our 
•* boafted knowledge extends only to h£tsi 
•* but the manner, in which thefe are ef- 
*« fcfted, IS hidden frorh us/* ' ' 

I i 4 

< But doth not the admiffion of this 

* poflibHity of deception/ I returned, * at 

* the fame time weaken, if not over-turn 
^ all hiftoric faiths which depends entirely 

* upon teftimony V 

« Not in the leaft," irpKcd i!he iag6. 
«* Teftimony is certainly fufficient proof 
** of faifts^ whidirun in the regular courfe 
*' of nature. But where dris is tfcviated 
*^ from, too much caution can not be 
^ taken in -examining the end of that 

" deviations 
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** deviation -, and the. competency of the 
*^ idUniony, by which it is fupported. 

<^ When you tdl me, that the city of 
*f Byrii was foiinded by Narbal,^ on the 
<< df^^u(J^|c|n of Qafthagc b^ the Romans, 
*' I hisfifAt^-i^pt.a. mpcpenj: to give credit 
" to ;y9ur words ; , beca»wle people who 

lived at . the . tirpe* and therefore may 

be juftly fuppofed to have been ac- 
'* q.uaiated with the fadt, have left written 
** memorials^ which have been handed 
*' down regularly from them to us, that 
** there was.fuch a city as Carthage ; and 
" that it was dcftroyed by a people called 
^^ Rotnans-r-becaufe there is nothing out 
*< of the common courfe of things, iq 
*' fuch a deftruftion -, or in a prince's 
** flying from the conquerors, with a 
** number of the citizens, and founding 
** a ftatc, in another country; and be- 
<< caufe you have fufiicient ability, and 
^' may have had fufficient opportunity to 
** trace the ftatc, in which you were born. 

Vol. I. K « to 
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** to its origin ; and can have no fufikient 
** reafon to attempt impofing a faHehood 
5* upon my credulity. 

<* But fhould you tell me, that the 
** flight of Narbal was in confequence of 
«* a fpirit's having appeared to him j and 
^* commanded him to leave his own coun- 
•• try, and go to that where he fouhded 
•• hisftate, I might receive the relation 
'* with refpeft, becaufe of the virtue of the 
^* relator, atid the importance of the end 
•* propofed by fuch appearance 5 btit not 
^^ without a doubt, when I balance 
^« againft his teftimony the poffibility of 
«* its being only in the power of imagina- 
I** tion, and the irregularity of the faft, 

• 

** in the common courfe of nature ; and 
** alfo, becaufe it may haVe been feigned 
«* by him to promote an expedition, on 
^ which he was intent, and doubted the 
•* fufEciency of his own influence to cariy 
« into execution, without the affiftance of 
^ fuch an authority. 

*• But 
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" But fhould you add, that on his 
** arrival at that place, the ftones and 
*' trees inftantiy formed themfelves into a 
** city for the reception of his people, to 
*' fave them the delay and labour of 
'^^ building, I fhould direftly rejeft the 
** whole, as a fidion devifcd fince his time, 
•* for the purpoie of impofition. 

*< Nor is there any danger of this pria- 
•• ciple*s breaking the vigour of the mind, 
by inducing a general doubt, if it is 
not applied beyond its proper limits. 



AC 



** Credulity, and fcepticifm are the ex* 
^< tremities of a line, in the middle of 
V which true knowledge is placed, 

" By believing indifcriminately, the 
*« mind lies open to receive the grofleftt 
^^ and moft dangerous errors \ by indifcri* 
^< minate doubt, to rejeft the molt im- 
•♦'rportant truths. To find the mean, be- 
" tween thefe, is the bufinefs of reafon, 
*« which it feldom fails in^ when per- 

K 2 ^^ mitted 
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« mitted to feck for it, without pre- 
** judice. 

" I have faid, that if we deny every 
** things which we do not clearly com- 
^* prchend, our knowledge will be reduced 
** wiihin very narrow bounds ! Perhaps 
^* thefe bounds are already narrower, than 
•** we are well aware. 






I know tliat I exift, "becaufe I per* 
ceive the operations of nr»y mind. 1 
'** know that I derive not my exiftence 
'** from myfelf, becaufe I know, not how 
** I came 10 exift. I therefore know that 
•* another being, from whom I derivfc 
•* my exiftence, muft alfo exift ; and I 
know that this bting mult exift necef- 
farily, without deriving exiftence from 
«• any other, becaufe an cndlefs fucceffion 
« is impoffible : And laftly, I know, that 
" as all other beings derive their exiftence 
" from this being, lb they can exift only 
** by him ; and therefore that it is their 
*' duty to obey thofe laws, which he hath 

** thought 
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•* thought proper to prefcribe to them r 
•' but farther than this, I know nothing. 

* •' An€l with this portion of knowleclge^. 
I am humbly and gratefully content-,, 
nor will I mifapply the gift, by attempt- 
ing to pry farther, fatisfied that, little, 
as it may appear, it k amply fufficienc. 
to condu<5t me in fafety,, through the, 
dangers of this life, to the happincfs of. 
« the next." 

^ Though tlie pkafure,^ I found in the* 

* coaverfacion of Myrza, encreafed every 

* hour^ with the increafe of knowledge,^ 

* which I derived from it, I forgot not 
*• myfelf fo far, as to cngrofs too much- 

* of that time, which Ihould be a com- 

* mon benefit to all mankind. At the. 

* end of fifteen days,. I departed from 

* him, and committing myfelf with hum- 

* ble refignation to the guidance of heaven,. 
*• refumed my travels, in company with^ 

* the friend whom he had fclefled foi: 

* me.. 
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SECTION VII. 

« THE fun had but juft began to gild 

* the firmament, with the firft beams of 

* day, when I left the grottoc of Myrza, 

* The found of his voice was ftill in my 

* ears. I exulted in the proficiency I 
^ had made under his inftrudlions ; and 

* thought myfelf fuperior to every incident 

* of life. 

* But I had not proceeded far, befdre 
^ this confidence began to cool.. I foon 

* felt the fatigue of travelling, in a man- 

* nix to which 1 was unaccuftomed ; and 

* the thought of my bemg alone, for 
^ with a fingle companion I efteemed my- 
«.felf Kttle better^ awoke fenfations, . in- 
< no reipcft pleafing* I ftarted in affright.; 
^'and bhifhed at my own weaknefs ! I' 

* reafoned againft it ; bgt it eluded my* 

* reafons. At length, I compounded the 

* contdl. I refolvcd to continue my jour- 
\ ney to Bagdat ; and if I fhould find the 

* incon- 
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* inconvenicncies overbalance the ad- 
^ vantage, to provide new attendants 

* there, 

* But my fellow traveller, and friend, 

* faved me from fuch a weaknefe. He 

* perceived my uneafinefs, and was alarmed 

* for my health ; by limiting his enquiries 

* to which he perfuaded me that he had 

* not difcovered my difordcr to be in my 

* mind, and rouzed the fpirit of pride to 
J conceal my fhame. 

* This employed my thoughts, till the 

< caufe of my uneafinefs became familiar 
^ to me, when it totally vanifhed ; and I 
\ only wondered that I had been uneafy. 

* On the third day of our journey wc 

< joined a numerous caravan of merchants^ 

< who had pitched their tents on the bank 

* of the river, to avoid the heat of the 

< fun, which had now mounted high in 
\ the heavens, 

K 4 f The 
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« The habits of Faquirs, which wc 

• had afrumed bjr the advice of Myrza, 

* gained us immediate admiflion into their 

* company, where I was inftantly ftruck. 

• with the opennefs of their behaviour, 

* which lecmed to flow dircdiy from na- 

• ture, without defign or refcrvc, 

• This was entirely new to me. ** I 
•* revere thy wifdom, fage Myrza,** faid 

* I to myfelf ! " I now fee life, in its 
genuine colours ! How happy am I 
at being freed from the crowd of atten- 

*' dance, who have hitherto flood between 
** me, and mankind ?** 

* But this happinefs dixl not continue 

* long unclouded. They were going to 

• eat ; and defired me to tafte a morfel of 

• bread with them. I fat down accord- 
•ingly; but ftarted to fee a flavc feat 

• himfelf next to me; and my heart re- 

* voiced at my being obliged to fetch 

• water from the river for myfelf to 

* drink. 

* * A very 



cc 



Princb of Betli^. aor 

•- A very little ufe, however,, reconciled 

* me alfo to this debafement, as I at firft. 

* thought it, better than all the inftruc- 

* tions of Myrza had been able to do^., 

* and convinced me of the vanity of thati 

* wifdom, which i& acq^uired only by in- 
^ ftrudlion.. 

* On being informed that the caravan?* 

* journied to Bagdat, I defired permiffior> 

* to continue with them ;. which was 
** readily granted to me ; and I rcfolved: 

* to begin the praftice. of Myrza's pre- 

* cepts. I accordingly obferved with the 

* ftridleft attention every thing I faw, and- 

* heard ^, and the doubts of one day were 

* generally folved by the next, without: 
< my afking any folution of them. 

'This conduxft foon gained me tha* 
'' refpeft and confidence of the whole 
*' company. I was cftecmed wife,^ becaufe 

* 1 betrayed not my ignorance, by aflcing 

* information.: And every one. was cagcn 
^ to cx)mmunicate his fccrets to me, be- 

K 5 \ caufc-- 
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« caufe I never enquired into thiem ; there 
« being nothing which fo effedually coun- 

• terafts curiofity, as the difcovery of it, 

* The Scenes, which this confidence 

• opened to me, woiild have amply over- 

• payed my filence, had it been never fo 

• contrary to my temper. I now faw 

• things, in colours the mod difFerent 

• from thofe, in which they had appeared 

• to me, at my firft joining the caravan ^ 

• and found that the fame paffions rule the 

• human heart, in every date of life ; even 

• the coarfe jeft, the loud laugh of mer- 
« riment, thofe reputed charafteriftics of 

• vulgar happinefs, I could too often 

• trace sto motives the moft unhappy ; 
« and fee them joined in and enjoyed only 

• in proportion to the malignancy of the 
^ allulion, 

* This general confidence though was 

• not unattended by its inconveniences. 

• Every one, who told me his (ecrets, 

• taking my filence for approbation, ex- 

' peftcd 
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/ peded that I fbould enter into his views ; 

< and was continually obtruding upon me 

< his fchemes for their accompliihment, in 

* which he thought himfelf entitled to my 
^ alTiilance, fo far as to look upon my 

* holding the common intercourfc of 
^ humanity with his adverfary^ as an 
^ a£t of treachery to him : A fituation 
^ too embarralTing to have bqen long 

* fupported. 

* One evening, as I wa^ ruminating 
^ upQn thele inconliftencies, and conlider- 

* ing how I fhould difentangle myfelf from 
^ the conieqi^nces of them, one of the 

* principal pierchants in the caravan ac* 
\ coding me in a friendly manner \ 

" Haflan,*' faid he, (for I had changed 

* my owii n^nie: of Himilpo, for this, to 
< avoid being traced by any of my late 

* attendants) ** I have obferved your de- 
" meanor, ever fincc you have come 
** among usj ^od fee that your wifdoin 

K 6 ^ exceeds 
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*^ exceeds yoiar age. I have therefore re- 
•« folved to make a propofal to yoir,. 
** which will give you the ftrongeft proof 
^* of mj cftccin. 

" You have been informed that thfs 
« caravan journies to Bagdat. It is not 
*' my intention to accompany it, fo far, 
" I fhaH turn off to-morrow evening tOt 
" the country of Farfiftan, whither fomfc 
" matters of importance call me 5 after 
•* I fliall have executed which, I' propofe 
continuing my travels, through thsct 
once flourifhing country, to the regions,. 
•* whofe happy pcoplfe are firft bfefled 
** with the fight of the fun, on his emerge 
** ing from the ocean^ to enlighten the 
", world 









From your hatitj I judge, that the 
motive of your travelling is to acquire 
^ knowledge. If fo \ this is the path, 
** which leads direftly to it. The fages 
^ of antiquity never thought their tbirft 

« for 



.**.for wifdom fatisfied, till they came, 
^^ and drank at this fountain head*. 

. " If you chufe to accompany me, it> 
*' this journey, we will drink out of the 
«* fame cup, as brothers. My people are 
*' fufficient in numbers to defend us from 
** the dangers of the way ; and the pro- 
*^ fit, which I fhall gain by my merchant- 
•' dize, will enable me to make provifion 
^^ for the wants of both our future lives.^ 
^^ I fhall not attempt to influence your 
*' compliance by any arguments of per*- 
« fuafion. You beft know the motives 
.^* which ought to dired your conduft, 
*' and will be gukled by them." 

' It is impoffible to cxprefs the emo- 

• tions, which I felt at this propofal. I 
^ had long had the ilrongeil defire. to fee 

• the countries, whithi^r he was goings 

• but then the length of the way muO: 

• detain mc much beyond the time pre- 

• fcribed by my father for my return^ 

A ? The 
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« The difficulty was moft diftrcfling; 
But after revolving various fchemcs, I 
at length thought of one, which ap- 
peared to reconcile my duty to my in- 
clination. I refolved to fend back my 
companion to my father, in order to 
inform him of my intended journey ; and 
obviate his apprehenfions at my pro- 
trafted abfence. 



• The merchant approving of this de- 

< fign, I proceeded immediately to put it 
« in execution. The parting between 

* my friend and me was moft tender. Gra- 
« titude for the reftilution of his liberty, 
^ had exalted his attachment to me, into 
« the warmeft affedtion. He embraced 

* my knees, he beibught me, with many 

* tears, to let him accompany me, in my 

< long, and perilous journey $ and (end 
^ fome other in his place. 

«« Who will ferve yow, in the day? 
** ! Who will watch over you, inthe night ?* 
; faid he wringing his hands in anguiih of 

V i fouL 
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* foul. " You are not fufficiently inured 
«« to hardlhip I Your years are too few ; 
« your ftrength is unequal to the fatigues, 
" into which you arc plunging ! Should 
*' fickncfs or difaftcr befal you, who is to 
** adminifter relief? '* 

* That power, I anfwercd, in the words 
< of Myrza, whofe goodnefs is the fup- 

* port of all his works •, or human care 

* and relief would be in vain. A fup- 
« port, in which the piety of my father 

* will think me fafe. Not that I am in- 

* fenfible to your afFeftion. I would gladly 

* fend another, but you know it is not 

* in my power. Of all, whom I might 

* have fent, you only remain with me; 
« nor would my father give the fame 
^ credit to the words of any, as he will 

* to your*s !*— 

« He faw that it was in vain to urge me 
« farther, and would not diftrefs me, with 
I fruitleia folicitation* 
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< My mind was fo full of the gratifi- 

* cation, I promifed to my curiofity, in 

* this journey, that I never attended to 

* the circumftanccs in which I undertook' 

* it Circumftanccs in reality much more 

* terrifying, than thofe which had lately 

* ftruck me with fo many terrors, I then 
^ had an experienced, a careful, and an 

* affeftionate friend with me. I had 

* now implicitly entrufted myfclf to the 

* faith of people, who were in a great 

* meafure ftraiigcrs to me. But it wa» 
^ too late to look, back,. 
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SECTION VIIL 

« O N our entering the empire of Far- 
fiftan, i was ftruck with horror, to be- 
hold the defolation and havoc which 
deformed the face of a country^ made 
fo beautiful by the hand of nature. The 
lands were uncultivated! the cities lay 
in ruins ! and the few wretched people, 
deftitute of every comfort, and almoft 
of every neceffary of life> wandered from 
place to place, to feek the precarious 
fubfiftence of the day. 



' But this univerfal mifery affefted me- 

* not more than the advantage taken of 
« it by the merchant, who exafted the 
' higher prices for his commodities, the 

* greater he Taw neceffity for them -, ag- 

* gravating public calamities, by turning 
^ them to private gam. 

* Nor was my abhorrence of fuch Ibr- 

* did inhumanity greater thaa my fur- 

* prize, 
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* prize, when I compared it with his 

* condudt on other occafions. ^For tho* 

* the habit of taking advantage in his 

* dealing had gained fo ftrong pofTeflion 

* of his heart, that he could not refrain) 

* from it on any confideration of circum- 

* ftances j in every other inftance he was' 

< generous and huniane *, and would rea- 
*.dily beftow. upon the fame perfon of* 
^' whofe neceffides he had taken fuch crueL 
^ advantage, more than he bad exa/fted 

* from him ; as, Ihould he come the next* 
*• moment to purchafe any thing elfe, he 

* could not avoid repeating his exadlion 

< of the very money which he had juft 

< before given him in charity ; aiid would 
« give him again, if requcftcd, from ther 
J fame motive. 

* Our journey through the territories^ 
of Farfi^an afforded no incident worthy 
« of relation. The- country continued tat 
>* exhibit one fcene of defolation, morQ 
<- painful to the view than the barren de^ 
t fart; the ^aces <^ fprmer profpisrity^ 

t aggravate 
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• aggravating the contemplation of pre- 
f fent mifery, ^ 

« My fellow traveller faw what I felt, 

* and endeavoured to divert my thoughts 
« to more pleafing objefts. *' When we» 
« (hall have paflcd the great river of In-. 
" dus," faid he, « the fight of that coun-. 
«« try will amply compenfate for thefa 
<» difagreeable fcenes. Induftry there Iflou- 
« rilhes in the fmiles of freedom. Com-^ 
«« merce is encouraged in all its variouSi 
** branches. An univerfal plenty covers, 
« the land ; and the people are numerous^ 
;« healthy, and happy. j 

«« Nor lefs fo were the people of this* 
<« country once •, till ambition overturned 
" the works of art, and marred the blef- 
« firigs of nature. The magnificence of 
« the ruins, which ftill remain, fufficiently 
" prove its former happinefs. But among 
** flaves, nothing can flourilh. Heaven ! 
«« that a luft of rule fhould tempt a man 
<* to make his own fpccics mifcrable." 

• Ceafe I* 
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* Ceafe !' interrupted Temugin ; ' nor 
wafte time in repeating the words of a 
fool ! The monuments of magnificence, 
which he inftanced as proofs of the free- 
dom and happinefs of a people, prove 
only their flavery. Were they not the 
works of compulfion, raifed merely to 
gratify the vanity of the rulers, without 
regard to the mifcries of the people em- 
ployed in raifing them, to whom they 
could be of no advantage ? Men who 
are free, labour only for themfelves; 
for their own refpedive ufe and conve- 
nience; nor are fuch monuments of 
tyrannic oftentation ever raifed among^ 
them. But fuch are the dreams of idle: 
fpeculation. Proceeds* 



Prince nf Betlis. %i% 

SECTION IX. 

* THE appearance of the country, 
^ after we had paflcd the great river/ re- 
fumed the captive, * fupported not the 

* reprefentations of the merchant. He 

* ftarted -, and looking around him with 

* aftonifhojent and grief, " Whence can 
" this proceed," he exclaimed; *« this 
^< melancholy change ? An hundred 
" moons are fcarce elapfed, fince I was 
« here laft. All things then wore a dif- 
«« ferent afpedt. The wrath of heaven 
«* muft have fallen, in famine or pefti- 
** lence, upon the land/* 

* While he was preparing to exhibit 
« his merchandize for traffic, in the firft 

* city at which we arrived, I walked forth, 

* as was my cuftom, to view the place, 

* and obferve the manners of the people. 

* But what was my furprize at my return 

* to the caravanfera in the evening, not 
\ to find any trace of him ! 

^ The 



214 The History of Arsaces, 

* The admonition of my father, that 
« moment recurred to my mind. I re- 

* folved to wait for information, from 

* accident, without making any enquiries, 

* for fear of involving myfelf in whatever 
> misfortune had happened to him. 

' Accordingly, I feated myfelf among 
'* other ftrangers, iri the gate ; where my 
^ habit of a Faquir attracting the notice 
< of a Bramin, who was pafling by, he 

* kindly invited me to tafte a morfel of 
' ^ food, and deep under his roof that 

« night* 

■ < 

« When we had finilhed our repaft, 
« The compc^ure in which you fat,*' faid 

* the Bramin, •* jierfuades mc that you 
** were unacquainted with what had hap- 
** pened in that caravanfera but a few 
** hours before. 

^« A refpedable merchant, who h^d 
*< trafficked in this unhappy country for 
I* many years, without committing injuf- 

2 ** tice. 
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'♦' ike, or IlifTcnng injury, being a ftran- 
*^ ger to the tyranny under which we 
groan at prefent, had no fooner begun 
to expofe his commodities to fale, this 
morning, as ufual, than he'wasfeized 
** by a fet of rapacious intruders, who 
** abufing the falfe policy, by which they 
** were at firft admitted into our country, 
*' have fattened themfelves upon us, arid 
** now prey upon our vitals. 

" In vain did the honeft man defire to 
" know the reafon of fuch an outrage; 
*' in vain did he call upon heaven and 
*• earth for juftice! He was dragged 
•' away, before a tribunal, where his ac- 
*' cufers were his judges \ who aggravat- 
" ing tiicir iniquity, by a mockery of the 
•* forms of law, confifcated all his mer-^ 
*' chandize to their own ufe, and threw 
" himfelf into a loathfome prifon, for hav- 
" ing prefumed to attempt trafficking in 
« this country without their pcrmiffion. 
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" I fee you itre , aflBonilhed at fuch a 
violation of every principle of jiiftice* 
I ^vfill therefore uijifold the fife of this 
«< iSurpalion ^o'you.* The hdur oF reft 
** is yet fufficiently diftant, and the reci- 
** tal worthy of yb}%t attention ; as hap- 
** pily it may enable you to put your own 
^' country on its guard againft a like mif- 
** fortune/* 



End of the Third BookJ 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 

SECTION h 

« ^TT^HE diflfcrence in the produce of 

^ ** the different parts of the world," 

cominued the Bramin, " hath been juftly 

• afcribed td a beneficent defign in the 
^ Creator, to raife a friendly intercourfe 

* between tfec inhabitants, by laying 
' them under a neteiBty of applying to 

Vol. L L «' each 
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^ each oiiher for the mutual iupp^ of 
^ jthcir wants. 

** Jn fudi an intcrcourle, this country, 
*^ oi all under heaven, fliould naturally 
^^ fecm entitled to the preenaineoce, as 
•*' having not only every neceffary, but 
*' alfo every convenience, and ^inhappilyt 
f ' almoft every luxury of life within itfclf* 

*'.6ut alasl it is ^be ufe which con(6* 
'^^ crates the blei&ng. This very plentjr 
^' is made to difappoint the end for which 
" it was given. It blunts the relilh of 
** enjoyment ; and deprives the body of 
*« ftrength and the mind of vigour, by 
« taking away the neceffity of care and 
<* labour. Wanting nothings we wiih not, 
^' we drive not for any thkig ; but fit in 
*' indolent expcdtatioo of that which we 
^^ know the revolving feafon will bring 
«^ to us, till we become an cafy prey to 
*' thofc, whofe fortunately kfe favourable 
«^ clime and foil oblige them to ftru^e 
^« with difficulties, and brave dangerst in 

<« order 
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<* orckr4x) pmcurc elfcwhere^ thofe things 
<« which Nature has denied to them at 
<* home. 

« Some years fuice, a company of thefe 
*^ prowlers, who had wandered acrofs 
^* the great ocean, from the remoteft re- 
^* gions of ]thc Weft, landed upon our 
** coafts, in want and wretchednefs. The 
** hardinefs of fuch an undertaking ftruck 
" us. We received them with humanity. 
•* We relieved their necefiJties ; and gave 
^ them the good things of our land, in 
" exchange for trifles, whofe only value 
** arofc from their novelty. 

<« Nor did we flop there. Engaged by 
«^ the artifices, and reipeftmg the un- 
** daunted fpirits . of .thofe our new ac- 
<( quaimances, we permitted them to ere6t 
<^ habitations on our coafts, to which they 
^ might bring their merchandizes infu- 
<« ture times; and from this ill-judged 
«« bofpitality have proceeded all the miie* 
^( ries which at pcelent overwhelm our 

L % « country. 
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** country, and will ptx^baUy bring it td 
** utter Tuhi in the end. 

*' The accounts which thefe advcn- 
^ turers gave of our wealth, and eafinefs 
^ to part with it, at their return honfie, 
** encouraged others to make the feme 
*• adventure. They came in fuch num- 
** bers, as fhould have alarnried a juft fuf- 
** picion of their defign. Tlicy fortified 
^ their habitations, under prctcwt of dc- 
*• fence againft injuries nwer inoended 
* them; but in reality to feoure their 
^ depredations, and over-awe our fove* 
*' reruns, whom they forced to enter into 
^ treaty with them, on terms of equality. 

*' Since that time, theh- conduft hath 
'• been a continued feries of the moft atro- 
*' cious crimes. Hardier in their nature, 
"they take advantage of our pufiHani- 
*' mity and weaknefs ; and' unreftraincd 
^ by thofe obligations, which are the faft- 
•• guards of fociety, the aflurance of juC- 
f* tice and peace, they breakthrough 

« every 
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^ every 4ihiflg which vrouU oppo^ their 
** will ; and laugh at our credulity, for 
^' having thought them capable of good 
♦' faith. 

," Tiey giind, tlje faces of. the poor* 
^ The hulbandnwm' dares not tpt tafte the 
^ fruits of hU own kbour ;. the aruficer 
V to fell the wiM-k of his hands, without 
.^ their peitisisffion y a pertnilTion for which 
»*" tbcy make the wretches pay- fo dearly, 
<^ rt»t all iddoflry is difeonragfcd, and the 
-^ bleflliRgs of nature tmrned into the feve»- 
>* reft curfe, by being thus withheld from 
-^ thetti>« though within their, teachw : 
• - . ... 

*^ Nor are their outrages coBrfined to^ 
^« the poop. They make opr princes, paft' 
'^ wilder harrows of koti-^ and lead our 
^^ kings* into capti vky to extort thek 
<^ wealth from them* > How long Heaverr, 
*^ in its wraths will fuifer them to con- 
*^ tinue this Sugudojus courfe, I prefume 
<^ dot tio divifte. Bus this is evident \ that 
;^ ];f there xs mt a fiiddea ftop p^t to 
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*^ the^ ravages^ thh cotmtiry will bcrr^ 
** cJuccd to the faeoie ftatc of dcfolation 
^* with its unhappy neigh boUFy Farfiftaa.^^ 

SECTION II. 

* WHEN I was preparing to depart, 

* the next morning, my hoft afked mc, 

* how long I intended to remaia in thac ' 

* city ; and with an air of benevolence, 

* offered me every fervicc in his power. 
" As I never interfere with the concerns 
" of any man," faid he, " I flatter my^ 
'" frlf, that I am beloved by the people 
<* of my- own nation* Nor. am I perfe- 
^^ cuted by the ftrangers^ becaufe my pro- 
** feflion i$ a • pledge* for my poverty. On 

/* the contrary, thcyaflfeft to (hew mc 
^ kindneis, ia order to lighten the charge 
^ of their treating all the natives .with 
^^ indi&fimin^ti? crtKiky/^ 

^ His faying this^ (truck me with the 
^ thought of folicicing his interceffipn for 
* my unfortunate fellow-traveller. It was 

* poiSblor 
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* poffible he might be able to ferve him v 
^ and die attempt was a duty fupcrior to 

* thofe prudential motives,- upon which 
•- the admonition of my father, againft 

* interfering in the coBcerns of another,. 

* was founded^ 

• I ihould be undcferving of you^ fcf- 

* vice, I anfwcred, O venerable father, 
^ could I: hefrtate a nu^menc to accept the 
< offer of it, in an inftance which wilt 

* over-pay to your benevolent heart, any 

* trouble it may give youv 

« I left my native country to travel iff 

* fearch of knowledge, and came to this 

* city in company with the unhappy mei*- 

* chant, whofe misftwrtune you related to 
^ me yefter-evening. If you can procure' 
^ his releafe from prifon, that will be the 

* higheft fcrvice which eahJ^)€ done to me 

* in this place. As for his weahh ! let. 
^ that remain with thefpoikts ?' Hi^Hberty 
■^ is rfl I afki'^ 

L 4: f Th». 
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^ Tiw^^v^ the a-flf • fitf* thiJ &»hril 

• had heard the found af my vmte.i Hb 
•-4ixed his «y^ ftedAftly upim we^ white 

• f was Ipeaking, and » foon ay I had 
^- 6nde4 " I equalfy^^rcfpcfb the jnotiv6 
** of your travelling," he airfwemd, *^ and 
•* the advances you have made in the at- 
•♦ xmtMnt of It. Wif<ioni only could 
^' have maintain^ filence, on io ifiterfftiiig 
« an oceafioB, liU a reafim of fttdi \rdgh« 
" jnade^ it nfcefftiy fof you to fpeak* 

" But, O mji feuv! you Qver-ra«^ my 
confequence with thefe people. They 
are €ivit to me* only be<?ai»fe I require 

V not anjt thing froai tJwD-r But though 
I may not be able of TOyfeK" to accom^ 
plifh yoqr bwefieem purpofe, I may 
polTiWy find the means of ©noting you 

" to effeft it : and Hqaven this wpm&in 

^^ inipires the lucky thought* 

** The granger, who rules in this city, 
** has a define to inform himfelf in tho 
*/ affairs of aU the neighbouring nations i 
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^ and^%ohe«M3De, not Jwig fi»c£i, tp feck 
^ 8 perfooi cai)abie of giving him this 
*<* inferntatton. If y<|u, thdi^fofe, can 
^ fpeak (he laagpafg^; of hU courvtry;, fop 
^^ he knoMMth nMany other^ and \ieiU im- 
^ defftafee fo ink&me a^ tsUk, I will thrs 
^ d;^ kff^ you fic> hinv i and Heaven.may 
^ gi«c yott.as apportnmtty of fer ving your 
^' fnmdv ioi fooir farmiirable oMincnti of 
^ that intercoodrw whdch lUch aa occiv 
** pation muft neceflarily give you with. 
^ him/* 

^ i was iiiaidvcd ia^ the gneaceft pe^^ 
^ ptexicy by this ppopoiaL To* emiaracs 
^ itmuftput a flz>p to toy travels, winch 

* was contrary to.m^* fixxnd3i scfohition,, 

* as the time drew near, when I had pro- 

* mifed to return to my father. If I re- 

* jefted it, I gav€ up the hope of deliver- 

* ing an honeft man from unjoft oppref- 

* fion and mifery. The choice was diftreflV 
t ing -, but I hditated not long* 
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* I have fome little knowledge, I an- 
« fwered, O my father, iA^thc language 

* you mention, I learned it from this 

* unhappy man j and can never apply h: 

* td better purpofe, than to ferve him in 
•^^ his prefent diftrefs. The taflc, it is true, 

* will Interrupt my travels ; but it will at 
^ the fame time bring me nearer to the edd 

* of them. In the prad:tce of virtue con>- 

* lifts the only true wiidom. 

r ■ 

A 

^ < The Bramin appbuded my reibltiiion. 
» -We went direftly to the habitation of 

* the ruler ; in whofe anti-chamber we 

* were obliged to wait a confiderable time, 

* before we could be admitted to «he ho- 

I nouf of hi$ prefende. 



. « * . ' 
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SECTION III,. 

< I had feen fomething in. my native 
^ country of cbe flavery of fuch a;£endaii^ 
^ cie3; but never had I. formed, my con* 
.^ caption of fuch a fcene^ as I was now 
^ in. Every paifion which could agitate, 

* every vice which- could deform the 
^ heart of man, was painted in the 
•various faces round me; while fuf- 

* picion, deceit, envy, cruelty,, and ava- 

* rice diftated every word, they fpoke tQ 

* each other.. 

^ Fi^r^ to yourfclf a fet of men, 

* thrown together by the incidents of an- 

* indigent life, from every clafs of man- 
' kind, and every country under heaven,. 

* afting,, or rather prepofteroufly attempt- 

* ing to aft the moft important parts, and 

* you" will have fome notion of the com- 

* pany in which I was : a company, to 

* whofe characters the powers of defcrip- 
^ tion are fo unequal, that nothing but 

L 6 * the 



) 



« the ^indifputable proof of fadts could 
^ make them pais fop ether than meef 
•' creatures of imagination. 

• My fooT fickened dt the fighf ; and t 
^ waaf almoft driven to give up my pur- 

* polfe, and depart, for fear of being 

* infcfted by fuch fociety, when the Bra- 

* min and I were fummoned to our au* 

* dience. 

< Wc found the great man lolling on a 

* ibpha» in all the mimickry of ftate^ 
« his awkward uneafinefs under whTch, 

* (hewed his inexperience in the reality. 

* All was. buftle, hurry, and confufion. 

* His orders contradifted each other, 

* every moment. He knew hot what he 

* ought to approve, and therefore placed 
•* his judgment,' in finding fault ; as he 

* ihewed his greatnefs by fooking with 
I contempt at every thing arotind him. 

^ Oqr entrance was announced to liis 
f exGcHency, *by a fdhrant, on a- bent 

* kneei 



^ iaStam hsoking ar lUs^ Joe cxmt;it^u:fil Jtir 
^ adjuft his'drdst. fiar fometknc^y before 

* he condcfccnded to honour us wckthe- 

* lead notice ; . till at length, thffO|wing, 

* hi© cyr tcw^ wp a& by cjjwice, ^h^ 
^ fuperei^oailji aAxd the. Btemiii ti^ qd!V 

* cafioTi>of Iw vifit^ /'v 

« Son of good fcwtune' t** afifwen^ the 

* Bramin, ^^ I have fbtsmd fuch a^perfon, as 
** you defired me to feck for w^ jhtr 
*^ lad time. I bad; tbe hqnfour q£ paying^ 
^^ my duty to. yoia: grcatnefs ; ; and hart^ 
« broughc turn ». recei^^ )k>w cooi^ 
*« mands." 

< His excellemiy,^ rolling lus eyr &aci| 

* and forward . from the Bramin to me^ 

* ibr ibme moment, with ^ at fuipieiou^ 

* ftare,, ^ .krigj:h ci^manded to know^ 

« w.hat perfon^hQ me^nt. 

■-.■,•-1 ■«. • • 

i 

•* A pcrfon,** anfwered tfie Bmminv 
Jl who bath travelled through all the 

« neigh. 
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^ neighboiiring natioiis, and is acquainted 
^ with thdr cuftoms and manners, in 
•* which you exprefied a defire to be in*- 
^ flrudcd'* 

** Not I indeed I" replied his excelkncy, 
^ with a look and accent of ofiended im<^ 
' portance. ^^ You quite mifonderflaood me. 
f^ I want no inftrudbion in fuch matters. 
y What I ipoke to you about, was a 
** fecretary for foreign affairs, who unden- 
^ ftands the languagesof thoie countries, 
*« and can write my orders to the fove- 
^ reigns of them \ as I have not time to 
*' throw away, on learning their jargon 
*« myfclF. I regard not their cuftoms; 
^< and will teach them good manners, if 
{f they mi/behave themfelves to me." 

*« The miftakc," returned the Bramin, 
.<< is not material. My friend is qualified 
<* for either office. His capacity wiU be 
** found on trial } and I will vouch 'for _ 
i?' his fidelity." 

* Such 



, Prince «/ BitlisJ" ^ji 

' f Such a recommendation had the 

* neceflfary * iwight, with his excellencjr, 

* who knew the integrity of the Bramin^ 
< and had kept his eye, fixed jtq)on me, 

* all the time he ipoke, as if he would 
^ read >my £nil. He gracioufly nodded 
^ his aflent> and faying that I might 
i come» as ft)on as I pleafed, my con- 
^ dudtor and I .withdrew,, rejoiced at 

* the Jiappy omen of having fo eafily 
^ fucceeded ia the firil: part of our 

* defigi}. 



i k 



i^ ^hi '¥tti'9<ykr rf AitiAcss^ 



SECTION IV. 

^ OW onr retuTTK to tfic iiafe«tttioii» 6f 
• the BraitriiT, *• As yotr are novr entering* 
'•« into a fcene of Iffr/' fatdhe, •* otterly 
** new to you j k may not be iinnecfeffbry 
** to give you a fketch of the charafter 
«• or the man, to wRom you* are gping^ 
•« in order to direft your condudt toward 
•« him. 

«« The manner, in which he bears his 
*« prefent elevation, Ihews that it is not 
*' natural to him. But you muft not 
*< form your judgment of him, in other 
^' refpefts, from thence ;" few men ex-^ 
«« hibiting a ftronger proof, that fuperior 
«• talents are far from being the fole pro- 
J« perty of the fuperior ranks of life. 

*« Born in the lowed elafs of mankind,. 
«« and bred to one of the meaneft pro- 
" feffions, by which induftrious poverty 
^ ftrives ta earn a icanty fubfiftcjicc, he 

w has 



•' has raifcd himfelf by the meer force of 
^ his own geoiusy to lus preiimt height 
*^ of afflueoce^ and power; a rife, it is 
♦« truet 10 wfaich.hirprittctpk$ have con* 
*< tributcd Iktte leia thaa his abiUues^ at 
^ they aeveF xeilraflned him from any 
<' things by which he could propofe ad^^^ 
<( vanuge; : A qualification,, common tx% 
^ almo& all' the nfun, wha bave beeit 
^ honauised by th^* woxld^ mth (fae name 
^ of Greai. 

If 

*' £l iS) but jaftiac ihaugh^ to acknewa; 
^ ^]n%e that the a&ions b}9. which h« has 
^ thus: r^fed himftl^l Ibnre,. in. their lirft 
^ e8fed» merited fixmi hia fuperiors (fa» 
** eyeix he, high as he holds himfelf b^rs^ 
*• is no more than the fervant of fubjefts 
^^ in his native country) all the rewaids^ 
^ which they hare browed upoa him* > 

<< But if we. fti:ip^i;bo& a£bion& of the 
« blawnry of fuccefej, and, mfiafgre then* 
*' by the rvUes ^ pubikt ^ well. as. grW 
l^ Yate Yii?tnflr^ :fji5 QiaU fitnd* that by 

*t blacken- 
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blackening ambition with perfidy, cbi^ 
riipting private fidelity, and ftaining 
vi6bory with murder,, he has exceeded 
in the tnoft nefarious iniquity all the 
ravagcrs of the earth, who have built 
** their greatnefs upon the miferies of 
•* mankind 5 as the confequence will 
prove, that inftcad of giving fanftionr 
to fuck crimes,, by loading him withr 
honours, his fuperiors Ihould have 
•* puniflied him with the moft ignominiousi^ 
death, to have given permanency to the 
very advantages, he has acquired for 
^ them; «he divine vengeance, thoii^hr 
*• hitherto fufpehded; being now ready ta 
^ burft in tbimdcx on their he^s for this 
^ injuftice^ 

« •• His aflbcfates^ emulous of his fliccelsf 

*• in amafling wealth, but- inc&pafeleof 

<« efFcfting ic,» as he had, by adlions at 

«* the fame time fervkeftble tOf then- fu^ 

«• periors, have imitated *im in the molt 

•* flagitious parts of his condud^ and laid 

^ the axe to the root^of the advam^es;. 

**^ which. 



M 



U 



cc 



cc 
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«• which they drew from this country,. by 
iQbbing the wretched natives of the 
means of fupplying it ; for who wiU 

" work, when he knows that the fruit 

^ of hijs, labour will be ravifhed from 

** him ? 

** Of this, indeed, they feem to be 
*^ fenfible themlelve3* But inftcad of .be* 
^^ ing oiQwed by (hat Spofe to change theijr 
<* meafures, they have only changed the. 
^* objea of tbeno^ 



' ^ Seeing tkat the rained land can no 

cc 



longer fupply matter for tbeir rapacky^ 
they ibaue turned it sg^nft their fupe^ 
riors, whom they have brought to the 
verge of equal ruin, by a peculation of 
" the wealth, - entrufted to their cafe 5 
lariihii^ it, in erecting fortr^fles to 
guard jagatnft idipoflible aflaults; and 
maintaining forces ^ to fight ^gainft cne» 
nries, who do not exift, that they may 
^ have. an oppoTitunity of appointing each 
^<. otl^er to all the. lucrative employmenta^ 
;. *< which 



cc 

cc 



cc 

cc 
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^ whieh attend artnks, and moke lu^ar at 
^ pre&nt, little k& riiimus to tt« yidltrs^ 
;^ than to the vonquifiied^ 



't 



: <♦. Thus one is to ftrpply ^nteterialj; 
*^ another to fiipcrmtend the building t 
^^ this to provide food, that cloathing for 
*^ the men ; and lb en, armsv ammunU 
•^ tion, every article pofliMc to be wanted 
•* by an army, far att wfakh> aar th^ are 
•* ta pa)r themfekes,' tliey contraft in thi 
^ greateil quantities, and a« ^e higRefl 
** rates, which mutual connivance can 
f^ vcitture ta impoSci lapoitaknamh kaCe ; 
f^ at d» iofloe time,, that not one of them 
(^ bath t&e femotrit intesdon o£ fulfilling 
^ fwh conoraftsi* either in the q^ttaodty^ 
^ OT quality* c^ the things ta be. provided^ 
t^ fcu: iufiirr tbe ^nIifinafaie basdvoE rot>>^ 
**• beiSy which tfae^ call arnaies„ to ftmggle 
f^ with aiH the &i«i(ies of dtmatts noc 
*<' natuiulto tfaemv and die wtintof every 
^ coQvenieflce^ a«d almoft necefiBur^ of 
** life, if thsy can not plunder them £tom 

^' the defbKelefs^ and thewf<Dre more mile^ 

" rabic 



•« raWc nativefi^.: Iniquities, which how- 
*« ever glaru\g, 'thc^ praftife without fear 
«* of puniftiment, the wealth, they ac- 
^ quire by <ebem, em^Ungthetn to laugh 
^ at j^ultioe, and f^d the laws in defiance 
V in thecr own couniryt whither tbey ce« 
^. turn P^^xtpY it; and nntke roocn for 
** another hungry fct to.purfue their Iteps^ 

** This faithfiftl reprefentation wiU pr^ve 
!^ the trufih of what I have laid belore^ 
^* that if a fudden &Gp^ be not put to theft 
^^ ravi^rs^ our c&untry nuift be ruined^ 
f^ In fai5b) ifaey will foon be forced to (bop 
"• of necefljty. Their iniquity bath un* 
«« dermincd itfelf •, and heaven^ by a 
f^ %fital inftaoce of its justice, hath made 
** them avBUge our wrongs, upon their 
♦* owsj heads. Whoiier we may be able 
^ to furvive (he ihocki and enjoy the 
" flints of that vengeance though, is 
** more than 1 can forefce, fo deep are the 
** worinds, wkh which they have pierced 
** our hearts.** 
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SECTION V. ' '^ 

^ ON my repairing*iiext morning torcbe 

< pavillion of the chief^ I found him in 

* con^erfation wit|i a few: of his aflbciates, 

* on fomiE fotged which feemcd to embar^ 

* rafi them not a little, : ^ 

< As ibon as he caft his eyts upon met 

< he turned fhorc to the others, and told 

< them, with an exulting look, that I 

* could give them the ir^rmation thejr 
^ wanted, having travelled lately through 

* all thofe countries, 

« One of his afibciates hairing prefumed 
^ to exprefs fome doubt, whether it was 
^ fafe to entruft a ftranger with a matter 
« of fuch nfjoment, the fagacity of the 

* chief took inftant oflence. He afked, 
« with a fupcrcillous air, *• When he had 
** been known to be miftakcn in any 
" man?" Adding, that he had taken 
t me for his fecrctary, on the rccommen- 

^ dation 
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* dation of a man of honour : not that I 
^ wanted any hetcer voucher, to a man 
^ of ^difccrnment, than the honefly written 
^ ' in my countenance. 

^ !]Fhe other belteving, or at \^ not 

* ^thinking it pi»per txrdiiagree witK him, 

* atked rne if there was not >a prqlped? 

* of the greateft plenty, in thofe countries, 
^ .at the approaching harveft ; and on my 

^ bowing in aiErooaticMi, added a number 

* of queftions, concerning the prices of 
^ the difierent iieoeflarifia of life in differ 
f rent places. 

^ It inftantly occurred to me, that this 

^ was fuch an opportunity as I ibught, 

< to ferve my fellow«*traveUer. I anfwered 

^ therefore, that thefe were matters with 

^ which I was utterly unacquainted, hav- 

* nng nev^r bought any thing but what 
^ was immediiately ne^eflary fcnr my own 
y '4i(e, the parpofe of my travelling having 
^ been only to indulge curiofity, and ac- 
\ quire knowledge : . but that I knew a 

3 I perfon. 
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pcrksti^ who had foilowcd the prafeffioiT 
of a merchant for tnaitjr years, and was 
aUe to jffm him rvcny mformation he 
could wifh, in everjr bnnch of com' 
mercer and on informing him whom I 
nieanty gave fo high a cfaarafter of the 
merchant's judg^nc and probity, diat 
diey all ieeofied inclimed to employ hhn« 

* But there was a difficulty in my way, 
which I plainly perceircd would defeat ^ 
my defign, if it could not be removed. 
This was his merchandize, which they 
had feized, and thought he would ex* 
peft to have reftored to him, before he 
would enter into then* fervke : a facri^ 
fice tx> jufttce which they could not pre* ^ 
vatl upon themfelws to make, to an/ 
uncertain pr(^>eft. 

' On their exprefling doubts, therefore, 
of the danger of placing confidence in a 
man utterly imknown to them, I replied, 
that they had a fecurity for his honefty * 
in their ownJiands : that they might re- 
1 * tain 



c 
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li^in his iDerchandize till he fliould exe- 
cute .their con^imiflrion \ and then return 
it, or not, as he fcould deferve; by 
which meafis they would make it his 
intereft to be honeft* to them. 



* This thought fettled the whole affair. 

* The chief inftantly approved of my pro- 

* pofal, paying a compliment to my judg- 

* ment, in making intereft the beft mo- 

* tive to honefty ; and I was diredly fent 
f to condud the merchant to them. 

SECTION VL 

* I cannot exprefs what I felt, on enter* 
*" ing. thf dungeon where the unhappy 

* man was confined, even without. any 

* charge of a' real crime. Dark, damp, 
^ and noifome, it feemed to have been de- 

* .figned to render the horrors of impri- 
^ fonment ftill more horrible. 

* In the indignation of my foul at fuch 

* tyranny, I could not forbear exclaiming 
Vol* L M * ia 
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* in my native language, "What a rc- 
" proach is it to humsm nature^ that the 
" men, who have themfelves been fubjefb 
•* to the heavy hand of power, are the 
" lead proper to b^ntrufted with it over 
« others !" / 

^ As foon as he heard my well-known 
^ voice, he railed his head from the 

* ground, on which he lay, loaded with 

* chains i and looking eagerly at me, " Oh, 
•* my friend," faid he, " have my mif- 
•' fortune^ overwhelmed you alfb ? Is 
«• your innocence ruined, merely for hav- 
«« ing known fuch a wretch as me ? And 
*« yet, what is my guilt? Wh« have I 
«« done, to draw this rain upon me ?'* 

< His fears had taken iuch polleffion of 
« his heart, that it was difficolrto tmde* 

* ceive him, as to the caufc of my com- 
« ing ; difficult to perfuade him that there 

* was any profpeft of bis being reftored 
« to his libert}'. 



J* 



At 
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* At iength, when he faw his chains 

* taken off, and the doors of the prtfon 
« opened to him, a new anxiety fcized his 

* foul ; " But ^ will they reltore me my 
« effefls alfo?" faid he, flopping fhort 

* at the door of the prifon, and fixings* 

* Jiis eyes earneftly ypon me : " if not, 
«* of .what advantage is liberty ? I had 
*^ better die here, than be obliged to beg 
** my bread among ftrangers. My mifery 
♦« will be ihort»-, at .the leaft." 



* I could fcarcely fupprefs his emotions 
fufficiently for him to appear before the 
arbiters of his fate. I foothed ! I 
comforted !, I encouraged him to hope 
the beft *, till I income n^eafure recalled 
his reafon, and made him prefent to 
himfelf; for ,1 was not pc;rmitted to un- 
fold to him ,the immediate occaiion of 
his releafe^ , . . 



; J . .J 



C 



• When at length I introduced him to 
them, he anfwered all their queftions 
f with preciiion; and undertook to exe- 

M 2 « cuto 
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« cute their commiflion without hefitation^ 

* on condition of having his property 

* reftored to him, at his return with 

* fuccefs. 

* The nature of this commiflion, and 

* the readinefs with which he embraced 

* it, ftruck me with fuch horror, that I 

* rcfolved direftly to feparatc myfelf both 

* from him and his employers. But that 

* very readinefs defeated my defign. It 

* made them fufpedt that he wanted only 

* to get out of their power, and therefore 

* they infilled that I fhould remain as an 

* hoftage for his fidelity. 

• It was impoflTible for me to avoid 

* agreeing to this Condition, without ex- 

* pofing him, and probably myfelf alfo 

* to deftru<Skion ; as they would naturally 

* have concluded, that we had conqer ted 

* a fcheme to deceive them. I aflented 
• ' therefore, with an appearance of readi- 

* nefs, to that which I did not dare to 

* rcfufej and purchafed my fellow-tra- 

« vcUcr's 
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• veller's liberty at the price of my own, 

• at leaft for fome time,. 



* The commiffion entrufted to him waa 

* to buy up all the produce of the year 

* from the poffeffors, in order to fell it 

* back to them at an higher price, when 
^ their neceflitics (hould become fo preflF» 

* ing, as to oblige them to give whatever 

* (hould be required for it : the chief hav- 
^ ing an afTured perfuafion, that they had 

* buried immenfe treafures in the earth, 

* to evade the exaftions pf himfclf and 
^ his afTociates,. 

^ It may (eem improbable to you, as \% 

* did at the time to me, that any people 
« Ihould be fo infatuated, as to put them- 

* felves thus into the power of theic 

* known oppreflbrs, for their very fub-p 

* fiftence ; but there is nothing fo abfufd,, 

* which the force of avarice cannot efFed^ 

* The merchant, on my objefting this 

* difficulty, treated it with contempt. 

M 3. « Giver 
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*< Give them," faid he, *« this day, one 
*' penny more than the current price, and 
** they will accept it greedily, without 
•« ever confidering what may be the con- 
" fcqucnce to-morrow. Prefent gain* is all 
*• which is now looked to in the world; 
•* Befide, am I not armed with power to 
*• compel them, fhould they unexpeftcdly 
•* have the imprudence to refufe complying 
•« with my propofals ? They are in a fnare, 
*• out of.which they can no way efcapc.' 



t» 



* Nor did he pay greater relpeft to the 

* difapprobation which I could not forbear 

* exprelfing, at the readinefs with which 

* he undertook fuch horrid work.* 

** Your virtue, my friend," faid hej 
** is too refined ever to be carried into 
praftice, when placed in the fcale againft 
the moft powerful principles of human 
«* nature. I would not willingly commit 
«* injuftice, nor lead any man to ruin ; 
«* but when cither he or I ,mufl: be ruined, 
** the trial is toofcverc; and. nature will 

« pre* 
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•' preponderate, in fpite of all the dreams 
** of (peculation.** ^ 

* The fcenes of which I wasamelan- 

* choly witnefs, while the merchant . was* 

* engaged in the execution of his com- 

* miflion, were too horrid for defcriptiqn. 

* I (ball only fay, that every aft of in- 

* jufticc and oppreflion, which avarice 

* and cruelty could fuggeft to lawlcfs 

* power, was praftifed openly, and with. 

* fuch infolence that the unhappy fufFcrers 

* did not even dare to lighten their grief,,, 
f by a plaintive figh* 

SECTION VIL 

* THE returiv of the mcrchapt releafcd 

* me, at kngth,^ from the (ight pf fuch 

* mifqry, from the fociety of men> who 
*' were a difgrace to the human name. 

^ He had executed their qommifTion^ 
^ with tmexpefted fuccefs; and, as I 
^ thought^ much mpr^ faithfully, than 

M 4 * they 
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* they performed their promife of rcward- 

• ing him for it. 

• Every time he claimed the reftitution 

• of his merchandize, fome new difficulty 

• was ftarted, fome new delay made, under 
^pretences the moft frivolous, and (hame- 

* lefs -, till growing apprehenfivc that they 

• might compleat their injuftice by taking 

* away his life to free themfclves from his 

• importunity, he reduced his demand to 

• the means of fupport in his return to' 

* his native country ; their condefcending 

* to grant which, after much entreaty,' 
« they aflFefted to confider, as an a6k 

• of the greateft generofity, and favour. 

* When he was ready to depart, he 

* afFcftionately prefled me to accompany 

* him. « Do not be difcouragcd, my 
** friend,** faid he, " at the unfortunate* 
" iffue of our journey hither. Matters 
•* are not fo bad, as they may appear to 
** be. I knew my employers too well, 
*' to truft entirely to their juftice. An- 

«* agent 
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« agent underftands but little of his^ 
** bufmefs, who can not make it pay 
« itfclf.'* 

•^ Had I not before covenanted, with my* 
•- own heart to feparate myfelf from him,- 
^- the very argument on which, ho reftcds- 
•^ his folicitation, Would have determined 

* me to decline it, I wiflied him an happy 
•* journey, faying that, my fate, kd mc^ 

* another way.. 

*^I was too well acquainted with tho 
^ power of habit, over the human hearty 
*• to be furprized at this inftance of the 
^- merchant's meafuring juftice by the rule 
^ of his own. intereft. ^It was but con-^ 
*- filtency of chara£ter/ Not thax I caa 

* fay,, I was difpleafed, with^ the, coafe-> 
«* quence, how much foever I difapproved. 
*• of the motive, of. his. conduflt. His ' 

* employers, and he,, had, been- guilty. of 
^* equal breaches of, truft/, and I there^ 
^ fprci adored tb^t, Power,^ which thfx^ 

M.5 ^made^ 



m^de one ^ of injuAice ppniikian^ 

other* ^ : ( , ; * 

^ The condition, upon which I had 
con&nted to ftay aoiong diefe people^ 
being thus fulfilled, I refolded to tabs 
the firft opportunity of dqiarting, with* 
out giving diem any notice of my de« 
fign ; being taught by riieir treatment of 
the merchant, what confidence was to 
be placed in their promifes, and appre- 
henfive that they might think me too 
deeply acquainted with the myfteries of 
their iniquity to difinifs me. 

• While I waited for fbch an oppor- 
tunity, the fuccefe of the merchant's 
commifiion appeared in eSefts^ n6t to 
be recollefled without horror. 

• The natives, as he had prcdiftcd, 
either from airarice, or compulfion, had 
fold him all the produce of the land, 
whicU^his employers no iboner got into 

' * their 



^ their pf>ifir0idiv tfaftQ ihcy r^ifed the 

* prices to fuch an height,' that the 

* wretches, after hai^g expended every 

* reiburce to purchaie indifpenfible fup- 
1 po?t, were reduced to all the dreadful 

* extremities of famine^ while (be au- 
^ thors of their ruin looked on^ with un^ 
^ concern \ nor would relax th^ extortion 

* to fave the very name of. the people 
^ from beuig blotted ou^ from among 
\ the inh^lntants of the earth. 

* 

• Virgins ofiered themfelves to violation 

* in the ftreet^, for a. mov^thful of food.^ 

* The fon fold his father into flavery. The 
^ motheif devoured, the infant, whicb 
« fucked her breaft. , The livipg were 

* not able to bury the dead, 

* Amid all thefe horrors^ my foul had 
^ a peculiar confol^tio?, for fome time, 

* The jewels, which I had retained by. the 
« advice of Myrza, now iqrved the benc^ 
*> ficent purpofb, fcyr w^iich he had ^a4yi(^ 
^ me to refcrve therp. I gave them to 

M 6 * my 
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* my friend, the Bramin, who difpofed of 

* them, and applied the price to the relief 

* of the general diftrefs. 

« But alas ! he proceeded not with fuf- 

* ficient fecrccy. He was difcovered, by 

* the inhuman tyrants. He was feized. 

* He was put to torture, to difcovcr if he 

* had any more, and from whom he had 

* received them. He prefcrved his- faith 
^ to me; and died under the torture; 
^ without making any difcovery» 

* Unfortunate was it for him, that I 
« knew not of his fufierings, till they werd 

* at an end. My life fhould not have 
^ been faved^ at the price of bis. 

• Such fcenes are difficult to be believed^ 

* The pride of confcious virtue is unwil- 

* ling to admit even a poflibility of the 

* human nature's finking fo low. But 

* when it is conHdered by whom- thefe 
J crimes were perpetrated, it will be 

* ownedi 
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< owned, that they were no more, than 
^ might have been forefeen. 



* The weight of power is too greaf to 
be fuftained, under the men: advan-^ 

tageous circumftances. It too ofteri 
intoxicates die beft head.; and warp^ 
the beft heart. What then muft it^ 
effefts be, in the oppofite extream ? 
How could it rationally be expeded^ 
that men raifed to abfolme power, from 
the loweft ftate of fervility, and from 
the loweft poverty, Ihould be able to 
relift the temptation of abufing thae 
power to acquire wealth ; when fuch 
abufe was, in a manner, joiftified by^ 
pra£fcice, and encouraged by in)punitf .^ 
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SECTION vm. 

* AS I had been detained by thefe 
events^ beyond the time of my prcK 
mifed return to my father,, I felt the 
anxiety of his love, for my fafety ; and 
therefore, for the greater expedition^ 
embarked fecretly in a fhip, which w^s 
intended to fail diredly for Suez, pre- 
ferring the performance of fo dear a 
duly M any plealure or advantage, which 
I eould promiie tx> my feif, in the further 
parfiiic of my travels* 

* Heaven feemed at firft to fmik upon 
o«r way,. We failed with a fevourable 
wind, till wc entered the ftraits of 
Dira^ when a violent ftorm aroie, wTiich 
in delpite of all the efforts of our ma* 
riners, who ftruggkd with it^ for feve* 
ral days, at length drove our (hip upon 
fome rocks, where fhe was inftantly torn 
to pieces. 



It 
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< It is impoffible to defcribe what I 

* felt in that dreadful moment. The 
^ darknefs c^ midnight was condenfed 
^ tenfold, by the fury of the ftorm. All 
f was horror, and difmay. 

« Though the mod: refolute had loft 

* every hope of efcaping ; we all, in the 

* inftindtivc impulfe of fclf-prefcrvation, 

* laid hold on fuch pieces of the wrecks 

* as chance threw in our way, and cling-- 
^ ing to them, were driven about at the 
« mercy of the winds and waves, in 

* which many periihed by a milder death, 

* than awaited mofl of thofe who gained 
": the land. 

* tt was my fitter to be, thrown upon 
« the ihore, without any appearance of 
« life ; a fituation, to which, as I after- 
^ wards found, I owed my faiety. 



'1 



^ The day had juft begim to dawn, 
* when I recovered my fcnles, the firft 
\ efforts of which ferved only to prefent 

* me 
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* me with fcenes ftill more horrible, than 
« that from which I had cfcaped. I found 

* myfelf entirely naked, at fome little' 
'^ diftance from the fea, whither, I fup- 

* pofe, I muft have been dragged for the^ 

* better convenience of ftripping off my- 

* cloaths,. 



* Blit thiis treatment, however cruef in* 
itfelf, was kindnefs in comparifon, of 
what I faw inflidted on my unhappy 
companions, as many of whom as reached! 
the fhore alive, wereinftantly (laugh tered,, 
and then ftripped by the natives^ who- 
infte.ad of pelieving a ftate of diftrefs,^ 
which (hould have moved every humane 
pafljon, looked upon them, and their 
property, as hwf«l prey... 



• Shocked as my foul was/ at fiich bar* 

* barity, nature direfbcd my firft thoughts. 
^ to my own fafety. I lay, as motionlefs. 
^ as if I was really dead, till I faw the 

• favages depart, laden with the fpoils of 
f tJiQ wretches, /whom they had flaugh- 



Prince of Betlis. 257 

« tercd; when raifing myfclf, as well as 

* wcakncfs and the pain of many bruifes 

* would permit, I crept to the fea fide to 

* try if I could happily adminifter relief, 

* to any, who might have efcaped, in the 

* fame manner v^ith mylclf, and find fomo 

* cloaths to cover me, which had been 

* over- looked by the ravagers, in the 

* hurry of their rapacity, 

* But I was difappointed at the firft ia 
« cither hope. They were too well ex* 

* perienced in the work, to leave it un- 

* finiihedi and I was juft going todepart^ 

* though I knew not whither, when calling. 

* my eyes, once more, wiflifuUy to the 

* fea, I thought I perceived fomething 

* floating toward the fhore. 

• The ftprm having by this time nearly 

* (pent its force, I ventured into the water 

* to fee, what the objedb before me might 

* be; when I found one of my fellow- 
^ paflengers, with whom I had contra£bed 
5 a particular intintiacy, with his arms 

* clafped 
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• clafped round a coflfer, to which he was 

• tied. I inftantly raifed his head, above 

• the water, and perceiving Ibme figns of 

• life, exerted all my t ftrength, to draw 

• him up on the dry land, where my care 
^ foon reftored him to his fenfes. 

• The moment he opened his eyes, and 
f faw me buiied about him, his fituation 

• fuggefted itfelf to him in the worft light^ 

• my being naked preventing his knowing 
^ me ; and making him imagine I was one 

• of the fpoilers, with whofe nefarious 

• praftices he was too well acquainted. 

• Lifting his hands therefore, in a fup- 

• pliant manner, ** O ! fpare my life,'* 

• faid he, ** fpare the life of an old man, 
•« who will never difturb your poffeffioa 
J* of what you have acquired/* 

* What !* I returned : ^ Do you not 
^' know me ? Can Haflaa be takea for a 
f fpoiler, by his friend ? 

•He 
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* He ftarted, on hearing my voice, and 

* looking eagerly at me, " Is it poflible ?" 

* faid he, " Can I be fo happy ? But where 
" is the cofier to which I was bound ? If 
** that is loft, my life is of little value to 



« 



me. 



99 



• I then (hewed him the coffer, where it 
ftill lay in the water, upon which he 
arofe with a vigour, not to have beea 
expected from his fituation, and running 
toward it, " Let us then fecurc it in- 

* ftantly," faid he, " before the fpoilert 

* come, or they will not only rob ug 
^ of all it contams, but murder ^us alfo^ 

f* to fecure the Ipoil." 

^ As foon as he had drawn it to 
^ the land, he opened the locks, and 

• taking out a calket, put it into his 

• bpfom, and was preparing to depart, 
^ without fceming even to think of any 
« thing elfe. 



* Such 
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* Such an infenfibility to the fituation 

• I was in, afFedlcd mc. " How !" faid 

• I ; " and will my friend defert me, thus 
** naked and alone ?" . 

* He darted ; and paufing for a mo- 
« ment, as if juft awakened from a dream, 
" Defert you!" he returned; ** no, never 
" will I defert my prcfervcr. But what 
" can we do ? The fpoilcrs will come 
*' upon us, the moment they difcovcf 
^* that our (hip has been wrecked. The 
•* vulture is not .more quick to find his 
•* prey, nor the tyger more cruel, than 
«* the inhabitants of the fea-coafts to de- 
«* ftroy thofe, whom the more merciful 
*• waves throw into their power/* 

* I then acquainted him, that they had 
« been already there, (hewing him the 

• flaughtered bodies on the Ihore, to whicli 

• I added my own condition, as proof* 
f of their bloody rapacity, 

' HU 
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* His thoughts were fo intently fixed 

* upon himfclf, that he feemed to have 
< no feeling for the misfortunes of any 

* other. '* Thank heaven," faid he, 

* embracing the cafkct, *' that we , have 
^' efcaped though -, and that my jewels 
*' are fafe ! But we mud not remain here! 
** As foon as they have left their fpoil at 
** home, they will return, to try if they 
** can glean up any more. I will fharp 
*' my garments with thee for the prefent. 

. ** We fhall foon be able to procure 

S 



** every thing we want.** 



* He was proceeding to ftrip himfelf, 
when the occafion was unhappily re- 
moved. The fea threw up, near to the 
place where we flood, the body pf one 
of our companions, whom finding to 
be dead, I yielded to the horrid nc- 
cefTity of taking his cloaths to cover 
myfelf. 
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SECTION IX. 

« WE had not advanced far into the 
« country, before we difcovered a cottage, 
* the poor appearance of which Ihewed 
J die poverty of its inhabitants. 

« On our approaching the door, which 
flood open to give light to the family, 
whom we found ieated around a little 
fire, at a meal of fimple vegetables, the 
mafter invited us in the moft hofpitable 
manner to partake of his humble fare, 

' « Though I knew him, at the firfl: caft 
of my eye, to be one of thofe, who 
iiad been moft aflive in murdering and 
foiling my unhappy companions, my 
aftoniffament was not greater at the pre- 
fent contraft in his conduA, than to 
hear him addrefs us,' in the Byrfan 
langufdge. 

^ Gracious 
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• Gracious heaven !* I exclaimed, * where 

* am I ? Is it poflible that this is the 

* country of the Byrfans ? That fuch 

* barbarous crimes fhould be conimitted, 

* in defi&nce of the molt beneficent laws ?* 

^ The cottager, who knew not the caufe 

* of my exclamation, appeared to be fur- 

* prized ; nor made me any anfwer, till I 

* repeated my queftion, when he in- 
« formed me, that I was in my native 

* country. 

^ But xay companion, who underftood 
' my meaning, having often heard me 
^ boafl: of the laws of Byrfa, as fuperior 
^ to thofe of all other nations, ^ould aot 
^ miis fuch an occafion of r^proving/mjr 

* vain partiality. - ** Why ftould not fuch 
" crimes,** faid he, *' be committed in 
<< this country, as foon as in ^any other ? 
*^ It is not the laws, but the execution cxf 
** them, which bath an cfFedt upon the 
** manners of a people. The beft laws, 
f^ if badly admtniftered, only encourage 

3 !! the 
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•' the crimes, which they were dcfigned to 
" prevent.** 

* The cottager, having cUrefted us the 

* way to Byrfa, returned to the fea-coaft, 

* to feek' for more fpoil, in contempt of 

* every argument, I could ufe to dif- 

* fuade him ; while we proceeded toward 

* the houfe of my father, my heart pant- 

* ing with filial love and joy, at the 

* thought of being fo near him. 

* The contradiftion between the conduct 

* of the cottager, when at home, and on 
^ the ihore, was fo ftriking, that I could 

* not forbear expreffing my furprizc 
^ to my companion, who accounted for 

* it, in a manner mod: diigraceful to the 

* polity of any civilized people. 

«* The nature of man,** faid he, «* is 
" in itfclf benevolent. Cruelty is ever 
^^ the cpnfequence of error in opinion or 
,^^ of bad example. In his cottage you 
♦* faw this man, in his natural charader. 
2 « His 
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** His condiift, on the fliore, proceeded 
*« from a notion derived from the laws of 
times of ignorance, and barbarity, that 
the plunderers could not be compelled 
to make reftitution of their fpoil, if no 
man belonging to a (hip, which was 
" wrecked, remained alive to claim it. 
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If then, the legiflature of Byrfa 
really merited the praile, which you 
" have fo lavilhly beftowed upon it, 
" would not proper means have been 
*^ taken to eradicate fuch a notion, and 
prevent its horrid confequences, . by 
confifcating to the ftate every wreck, 
** where all the people perifhed -, and on 
** the other hand, allowing a part thereof 
" to the inhabitants of the coaft, in pro- 
*' portion to the number of lives faved by 
** them ; inftead of the prefent abfurd 
" method of punifliment for plundering, 
** which they evade by murdering all, 
** who might prove their guilt i'* 



Vol. I. N .* Though 
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« Though this objeftion was not to be 

* anfwercd, I could not fupprefs the ex- 

* ultation of my heart, at the appearance 

* of happinefs, which Ihone in every 

* place we pafled through, as we ad- 

* vanced toward the capital ; nor forbear 

* pointing it out to my companion, as the 

* bed vindication of our laws. 

* But he viewed matters in another 
^* light. ** Moderate your pride," faid he^ 
*• till you fee whether it is well founded. 
^* When I view the face of the country, I 
** think myfelf in paradife. But when 
*' I confider the inhabitants, my opinion 
^ is much lefs favourable. The extre- 
** mities of the land are uncultivated for 
« want of people, who croud to the me- 
>« tropoli^, where their labour is wafted 
** in works of vanity. The whole nation 
•** is drowned in luxury. They arc poor 
<** in the midft of plenty. They have 
" much, but they want ftill more. Their 
*** powers both of mind and body are 

*' weakened 
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« weakened by excefs, their principles 

<« debauched by profperity. In a word, 

** their happinefs hath overflowed its 

^' bounds ; and if this calm continues 
«« much longer, Byrfa will over-fet, in 

" the firft ftorm, which (hall, fall with 

** any force upon it/* 

SECTION X. 

• MY meeting with my father is not 

* to be defcribed. He had been. for fome 

* time finking under the infirmities of 

* age; and feemed to have ftruggled to 
^ preferve life, only till he could rcfign it, 

* in my bofom. 

* The moment he was informed of my 
f arrival, he called me eagerly to him ; 
^ and throwing his arms around my neck, 

* as I kneeled by the fide of his bed, " It 
*' is enough !*• faid he; ** Gracious hea- 
** ven, it is enough. I embrace him once 
*♦ more \ and now I die content/* — 



N 2 * Then 
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'* Then paufing a few moments to re- 
^ cover his fpirits, unequal to fuch an 

* excefs of joy, " O ! blefs my fon !" he 

* continued ; *' Enable him to fave his" — 

* he would have added, country ; but the 

* word died unfinifhed on his tongue, 

* (heaven not permitting him to prefer 

* a prayer, which muft be ineffeftual) 

* and he expired without a groan, in my 

* arms. 

* Having performed the laft duties to 

* his honoured remains, I determined to 

* devote the refidue of my days to the 
' cultivation of my mind in retirement, 

* every thing I faw around me,- giving me 

* a difguft to the world. 

* I had found fuch pleafure in the con- 
' verfation of my late fellow-fufferer in 

* the Ihip wreck, whole benevolence of 
^ heart, and judicious acquaintance with 

* the ways of man opened theaifelves 
f upon me, more and more, every hour, 

* that 
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* that I would have perfuaded him 10 
' remain with me. 

* But all my perfuaBons were inefFec-. 
^ tual. He had fixed his mind upon re- 

* turning to his native city of Cairo, and 
' there ending his- days, among his family. 

* We parted with the fmcereft fentimencs 
^ of mutual efteem. 

SECTION XL 

* I have informed you of the claim, 

* which the Byrfans made to the neigh- 

* bouring country of the Coptes. It had 

* pleafed heaven to lead me home, juft as 

* their army was preparing to march, to 

^ inforce that claim. 

« 

* Though I had determined upoa a 

* retired life, the principles, in which I 
' had been educated by my father, mak- 

* ing me difapprove a meafure, fo con- 
« trary to juftice, I thought it my firft 

* duty to endeavour to prevent ir, before 

N 3 \\ would 
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*^ I would attend to any thing, which re- 

* lated folely to myfclf. 

' I rcfolved therefore to demand an 

* audience of the king, to whom my 
' rank in the flate gave me a right of 

* fpeaking my fentiments on public af- 
' fairs ; and lay before him the reafons of 

* my diflenting from the general voice> 

* on fo important an occafion ; not doubt- 

* ing but I fhould be able to open his «yc& 

* to the evils, which muft ncccffarily rc- 

* fult from iu 

« The war appeared to me fo flagrantly 

* unjuft, that I imagined there muft be 

* fome fecret reafqns for it, to which my 

* abfence had made me a ftranger, or it 

* could never have been rcfolved on- 

* before, therefore, I would prefume to 

* oppofe it, I thought it rieceflary to cn- 
' quire more particularly into the matter,. 

* as I knew the danger of judging, on a 
^ partial view. 

* For 
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* For this purpofe I went direftly to a 

• perfon, whofe having held feveral of the 
« fiirfl: offices in the ftate, I concluded muft 
^ enable him to give me the information 

• I wanted; and which an alliance be- 
^ tween our houfes gave me a right to 

• requireT 

* On entering Kis habitation, I was fur^ 
^ prifed to find every thing wear a gloomy 

• afpeft. The very looks of the fervants' 
^ fpoke an unhappy maften He received 

• me, with an air o£ dignity and refpeft, 

• but clouded with a referve, which made 

• it difagrecable, and feemed defirous to 

• conBne his converfation to general quef- 
*^ tions, relating to the countries, which 

• I had feen in my travels. 

* This, however, gave me an eafy op- 
*• portunity of leading him to the fubjedt* 

• of the approaching war, without ex- 
*^ prefsly declaring the purpofe of my. 

• coming, which I apprehended might 
^ have made him ftill more rcfervcd : I 

N 4. * there- 
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' therefore, as occafionally, defired ta 
\ know his opinion of ir, as a difeftion 

* to mine, which, probably for want of 

* proper information, I owned to be 
' againft it, 

* At the firft mention of the affair, I 

* faw his eyes fparkle with indignation^ 

* which arofe as I proceeded, till it en- 
' tirely diflipated the gloom, which hung 
' upon his brow, and broke through his 
' referve, 

" I am happy/* faid he, with a look 

* of the warmeft complacency, to '' find 
** your fentiments concur with mine, on 
" this important occafion \ for, if you 
*' are not fatisfied with the apparent, 
*' much lefs will you be, with the real 
•' motives of this war; The former have 
*< at lead fomething like a colour, how- 
*• ever falfe, of juftice •, becaufe it was 
** neceflary to deceive the people, who can 
*' never be led into any thing, which they 
^[ know to be unjuft, how eafily foe^er 

« they 
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" they may be deceived 5 but the latter are 
•' a myftcry of the grofleft iniquity, in. 
*« every fcnfe.'* 

' Good heaven !* I returned ; ' Whence 

* can this proceed ? The youth of our 

* fovereign opened with the faireft hopes/ 

" Nor hath he ever fallen from thofe 
" hopes !" interrupted he, eagerly. " One 
'* vice hath never ftained his private life, 
.*' one adl of injuftice warped his public 
" conduft. Yet ftill, a charadler, left 
" pure, might have proved more advan- 
" tageous to his people. To form a pro- 
" per judgment of a man, his ftation 
" muft be confidcred. The virtues mofl: 
" fublime in a fubjedt, are often but 

amiable weaknefles in a fovereign. 
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" I fee that your abfence hath mad^ 
you a. flranger to the fecret fpring^, 
upon which our .government moves j\c 
** this time. The balance between its 
" parts, arid their mutual check upon 

N 5 " each 
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*' each orfier, which gave it the prc-emJi. 
" nence over all the other governments; 
" upon earth, exift now only in name. 

" The fuperior council, by diflipating. 
<< the property, appointed to fupport its 
•* independance, is fallen abfolutely under- 
** the influence of the crown ; as the in- 
ferior daily betrays to it the truft com- 
mitted to them, to acquire matter for a. 
•* like diffipatioa; the gratification of 
*' luxury being the only objeft attended: 
« to by every clafs of mankind. 

" You may naturally conclude that tte 
power of the fovereign muft become 
abfolute by this proftration of the 
•* fences, inftituted to reftrain it. But the 

" contrary is the faft. All the power,, 
*^ which he feqms to obt^n in this man- 
ner, is wafted in the very means, , made 
ufe of to obtain it •, and himfcif kept 
•* in a kind of flavery to the inftruments 
" of this corruption, in which they have 
** fo entangled the whole fyftem of go- 

'* vernment. 
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vernment, that it now appears to be 
" one of its firft principles ; and often 
compels him to give the fanflion of his 
name and authority to meafures, the 
moft contrary to his own fentiments ; 
of which there can not be a ftronger 
" inftance, than this war, which is lite- 
** rally forced upon him, by his fervants, 
" though as contrary to their inclinations, 
" as to his 5 their ambition and abilities 
"being equally limited to the dark works 
" of feduftion. 

" But the people have, of late begun to 
look fo narrowly into their condud:, 
and to (hew fuch fymptoms of difcon 
tent, that apprehenfive of the confe- 
quence, they adopted this expedient to 
turn the attention of the public from 
themfelves, blazoning the war, with 
fuch hopes of private advantage, as 

** have made the injuftice of it cafily pafs 

*' unnoticed. . 

N 6 "Nor 
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" Nor is the power of this hope to be 
" wondered at. We have lived fo far 
" before-hand, that it is terrifying to 
" look forward. Not only private for- 
tunes are wafted by the luxury, which 
is exprefsly encouraged by the court 
for that purpofe, that people may be- 
** come dependant on its favour for fup- 
" port ; but the very refources of the 
«« ftate are anticipated to fuch a depth, in 
«^ order to fupport this fyftem of corrup- 
** tion, that far from being able to ftand 
" any violent (hock, we muft of neceffity 
" fink by our own weight, if we are not 
*' faved by fome means, impoffible for 
" human reafon to provide. 

'' The whole fyftem of men's fouls, if 
I may ufe the expreflion, muft be 
changed ; and another adopted, in every 
refpedt oppofite to it : An effeft, which 
can be produced only by fome heavy 
•^ misfortune (if fuch can be furmounted !) 
" which ftiall bring the government back 
*' to its firft principles. 

" For 
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" For my own part, I am fo (ick of 
" a world, in which I fee nothing but 
" folly and vice, that if there is not a 
" fudden change, which I have no reafon 
*' to expeft, I will anticipate the ftroke of 
" fate, and quiet it.'* 

* The horrid rcfolution, with which he 

* concluded this melancholy reprefenta- 

* tion, aggravated the pain it gave me, 

* ten thoufand fold. * O ! beware,' I ex- 

* claimed, * of indulging fo dangerous^ 

* a thought ; of tempting the wrath of 

* heaven, by diffidence in its goodnefs, 

* and power ! A crime, which reafon and 
' religion equally forbid ^ and madnefs 

* only can excufe.' 

" Reafon," he anfwercd, " prompts 
" me to fly from evil." — 



' But not to a greater,' I interrupted 

* eagerly : ' Not to evils, from which 

* there is no flying, no hoping for relief.* 
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" Of thofe evils," he replied with a 

* contemptuous fmile, " I know nothing. 
The phantoms, with which fuperfti- 
tious ignorance was fo long terrified, are 
at length feen through. Nature feeks 

^< happinefs ; and if I can not find it, in 
" this life, I mull follow the purfuit into 
*• another ; if fuch there is I It is better 
^* not to be, than be unhappy !'** 

* I attempted not to argue with hin>' 

♦ farther, as I could plainly fee, by the 
^ manner in which he expcefied himfelf, 

* that contradiftion would only confirm 

♦ him more ftrongly in his opinion, and 
^ perhaps ftimulate hb vanity, to haften the 
^ execution of it. 
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SECTION Xli. 

* I was diverted from the painful re- 

* fledtions, which fiich a fcene naturally 

* fuggcfted, at my return, by the entrance 

* of a perfon, who had been one of the 
^ moil intimate acquaintances of my early^ 
^ youth.. 

^ As I had been informed, that he had 

* wafted his fortune, in every mode of 
^ idle diffipation and expence, I was mo(t- 

* agreeably furprized at his appearance, 

* every thing in which fpoke affluence, 

* and a mind at eafe. He faluted me 
' with the warmeft profcffions of regard j 

* and we inftantly continued our former 
^ intimacy, as if it had never been inter- 
^ rupted 

* After fomc reciprocal inquiries of 
'^ perfonal affeftion, I informed him of 
^ the couverfation, which had pafled, at 

* the 
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« 

* the vifit, from which I was juft re- 

* turned. 

' He paiifed a few moments, as ftruck 
« by what I had fad, then with a look 
« not well aflured, " I fhall not pretend," 

* he anfwcred, " to vindicate in all things, 
" either the meafures of the government, 
" or the manners of the age ! But the 
" motives of this perfon's difapprobation, 
" greatly weaken the force of it. He 
" (^eaks from the rage of difappointmelif, 
« not from principle. 

" That political corruption, againft 
** which he inveighs with fuch acrimony, 
" did he himfelf carry- to fuch lengths, 
" when in power, that it was too grofs to 
'* be fupported ; and occafioncd his de- 
" pofal ; nor is there a moral vice, which 
*' hath not ftained his charadler j but as 
" fome of thefe vices have been retofted 
« againft himfelf, and he is no longer 
" permitted to praftifc that corruption, 
** he now declaims againft it, in this 

" manner. 
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manner. But you muft not truft too 
implicitly to his reprefentations. Be- 
" caufe the world does not go, as he 
likes, he modeftly fays it is going to 






(« 



" ruin." 



' The human heart is fo fond of hap- 

* pinefs, that we give eafy credit to what 

* we wifli. I looked upon the gloomy 

* pidure, which had been drawn to me, 

* to have proceeded meerly from the 

* clouds, which over-caft the painter's 
^ mind ; and did not doubt but my friend 
^ would fet every thing in a very differ- 

* ent light.. 

* I therefore defired him to acquaint 
« me, if there were any reafons for the 

* approaching war, befide thofe publicly 

* given, which I fcrupled not to iay 
' were fo flagrantly unjuft, that I had 

* refolved to exert my utmoft endeavours 
^ to prevent it. 
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" My dear friend," he anfwercd^ 

* (taring at me with " furprize, what you 
•* fay, may poflibly be very true; but 
•^ thefe are matters, about which I never 
" give myfelf any trouble/* 

• How P I returned, aftonifhed at what 

* he faid, * not give yourfelf trouble about 

* matters of the greatell importance to 

* a ftate, in which you hold fo high a^ 

* rank ? In the government of which yoii. 

* have ever undertaken a part, not to be 

* executed without trouble ? You are 

* not ; you can not be ferious ! But 

* this is a fubje^t^ moft improper focr 

* pleafantry t* 
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•' I fpeak my fentiments, I affure you ! 
* he replied* ** I pever did, nor evec 
** will give myfelf trouble about any 
" thing. If I would have taken trouble,, 
" with matters of this nature, I might 
•* probably have conducted them myfelf. 
" My purpofc is to enjoy the plcafures 

« of. 
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«• of life, while I can, without troubliag 
" myfelf about confequences, which all 
" my trouble may not be able to pre- 
" vent." 

* But !' faid I, interrupting him fhortly : 

* If you were determined, not to take 

* trouble, why did you take an oi£ce» 

* which required it ? You know my 
^ plainnels! Is it confident with a juft 

* fenfe of honour, or even with common 

* honefty to take the wages, without doing 
^ the work ?* 

" You were always an enthufiaft !** he 

* anfwered with a forced fmile ; " and I 
" find you will ever remain one. I was 
•• in hope, that feeing the world would 

have opened your mind; and (hewn 
you the abfurdity of fuch antiquated 
" notions. I took the office, becaufe I 
♦' had occafion for the emoluments of it ; 
" as the vifier gave it, to attach me to 
" his intereft : And on the fame terms^ 
i< is every office given and accepted- 

** If 
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** If you imagine, that any one under 
" the vifier prefumes, in virtue of his 
•' office, to do any tiling, you are utterly 
" niiftaken. It is he, who virtually does 
" every thing ; and all the other officers 
** of the ftate are na better than cyphers 
*^ following him, to add to his confe- 
** qucncc. 

SECTION XIII. 

** BUT let us wave a fubjeft, on whiclx 
** we only wafte our time. I . have come 
** to requeft a favour from you, which 
** I promife myfelf you will not refufc 
« me. 

** You muft know, that I am in one 

« of the mod whimfical fituations, pof- 

^ fible to be conceived. You remember 

« our old friend Mago. The intimacy, 

« which begun with our lives,, hath con- 

«* tinued to this day •, though it was lately 

" endangered by one of the oddeft acci- 

*^ dentSr which ever happened. Can you 

« think 
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^ thihk it poffible, that he and I fliould 
^' fall in love with each other's wife, and 
^' fucceed in our loves toof 

" For fome time, matters went on, as 
^* fmoothly as we could wilh, neither of 
" us fufpefting the other, till growing 
** too fecure, he happened one day to 
*' furprize his wife and me in a fituation 
" of more familiarity, than common 
^* forms allow. You know his hafty tem- 
** per. He drew his fabre inftantly, and 
^^ advanced to attack me* 

" I am not a coward : but I know not 
^* how it happened. A qualm of con- 
'• fcience 1 fuppqfe came upon me 5 and 
" I did not care to run the hazard of 
** lofing my own life in fo foolifli a caufe, 
^ or adding his death to the injury I had 
** already done him. 

** I therefore demanded a parley, fword 
^< in hand ; and after fome preliminaries, 
f* in making which I believe I looked 
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*« filly enough, I frankly told him, that 
in the way he fought fatisfaflion, the 
odds were againft him ; but that if he 
would take my advice, I could dirc6t 
him to a better, which would bring us 
more upon a level ; this was, to return 
** me in kind the good office I had done 
** him ; and then there would be nothing 
*• to complain of, on either fide. 

** The look he gave me, as I faid this, 
" is not to be defcribed. He fixed his 
•* eyes upon me, for a few moments, to 
" fee if I was ferious, then bujfting into 
•* a loud laugh, * Give me your hand, 
♦* brother ;* faid he : * I applaud your 
•* prudence; and to tell you a fccret, 
" have not waked for your permifilion, to do 
** what you propofe. So let us e'en fhakc 
** hands, and make the bed of out bar- 
^* gains/ 

*• From that day, all was harmony and 
** good-fellowihip between usj to make 
t^ which, as we thought, the ftronger, and 

" as 
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^ as the affair had fome way taken wind, 
we repudiated our own wives refpec- 
tivcly, and wedded thofe of each other, 

to fatisfy their delicacy, and repair their 
*' reputations." — 

* My indignation, which had been 
^ riflng ftili higher, at every word he 
•* fpoke, could be reftrained no longer. 

* How,' I exclaimed, * wed a woman of 

* whofe difhonour you were yourfclf a 

* witnefe ! What ! though you were an 

* accomplice in her guilt, your partici- 

* pation leflened not the crime in herj 

* nor can you expeft that (he will be more 

* faithful to you, than {he was to your 

* friend. In the firft ftep is all the dif- 

* ficulty. A woman, who hath once 

* furmounted that, feldom feels any re- 

* luftance to proceed in the fame way. 

* Befide your own honour— 

" You are too fqueamifh ! quite too 
** fqueamilh!" he interrupted, not dc- 
« firing to hear more* *• The world is 

** grown 
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** grown wifer, than to view thefe matters 
in fo ferious a light, as formerly. How 
can a man^s honour be injured by the 
levity of a wonian ? That is another 

** of thofe antiquated abfurdities, which 

*' are now only laughed at ; and you will 

•* foon be afhamed of. 

■• • • 
** As to her future conduft, that is her 
own affair. If flie fhould be caught 
tripping, (he knows the confequencc. 

" What is paft is nothing. Cuftom has 

" fanftified thefe matters. 

" But to return to my purpofe. The 
" mifchief now is, that this fecond mar- 
riage has fpoiled all. Whether it is 
the thought of reftraint, or that there 
is fomething difgufting in the name of 
matrimony, I know not ; but fo it hath 
happened, that we were all fbon fur- 
^« feited of our exchange 5 and wifhed for 
^ our own back again. 
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«* Now as this is a new cafe, which will 
*< create a good deal of impertinent noife, 
" 3nd be attended with much tTOuble 
<* and delay, what I propofe is to havfc 
** a law made, which Ihall authorize an 
** exchange of wives, as often as all the 
** parties arc willing ; and then the num- 
*« bers, who, I know, will take advan- 
*' tage of it, will keep us iij coun* 
♦* tcnance. 

•* The favour, therefore, which I have 
** to requeft of you, is to introduce the 
^^ matter for me to the legiflature, as a 
^^ thought of your. own, which occurred 
** to you, in your travels, on obferving 
** the evils, which univerfally attend in* 
^ diiToluble marriages, 

^* The Ibbriety of your character wBl 
** give weight to the fcheme ; and obviate 
^ the perfonal allufions which would be 
** made, if I were to take the lead in it 
« myfeE You may alfo, to make the 

yw.. I^ Q I! thing 
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«« thing ftill more popular, add, that no 
" finglc man fliall fufffer for having an 
" amour with a married woman, pro- 
^ vided he will take her off her huiband's 
•* hands, and marry her himfclf, which will 
endear you to all ranks of people, much 
more than ^oppoHng the war; fuch 
** marriages, though allowed at prefent, 
*^ and ibmetin>es praftifed, being attended 
^* with fo much trouble and expence, that 
<« very few can afford them, whereby 
'^^ many a wife is obliged to baulk her in- 
*^ clinations, and many an hufband to 
^^ wear his horns in filence, for want ef 
*' fuch a law to relieve them,*' 
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SECTION XIV. 

« I know not whether my indignation 

* or contempt was moft moved by this 

* propofal. * Such a law, as you mention,* 

* I replied, ^ feems to be the only thing 

* wanted to coQipleat that diflblutenefs, 

* which marks the charadter of the Byrfan 

* nation, with deeper dilgrace, than ever 

* diflionoured any other people. 

« A legiflature, which had a juft fenfe 

* of honour, infteadof authorifing, would 

* ufe every poflible means to prevent 

* fuch infamous marriages. Marriages, 

* which defeat the very intention of mar- 

* riage, by providing a reward for that 

* breach of faith, which it was inftituted 

* to prevent. 

* The law, too evidently neceflary, is 
\ to brand public vice, with public in- 

O 2 * famyj 
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« fattif i aiid prii/eht'z *ep»iii(» if the 

« breach di tnitriiiiorilal fi(telky, by pto- 

^, hibltih^ the offender fh>m ever marry- 

* ing again. ' Indeed, fo ficrcJd Ihould the 
^<' honour, of the femafe fex' be held, that 

* a wpman, who could ' fo far' fotget her 
'^ own' dignity, as to fuffer feduftkm leiren 

* in a ftate of freedom, iand wkhoiit the 
,^ additional guilt of* conjugal infidelity, 
^ Ihould not be admitted to marry even 

* with her feducer, Ai the crime is'^in- 

* dclible, the punifhment " fhould be in- 
^ evitable, 

* Such was the fcnfe of that people, 
^ whole faperior virtue over- turned the 

* diflblutc city of ^ Carthage,^ and forced 

* our ancelbrs to fly ftom their native 

* country ; a fate, which evidendy threa* 

* tens their degenerate offspring, and this 
< more diflblute city of Byrfa/— Saying 

* which I'turned away in dildain,- waving 
t my hand to him to depart ' 



* The horror, with which I was ftruck 
by the convef fatipn of thcfe men, is 
not to be exprefled. I held it- as im-* 
pofliblc, that a ftate, ii> which the only 
firm, bond of human conpe^io^ moral 
virtue, i$ uniyerfally broken^ fhould not 
ieparate, apd fall to ruin^ as I know 
it to be^^for any other than religious 
principles to fupport man, through the 
evils inevitably incident to his nature ; 
a trujth, confirmed by too many melan- 
choly inftances among the Byrfans, who 
ignorant of the illimitable extent of 
divine mercy, or not daring to look up 
to it, funk into defpair, on the ligbtefl: 
difappointoient ^ and raihly threw a.way 
lives, which a better fenfe might have 
rendered happy to themfelves^^ and ufe^ 
ful to their country^ 



« Diicouraged as I was by thefe reflec* 
* tions, I knew it to be my duty not to 
» defpair of the public welfare, or relax 
J my endeavours to promote it'j and there- 

O 3 I fore 
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^ fore refolved to go without farther delay 

* to the king> and lay my fentitnents of 

* the war before him. 

* As I was departing" from my own 
f habitation for this purpofe, I was flopped 

* by a ftranger, who faid, with a myfte- 

* rious look, that he had an affair of im- 
' * portance to impart to me* 

^ On'^my retiring with him, into an 

* inner chamber, he told me, he was 

* forry to trouble me, on a difagreeable 

* occafion ; but that his friendlhip for the 

* pcrfon who had jnft left me, would not 

* permit his refufing to come from him, 

* to demand fatisfaftion for my treatment 
f of him, in our laft converfation. 

! Such a demand flruck me with the 

* flrongefl aflonifhment. I anfwered, that 

^ his friend muft certainly be miftaken, as ^ 

* I could not charge myfelf with having 

* treated 
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• treated him, or any other man ill, in 

* my life. 



* I fuppofe he thought I was terrified, 
and therefore that he might the more 
fafeiy prefs upon me. He replied 
with an haughty air, that his friend 

had too high a fenfe of honour to 
be fatisficd with fo poor an evafion, and 
that I muft either inftantly meet him> 
or take the confcqucnce of my cowar- 
dice. 
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« But he overafted his part. Such a 
menace, inftead of fear or refentment, 
raifed only my contempt. I anfwered 
him with the coldeil indifference, tha^ 
I was furprized to hear honour attributed 
to a maa, who by his own confefTion 
had forfeited every claim to it; and 
that if he thought himfelf aggrieved by 
my treatment of him, he muft corredt 
the condufty which had given occaiion 

O 4 f for 
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* for it J and then he need not fear meet^ 
t ing the like from me again. 

* Such a repulfe Ihewed him his 

* error. Lowering the tone of his voice,, 

* he faid, " he hoped I would confider 

* that it was a delicate point; aiid, 
*" wiihed fomc method could be found 

* to adjuft ir, without coming to extre- 

* mities.** 

« But this moderation was afFefted too 
' late* I replied, that I knew no me* 
^ thod, but that which I had propofed of 

* his changing his condu£t in life, upon 
' which I would certainly change mine to 
^ him ; and not till then ; and that as for 

< the confequences, which he had thought 

* proper to threaten, I gave myfelf no 
^ concern about them, as I had too jtift 

< a re{pe£t for true honour to pay any 
^ to the fhadow, which he affefted to 

* worfhip, or fubmit my own principles 
f to public opinion, by dcfcending to put 

J myfelf 
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« myfelfv on a kvd with a mao^ who had 

* given up every thing really refpcftable, 
\ in the human charader. 

* This was an anfwer, he fee;ned not 

* to have be?n prepared for» He paufed 

* for fome minutes, as if confidering 

* what to reply; and then withdrew 
« without even attempting to ipeak another 
5 word. 
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SECTION XY. 

* AS foon as the agitation^ naturally 

* raifed by fuch a fcene, had fubfided, I 

* went to the king ; and in the humility 

* of loyal duty examined before him the 

* caufe, and looked forward to the con- 

* fequenccs of the war ; and having 

* flicwn that thcfe were as dangerous, as 
^ that was unjuft, befought him to inter- 

* pofe his authority to prevent it. * 

* He heard me with attention ; and 
« even feemed ftruck with what I faid ; but 

* without attempting to refute it, anfwered 

* in general terms, that the war was al- 

* ready refolved upon ; and the minds of 

* the people fo intent upon it, that it was 
5 impoffible to refift them. 

* Severely as I was affefted by this re- 

* pulfe, it was not the only thing which 

* gave me pain, on the occafion. No 

* fooner 
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* fooner was my difapprobation of the war 

* known, than I was appointed tp a prin-^ 
^ cipal command in the army prepared to 

* carry it on. 

* To a pcrfon, unacquainted with th© 
^ principles, which prevailed among the 

* Byrfans, at that time, this muft appear 

* a deligned infult. But no fuch thing 
^ was thought of; it was intended as a 
^ mark of refpedt ; as a gratification of 

* the purpofe of my oppofition. This 
f muft be explained, 

^ There is no human inftitution^ how-^ 

* ever wife, and falutary in its natural 

* cfledks, which the depravity of man 

* can not pervert to the moft pernicious* 

* purpofes. 

« The great council, which Narbal had* 

* appointed to aflift the fovereign, in the 

* difficulties of government, with their 

* advice 5 and watch over the interefts of » 

' the 
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* the t>eopIe, with whioh theyi .^f iA'Jj)«rt; 
^muft Mceffariif bfe better Mstcqi^ifioed 

* than he could be, often adled iditc&lf 
^ I contrary to that intention, lofing all 
^:conicquenoe under a ipidted and poli^ 

* tic prince v isnd.csn die other jDaqd>; ^hen 

* one of a diffemtu cban&sx offevtd.op^ 
^ portunity, rtfing upon hts weaknefsi and 

* ufurping the power, while he itad only 
f the name of fovtrdgatyi ; 

• In the former inftance, honorary: dif* 
f tinftions, and the emoluments of go* 
^ vernmcnt always aflfoided a prince, who 
.*: had dbilities co apply* them praperlyy 
^ the means of inAnencing the members 
5 of the council^ and making th^ni fub- 
f fervient to his purpofe } but thofei which 

* they employed againil: him» may not be 
f fo obvious to you, though they wcfc 

equally ready. 






^ As the council had a right to delibe« 

t rate upon the meafures of government^ 

' • ! it 
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* it was cafy for a defigning member to 
*. carp at fuch,.as though jneceflary^ and 

* ftriflily juft, might appear exceptionable 

< to a &iperiidal view ; in which he was 

* fure of being followed by the unthink- 
^ ing populace, as the tutelary aiTertor and 

* guardian of their rights $ till they raifed 

* him tO! fuch % coofequence, as enabled 
^ Jdm to enhance the price of his.ac- 

* quiefcence with the. will of the prince^ 
^ or perhaps wreft his authority out of his 

* hands* 

• Nothing could be a ftrongcr proof 
^ of the- wifdom of Narbal, than thac 
^ even fo grofs an abufe of his inftuudon 
"^ wks not fsffieient to counterbalance tbe 

< advantages, arifirig from this council,' 

< and make the abolition of it neceflary ; 

* the very means, by which this abufe 

* was perpetrated, preventing the obvious 

* and woril confequences of it \ and pne-^ 
« fcrving the great principles rf the go-; 

* ytfrwncnt from being loft* » 

! Fo? 
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• For in order to acquire this popularity, 
it was neccffary to explain thofe princi- 
ples to the people, who foon faw their 
intereft, and ability to prefcrvc them ; 
and though they joined in their abufe, 
would never have fubmitted to their 

f being fundamentally overturned. 

• - ' - 

« On this fyftem therefore the vificr 
'* judging of me, by all thofe, who had 

* on other occafions oppofed public mea- 

* fures, concluded that the readieft way 

* of gaining me to his intereft, was to 

* give me this command, the inconfiftency 
'« of my accepting which, with my op- 

« polition to the war, was fufficiently 
« countenanced by the general praftice. 

* But fuch an example had no weight 

* with me j and I refufcd his oflfer with 

* indignation, till my Ibvereign himfclf 

* condefccndingtorcqucft my compliance, 

* perfonal refpedt to him, and a fenfe of 
t the facredduty of fubjedtion, oblig^ 

* ? me 
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* me to accept it, however contrary to 

* my inclination.* 

" How blind,* interrupted Temugin, 
** will attachment to a favourite lyftem 
^^ make the belt informed mind? This 
^^ man, who wanted not wifdom in other 
** matters, could fee no imperfeftion, in 
** the principles of a government, which 
*' teemed with the caufe of its own diflb- 
" lution, from the firft hour it was infti- 
tuted. A ftate, in which the power of 
the ibvereign can be counterbalanced 
by that of his fubjedls, is like a body 
without an head, and muft neceflarily^ 
** fall to ruin. 

<^ I will hear the conclufion of his 
*' ftory at fome other time,** 
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